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REQUEST FOR NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES
FOR THE 2008 (24th) JAPAN PRIZE

Dear Sir/Iladam,

On behalf of the Science

submit a nomination for the

November 2006

and Technology Foundation of Japan, I  have the honor of invit ing you to

award of the Japan Prize for 2008.

The Japan Prize, Iaunched in 1985, is an international prize awarded to scientists and researchers who

have made original and outstanding achievements in science and technology. The laureates are recognized

for contributing not only to the progress of ,"i.n"Jli tiiiology, b"t ^k" to the peace and prosperity of

mankind.

Every year two categories of research have been selected for the award of the Japan Prize : in

principle the Prize is awarded to one person in each category.

Each Japan Prize laureate receives a cert i f icate of merit  and a commemorative medal. A cash award

of Y50 mil l ion is also presented for each prize category.

The se lec ted  ca tegor ies  fo r  the  2008 Japan Pr ize  are  
" In fo rmat ion  

Communica t ion  Theory  and

Techno logy"and 
"Med ica l  

Genomics  and Genet ics" .

To ensure that all the best-qualified candidates in the selected categories are identified, we are asking

eminent scientists throughout the world to nominate candidates. Your nominations wil l  be highly

appreciated and be given serious consideration by the Japan Prize Selection Committee.

We hope to receive your nominations not later than Wednesday, 28 February 2007.

Nominations received after this date cannot be considered by the Japan Prize Selection Committee.

The guidel ines for nominating candidates and a nomination form are enclosed. I f  you decide not to

recommend a candidate this t ime, we would st i l l  appreciate your informing us.

Also, please let us know about yourself  by f i l l ing out the attached fonn for our reference.

Laureates of the Japan Prize for 2008 will be announced in January 2008, and the award ceremony will be

held in Tokyo in Apri l  2008.

We assure you that this matter wi l l  be treated as highly confidential,  and we ask you to reciprocate

by respecting confidential i ty on your side.

Thank you for your cooperation.

J+3*" *, L^'c'-'
Prof. HIROYUKI YOSHII{,{WA Dr.Eng.

Chairman

The Science and Technology Foundation ofJapan
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GUIDELINES FOR NOMINATING CAI{DIDATES
FOR THE 2008 (24th) JAPAI\ PRrZE

1. Relevant Scientific Categories
The Japan Pr ize  fo r  2008 w i l l  be  awarded in  the  fo l low ing  two ca tegor ies  o f  research .

(1) Information Communication Theory and Technology

The advance and w ide-spread use o f  computers  and ne tworks  has  brought  about  a  cyberspace

here to fo re  unknown to  humank ind .  I t  has  made the  soc ia l  s t ruc tu re  f lex ib le  and promoted

border less  economic  ac t iv i t ies ,  ex tens ive ly  w iden ing  the  l i v ing  space o f  peop le .  Based on  th is

t rend,  the  2008 Japan Pr ize  w i l l  be  awarded to  a  researcher  who has  made a  s ign i f i can t

cont r ibu t ion  to  the  f ie ld  o f  in fo rmat ion  communica t ion  theory  and techno logy .

T h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h e o r y  o f  c o m p u t a t i o n ,  a l g o r i t h m ,  c o m p u t e r  s o f t w a r e ,  c o m p u t e r  s y s t e m s ,

computer  a rch i tec tu re ,  human in te r face ,  In te rne t ,  search  techno logy ,  in fo rmat ion  secur i ty ,

v isua l i za t ion  techno logy ' ,  in fo rmat ion  theory ,  da ta  compress ion ,  c ryp to logy ,  cod ing  theory ,  rad io

and op t ica l  communica t ion  sys tems,  w i re less  communica t ion  sys tems,  and quantum communica t ion .

(2) Medical Genomics and Genetics

Recent  advances  in  genome sc ience and molecu la r  genet ics  tha t  d isc losed 3  b i l l i on  nuc leo t ides

of  human genome have led  us  to  a  be t te r  unders tand ing  o f  mo lecu la r  mechan isms under ly ing

var ious  b io log ica l  phenomena,  Par t i cu la r ly ,  they  have cont r ibu ted  to  the  d iscovery  o f  genes

respons ib le  fo r  o r  suscept ib le  to  var ious  d iseases  as  we l l  as  those re la ted  to  e f f i cacy  or  adverse

reac t ions  o f  d rugs .

The J : rpan Pr ize  fo r  200U u ' i l l  be  awarded to  a  sc ien t is t  who made outs tand ing  ach ievements  in

the  f ie ld  o f  med ica l  genomics  and genet ics ,  inc lud ing  es tab l i shment  o f  fundamenta l  p r inc ip le  fo r

genet ic /genomic  ana lys is ,  cons t ruc t ion  o f  bas ic  in f ras t ruc tu re  l i ke  genet ic  maps and genomic

sequences ,  and deve lopment  o f  essent ia l  techno log ies .

2. Eligibility
Cand ida tes  fo r  the  Pr ize  must  be  l i v ing  persons .  There  are

pro fess ion ,  age or  sex .  A  se l f -nominat ion  cannot  be  accepted .

The Japan Pr ize  is  in tended,  in  p r inc ip le ,  to  recogn ize  advanced break throughs in  sc ience and

techno logy .  However ,  work  done in  the  pas t  may be  se lec ted  fo r  the  award  i f  i t s  s ign i f i cance has

recent ly  been apprec ia ted .

The Pr ize  is  in  p r inc ip le  awarded to  ind iv idua ls .  However ,  in  except iona l  cases ,  i t  may be

awarded to  a  g roup cons is t ing  o f  no t  more  than f i ve  peop le .  When a  group h : rs  been proposed,  they

wi l l  be  t rea ted  as  one cand ida te .

3. Remarks on Nomination Form and other points

(1) Nomination Form

- Please use one sheet for candidate in each f ield.

- Please be so kind as to print out your nomination and send i t  with your signature.

- Please give the name of group leader and the members in the case of group recommendation.

- For our selection committee's reference, please advise us of the candidate's achievements, professional

career  and pub l ica t ions .  However ,  p lease no te  tha t  these mater ia ls  wou ld  no t  be  re tu rned.

(2 )  Nominator ' s  Data

- Even i f  you are not proposing a candidate, please return the sheets marked Nominator 's Data with

your personal data, i f  included.

(3) Other Points
- \ l 'e wi l l  send format of Nomination Form and Nominator 's Data in MS Word, i f  you wish.

l lowever, please be sure to send the originals by mail  as your off icial nomination with your

s ignature .  (E-mai l  :  in fo@. japanpr ize . jp )



4. Deadline

We expec t  to  rece ive  your  nominat ions  no t  la te r  than Wednesday,  2 {J  February  2007.

Nominat ions  rece ived a f te r  th is  da te  cannot  be  cons idered bv  the  Se lec t ion  Commi t tee .

5. How we handle personal information supplied to us by nominators in recommendation

letters

In fo rmat ion  supp l ied  to  us  in  documents  such as  recommendat ion  le t te rs  w i l l  be  used so le ly  fo r

the  purposes  o f  se lec t ion  o f  award  cand ida tes ,  mak ing  contac ts ,  i ssu ing  inv i ta t ions  to  the  Japan

Pr ize  presenta t ion  ceremony and re la ted  events ,  and adv isory  no t ices .  \4 'e  w i l l  a lso  use  th is

in fo rmat ion  to  send ou t  pub l i ca t ions  produced by  the  Sc ience and Techno logy  Foundat ion  o f  Japan

and fu r ther  le t te rs  o f  reques t  in  connect ion  w i th  the  nominat ion  o f  cand ida tes .

6. Mailing Address
Mr. Masaaki Ueda, Executive Officer
The Science and Technology Foundat ion of  Japan
Akasaka Twin Tower East ,  13th Floor

1.7-22,  Akasaka 2-chome, Minato-ku,  Tokyo,  107-0052 JAPAN
Fax :  81-3-5545-0554

URL :  ht tp : /www. japanpr ize. jp

(No te )

Nominators of  candidates for  the award of  the Pr ize are being sought  among :
(1)  Members or  associate members of  academies.
(2)  Representat ives of  sc ient i f ic  societ ies or  sc ient is ts  hold ing equivalent  s tatus.
(3)  Presidents,  deans or  professors of  univers i t ies.
(4)  Presidents of  sc ient i f ic  and technological  organizat ions,  research inst i tu tes,  or  equivalent  s tatus.
(5)  Scient is ts  who have been awarded an internat ional ly  establ ished pr ize,  inc luding the Japan Pr ize.
(6)  Scient is ts  f rom whom the Foundat ion considers i t  appropr iate to inv i te  the nominat ions of

candidates wi th the recommendat ion f rom organizat ions or  inst i tu tes.


