Dear Professor Zeilinger, Dear Minister of Finance, Dear Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today, we gather not merely to celebrate an individual achievement, but to recognize a scientist whose work has fundamentally transformed our understanding of reality itself. Professor Zeilinger's groundbreaking experiments in quantum mechanics have taken us beyond the theoretical realm into empirical demonstration of phenomena that challenge our everyday intuitions about the nature of the universe.
His pioneering work on quantum entanglement and quantum information has not only validated the most profound predictions of quantum theory but has opened entirely new frontiers in science and technology. What Einstein famously called "spooky action at a distance" has, through Professor Zeilinger's elegant experiments, become demonstrable scientific fact.
This work has a major impact to many other fields of science. As very illustrative example, I would like to mention the Hoyle state in the 12-C nucleus. I tis a nuclear excited state, which is directly responsible for possibility of creation of the carbon in the Universe. Without it, carbon would not be created and without carbon there would no heavier chemical elements. And without them, there would no Earth and no people. The Hoyle state is affected by entanglement with other structures in the same nucleus, bringing it to the right energy, which is needed to form carbon in stars. Therefore, the foundation of understanding the entanglement, laid by Professor Zeilinger, helps us to understand our own origin.
Professor Zeilinger exemplifies the highest standards of scientific inquiry. His work represents nowadays very rare synthesis of theoretical depth, experimental ingenuity, and philosophical clarity and he has consistently pushed the boundaries of what we thought was experimentally achievable.
The 2022 Nobel Prize in Physics, recognized this extraordinary contribution to our understanding of quantum mechanics and its practical applications. Yet for those of us in the scientific community, Professor Zeilinger's impact has long been evident—in the thousands of researchers he has inspired, in the new fields of quantum computing and quantum cryptography that his work has enabled, and in the fundamental questions about reality that he has helped us answer.
By a  distance, Vienna and Bratislava are two closest capitals in Europe and second closest in the world. Unfortunately, for significant fraction of the 20th century, they were separated by the Iron curtain. Major societal changes at the end of eightees in Czechoslovakia dismised these boundaries, making the collaboration between professor Zeilinger and Professor Bužek possible. These possiblities were even enhanced in 2004 when Slovakia became a member of European Union. These two events made collaboration between professor Zeilinger and Professor Bužek is the most illustrative example of what can be achieved in democratic, free, open and unified world and society. 
The quantum technologies emerging from Professor Zeilinger's research promise to revolutionize communications, computing, and cryptography. Yet he pursued these discoveries not only for their applications, but to answer fundamental questions about the nature of reality. This is the essence of basic research, and a principle that guides our own Academy's mission. It is the basic research that drives innovations!
Professor Zeilinger, we are deeply honored by your acceptance of Honorary doctorate of Slovak Academy of Sciences. Your work illuminates the path forward for physics and for all of science. We are very proud on results that were achieved in your collaboration with Professor Bužek and we look forward to continued collaboration, build upon the foundations you have laid.
On behalf of the Slovak Academy of Sciences, our entire scientific community, and indeed on behalf of all those who value the pursuit of knowledge, I congratulate you and thank you.
Professor Zeilinger, please welcome to the community of Honorary Doctors of the Slovak Academy of Sciences.



