
How to optimise participation in Fp7

Dr. Alain Vanvossel, Head of Unit, DG Research, European Commission.

Abstract

Starting from the content of FP7, the speaker will provide suggestions i) on how to
further optimise the participation of Central and Eastern Eirop.un Academies
of Science and of their scientists in the EU's Framework programme for
Research and Technological Development (FP) and ii) how to strengthen their
role in the ERA.

In this context specific elements, which will be addressed, are:
- Knowledge building on the content and mechanics of the Fp7;
- Insight and choice of funding schemes and programmes;
- The ideal project application;
- Excellence of the partnership;
- Definition of scientific strengths as a prerequisite for success;
- Networking of scientists and managers.

The opportunities of cooperation and coordination at institutional and at programme
levels and the collaboration at project level will be addressed, taking intJ
account the potential roles of Academies of Science as research founders and as
research performers in the ERA.

Finally, the Green Paper " The ERA : New perspectives" and its potential for
CEEN Members will be briefly discussed.
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loannis Boutselis, DG Regio, European commission

Abstract

The new cohesion policy encompasses a more strategic approach aiming at boostingand integrating growth strateg.ies at Europe?n, regional and local level. lt takes intoaccount the territorial dimension and specificity 6t regions, based on a reinforcedpartnership' This ensures that Member States, iegions-and other stakeholders sharethe goals of the programmes and projects. ir,u regional level is particularlyappropriate because of the proximity of contacts. Innovation is recognised as thebasic means to deliver sustainable growth and jobs "na in"'r"gio;rl authoritiesresponsible for Structural Funds progiammes are particularly wett"placed to act ascatalysts for innovation.

one of the main aims in the new period 2007-2013 is to make regional RrDinnovation and education supply more efficient and accessible to firms with poles ofexcellence, regional clusters. Structural Funds investments will ensure businesssupport services, technology transfer, sclence parks, ICT centres, incubators,clusters, plus more traditional services like nl"nrgument, marketing, technicalsupport, recruitment, other professional and .o*r"riial services, will fully exploitEuropean strengths in eco-innovations, introduce environmental managementsystems (cf FP for Competitiveness and innovation), promote entrepreneurship, andthe creation of new firms, spin out and spin on ror example through awarenessraising' prototyping tutoring, managerial and technological support to entrepreneursto be

ln the programming period 2oo7-2013, Structural
lnfrastructure and innovation will be about 10% of the
are making a big effort to catch up with Lisbon strategy

Fund support for Research
total: more where the regions
targets.
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Guenther Siegel. Science Officer. COST

Abstract

cosr' an intergovernmental European initiative. is an. active par-tner in the European ResearchArea' cosT exists to foster cooperation between natio'ally-iunded research activities. coS-fActio's are networks of scientists '"r.luing supporl to enable trrem to cooperate. a'd t.disseminate t lre results of their cooperati"".-g"ir i ing coST Actions operate across a uidespectrum of scientific fierds, and can be rnurti_disciprinir_v in nutr...

Scie't ists themselves fol lowing the "bottom-up' 'r :r incipre. 
propose nen, Actio's making coST-an attractive forum for new uni .,r.rging topi.r. sin.. cosr funds the net*,orking acti' it ies andnot the research itself' new partners canloin ttrrouglrout the life of an action urrir. field de'elops.

cosr \^ 'as launched in 1g71, making i t  one of the rongest-standing European researcrrinstruments' Today cosr has develop"ed i"t" one of the largest fi-anrer,r,(,rks for ..r.ur.icooperation in Europe involving some :o.ooo scientists from the 35 cosr member count. ies. olthe basis of mutual benefit' cosr also welcom.es pafticipation frorn instituti.ns in non-coSTcountries and from Non-Go'ernmenfar orga'isations-

;'Tff:Jrt#1,T.:1;,1fiHrual 
budget of around €20 million, lrorvever faciritates research 'atued

;?JlJ,if.il, jl:"::::,T,0:Til1l:,:::l",l"ion across nationar borders and across research;ff ' SH3T'':' X,i;::il:l' T:complement ing the act iy i t ies of  rhe t r I  r  pt-n E*^*^-_.^__r #';.. i" li,,l,,'[' tJiffi ,i:tou 'ards the sc ient i f ic  commrrr r i r ip"  n f  o*^-^ : .^^  ^:illTtll:i:':::';::T*':;:':.:^l:,:,yi{,1,1r.')':':'#'',"i;;:fflilll':i;*T:1,-::;ru;:ff:::' i"l*T ;"::ffi ilildon ta ins :  B iomed ic i ne  and  i l z l ^ l . ^ , , l o r  D t ^^^ i ^ - ^ ^ - .  r  ,  r

s , , u  r v J L r . r  r r r S  U t t r  g s [ a D l l s

donrains: Biomedicine and i l4olecular Bi< l t r - t t L t l  l u

l?::,^"I.s; 
Food and Agriculrure: Foresrs. their proclucrs

i:: ,j:ffi : :, Y ;H' "'i i,.f:J'''"'^,Ti . i:; $ i ff ;ffiil,' T'J'i; i,l l',lT; Ui:,::lT:
cotnmunication rechnologies: rransporr and Urban DeveroorJli'i;i;illll,r."lt""Jil1l''F,,,,ill:
and Heal thand Health. v.  Cul ture

il"ii,:,]:;:J;n ?:*:'H#Tl'l:1 f ith the exception of Arbania, Bosnia_Herzeso'i,;;;#; ;#i;ilH iltit;fl'n:t' ; fi il8ru t t l t i t rg  COST Aef in .c  - l -h , , .  ^^ , ,^ -^ r  r -  ,  ,runninq COST Actiiil:;,*.i,,.,^.J:iil^T"gll;;;;;,;';;i,#ti['?::';:,,iJ".,"I]"?',,n1,?;.;##-";lse rnvolved iin t l re act ivi t ies of therurrn inq Act ions.

l lot vet

expefts

I ' the franre of the rast Ministeriar conference herd
cosr asreed to strensthen cooperation with those

jo ined COST.The Near Neighbour policy
from the non-COST counrrieslf tni, *;";.

For more information. in particular Action related
irttp :,-,in n,n . cclst. esf. org

2003 in Dubrovnik, Ministers responsible f t i r
countries of the Western Balkan r.r,hiclr have
of COST al lows now also the f inancins of

information please visi t  the COST u,ebsite:
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Smafenice ilecfarat[on

vde' Presidents and mernbers of Presidia of Acadernies of sciences trcrn thevisegrad countries {v4 countries)' ****ry the Acail;y cf sci*nces of the czeckRepr'rblic' th? N-iungarian ncade*v oii*Ln**r, the porish Academy of scien,res anrjthe sicvak Acad*i'y of scierr"*u, *n*ti-,* ***ting in the ccnfererrce centre cf the:j-J*ftrffii-:1n?**- in s,"norenrce 4ze*anc 
" 
i+ ep,t z00r) deciare tn &

- 
fi:-'oJ?][ffiou;;;fi*rchers from Acadernies of sciences frorn v4 c*unrries inDe ve I o p m e nt "f rh.' H,?$?:;"fl xffnrrr"j,,.::i*':i"# r*: * miperiod of seven years ;s a'nif cnlii*ng* for thenrlo Rresent theirscientific andresearch abilities and skillu, JnJ lo to*pete in the European Researc h Area.- Participation in the Fij seventh Frarnework prograrnrne n-leans to respect newfinancial terrns and cCInditions ar suppcrting $r-e frc.lects" the ccsts cf vrhi*hnrust be partialfy {usually up t* z!-;j covered by fi-re project ir,rpren^renrers.

- Br:dgets cf the Acadernies of sciences in the v4 countries , tkaz ar*::Htffi,X{Ij[fii.*;,.:Jf-*uleo't nr the uiui* br:dse{, ^,,J'n*, abte t*
Gcve;'nrnents. in ihe v4 ccuntries should- dear with this pr*blem and en$uregenerating *f ''esources oi 

?-jnrn"ini-of projertr."cinerv,rise, it waurs not be#;: :* ? -f ;:- H,: ffil1:, ?: ffil*i.**#:#*ori.u* i n vesred Lv * e m b er
Trusting their' 

^ l',sh respo'']:r1f*y to , support swn nationar eccnomies thrcuEhsr-rppcfiing t*'f::l'" p-articipants of the iieeting or vq'' countries Acaden-;ies afsciences call the governments of the vq-rourtrieJto scfve this prcblem rn a way that";ufffi,iflJ::earcn ,rn 
itre v4 *ountiil* wir? be an 

-equ;varent 
parrner rn rhe

Tc make an ef'fective use of the"1:u*^an*h pctentia? of professionai natiorrar researchff:#::li-:;::jt:l':' n;3**,,'ffx?;ff'T; I5LTL- ca,, ror roun*ins an

Vdciav paces
Fresident
Acadenry of Scier.lces
cf the Czech Repubtic

Sifvester Vizi
President
Hungarian Acadenrv
of Sciences

Michal Kieiber
P;'esident
Foiish Academv
of Sciences

Stefan Luby
Preeident
Sfovak Acadenly
of Sciences

Done in tsratisiava on 14 April Z**T



The common European corporate tax base and R&D.

Atrila Marjan
Member of cabinet of Mr. Lhszlo Kor,6cs. European Commission

To address the problems arising from the coexistence of 27 different tax sl,stems
and in order to improve the competitiveness of the EU business sector. the
European Corlmission rvill propose a Common Consolidated Corporate 'far

Base for European companies. There are considerable advantages associated
n'ith the introduction of such a Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base.
CCCTB u'ould enable companies operating in the single market to follou, the
same rules for calculating their tax bases in different Member States of the
E,uropean union. In fact, a Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base u,ould
solve the current tax problems lint<ed to cross-border activities and restructuring
of groups of companies. It would abolish the costs relating to double taration
and transf'er pricing. A CCCTB would also significantly reduce compliance
costs because groups rvould no longer need to compl-v rvith the tax repofiing
requirements of numerous national systems.

As the profit u'ill be consolidated, it needs to be apporlioned afilon_q the
countries u'here tlre firm operates. Consequentlv a method for sharine the
consolidated tax base between Member States is necessary.

On this subject. technical and political discussions started leamine also from t6e
LIS and Canadian experience.

The common tax base rvill be broad and u,ill apply v€1), fern, eremptions. but it
seems to be clear alread,v that the treatment of R&D activities rvill be an
exception- Both companies and member states are a\4/are that tar measures can
do a lot to enhance research development activities. Therefore in the course of'
the finalisation of this project, which is a milestone of tar policy at European
let'el. special attention u'ill be -eit,en to the treatment of research and
development.
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The Lisbon to Leipzig Declaration:
Promoting a sustainable and competit ive Europe

through Research

Vision

To position research in support of sustainability as an engine for
European competitirreness rvithin the Lisbon Asenda.

Preamble

l .  Lisbon Agenda. The Lisbon
rvith the aim of makine the EU

Agenda was launched at the European council in March 2000
a leading knowledge-based economy in the u,orld. To achieve

this. research u,i l l  have to play
( "knou'ledge 

society").
a central role in developing the European societv and econornl,

2' Role of Research. Europe u'i l l  need to put economic development on a sustainable footing.
Research is indispensable for reconcil ing development rvith the preservation of .ur natural
environment: it has to analyse the basic conditions of our life, to contribute to the
development of innovation and neu, technologies and to their diffusion, and to de'elop tools
and instruments for enhancing the quality of l i fe as an integral part of deyelopment. Researclr
contributes to an open and democratic society and thus acts in iuuo.r. of sustainable
development. To achieve this, the research process must itself be transparent and pluralistic.

3. Research for Sustainabil it.v. Research has to address key challenges that sustainable
development poses: high degrees of uncertainty and complexity, intra- and intergenerational
equitl ' . functional and spatial interdependencies, long time horizons. decoupling nf tn. use of
resources and economic growth, and the large-scale and potentially irreyersibte trarm caused
by environmental threats such as global climate change and biodi'ersity loss.

4' NelV forms of research and involvement. Mobil ising research for sustainabil itv also
requires new and additional efforts to promote integration of research and involu.-.nt ,,f
research in complex decision-making. We call upon the European research community and
policy-makers to take up the challenge of sustainabil ity reseaich.

I  l - ' r
The Lisbon to Leipzig Declaration
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Commitments of the European Research Community

5. Focus on complex problems and integrated approaches. E,uropean research commits
itself to focusing on the challenges of securins our corrunon future; it will tackle the complex
problems of global change in environment. society. and economy. Addressinq complexity
requires researchers to take the ecological, economic. and social side-effects of societal and
economic developments into account in a l ife-cycle perspective, and to develop systematic
answers to humanity's global challenges. Ultimately, research should contribute to changes i '
our patterns of consumption and production in such a way that we use energy and natural
resourues ri lurc cfficieutly and sustainably.

6. DisciplinarS' excellence and interdisciplinarit l.. Research of this nature req'ires
disciplinary excellence and interdisciplinary orientation. Science relevant to susrailabil ity
requires an explicit orientation towards societal needs. European researchers commit
themselves to further developing basic research as well as knou,ledge that is of releyance ro
solving problems in society and economy. Interdisciplinarity is required not only u,ithin but
also betu'een the natural sciences, the social sciences and engineerinq.

7. Cooperation within research. European researchers commit thernselves to fosterine co-
operation between different research organisations (e.g. universit ies. research institutes.
industry) across Europe and third countries. The aim is to effectively bring together research
expertise and to bundle resources.

8. Dialogue between science and societ-v. European researchers commit themselves ro a
dialogue with society - companies, authorit ies, non-goverrrmental organisatigns. cit izens
groups etc. involved in sustainable development, at all levels. Taking the science-policv
interface seriously means realising that research is one contributor to societal decisions. and
developing research agendas in cooperation u,ith stakeholders. as r,l,ell as ensuring that
societal knorvledge is taken into account in the research process.

9. Training )'oung researchers. The European scientif ic community encourages fresh ideas
and the production of new knowledge. especially u,ith a vieu,of training. motiyatine a'd
encouraging young researchers to take on greater role in research for sustainability.

The Lisbon to Leinzie Declaration z/ _)
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Expectations from European research policv

10. Encourage independent research. In order to remain innovative and competit ive
u'orldu'ide, the European scientific community requires support for independent and critical
research. Independent research that explores completely new issues and solutions proyides a
basis for addressing the needs of future senerations and Europe's global responsibil i ty.

11. Supporting research excellence. European research policy has to proyide continuous and
long-tcrm support for excellence in basic and applied research. in orcler to promote science for
sustainability. policy-makers should focus on setting medium to long-term priorities ancl
ensuring the necessary research infrastructure. Within this fiameu,ork, the scientific
commltnity shottld set its research agenda and respond to research demands at different
timescales. Creatin,q a competitive and sustainable future for Europe requires long-tern-r policy
frameworks combined with academic autonomy.

12. Interdisciplinar.v projects. European research policy should set the right incentiyes fbr
problem-oriented inter- and transdisciplinary research. At the European leyel, collaboratiye
research projects and netrvorks as funded by the Framework Programmes have openecl a ne\\'
level of cooperation across scientif ic communities and disciplinary boundaries. Supporr for
such problem-oriented. inter- and transdisciplinary projects should continue on a long-rerm
basis within the European Research Area.

13. Foster science-policy interfaces. European research policy should foster dialogues
betu'een science and society. This does not only imply the transfer and application of
scientif ic results in society, but also the strengthening of societal actors in discussins research
priorities and including stakeholder knowledge in interpreting research outcomes. Future
policy needs to intesrate different forms of knou'ledge across different policy fields. The
special role of science identif ied in the Lisbon Agenda should be reflected in ntore exrelsiye
science-pol icy dialogues.
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