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Adverse drug reactions are a major
problem for healthcare services, the
pharmaceutical industry and
regulators. This has been
highlighted recently with some high-
profile drug withdrawals and
regulatory decisions. There is an
urgent need to develop strategies to
reduce the burden of adverse drug
reaction — this needs to apply to
both drug development (to reduce
the rate of attrition) and during
clinical use (to reduce patient
morbidity, mortality, costs to
healthcare, and drug withdrawals).
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