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	UNESCO is calling for nominations for the UNESCO-Madanjeet Singh Prize for the Promotion of Tolerance and Non-Violence, which will be awarded for the sixth time, in 2006.
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	Nominations should be sent by Friday 28 July 2006 to Mr Serguei Lazarev, Chief, Section for Action against Racism and Discrimination and Secretary of the prize (Tel.: +33 1 45 68 38 31/29 – Fax: + 33 1 45 68 57 23 – email: s.lazarev@unesco.org). 


More information on the prize 

This prize is dedicated to advancing the spirit of tolerance in the arts, education, culture, science and communication. 

"We, the peoples of the United Nations determined to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war,... to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person,... and for these ends, to practise tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good neighbours" Charter of the United Nations 

In 1945, the founders of the United Nations looked to tolerance as a key to peaceful coexistence for the peoples of the world. Their cautionary words are as true in our own time. 

In 1995, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization led a worldwide mobilization in favor of tolerance, non-violence and appreciation of cultural diversity. The UN's fiftieth anniversary year was declared the United Nations Year for Tolerance. The Year's calendar of events included regional conferences and intergovernmental dialogue, concerts, film and theatre festivals, essay and poster contests, broadcasts and publications of all kinds, in partnership with regional and non-governmental organizations. In 1996, an equally dynamic follow-up programme to the Year got underway. 

In the frame of the Year, and in connection with the 125th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi, UNESCO established a new international award, the UNESCO-Madanjeet Singh Prize for the Promotion of Tolerance and Non-Violence. 

This prize of US $100,000 is awarded once every two years for exceptional contributions and leadership in the field of tolerance promotion. The winner may be either an individual or an institution. Writers, educators, artists, scientists, statesmen, pioneering institutions and leaders of public opinion - all these and others may be nominated. The prize may also be awarded to the families of outstanding individuals who have lost their lives in the struggle against intolerance. 

The prize was made possible by the generous donation of the Indian artist, writer and diplomat Madanjeet Singh, who serves as Special Adviser to the Director-General of UNESCO. Mr Singh was a follower of Mahatma Gandhi, and served nine months in Mirzapur jail during the "Quit India" movement against British colonial rule. He received the Indian Government's "Tamra Patra" Freedom Fighter award in 1972. In addition to a distinguished career in diplomacy and the arts, he has authored numerous books on topics ranging from Himalayan art to solar energy. 

The purpose of the prize is to honour and reward extraordinary creative achievements in tolerance promotion. The emphasis is on achievement. The ultimate aim is to draw attention to successful undertakings that may serve as models for others in the field of tolerance and peace-building. The prize thus recognizes effectiveness as well as vision; impact assessment is a part of the nomination and evaluation process. 

Nominations of candidates are accepted from UNESCO Member State governments and National Commissions, as well as from intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations affiliated with UNESCO. Prizewinners are chosen by the UNESCO Director-General upon the recommendation of a jury composed of prominent international personalities. 

From 1996 onward, the new prize has been awarded every two years on 16 November, the annual International Day for Tolerance. 

In 1996, the Prize was awarded to the association of 32 non-governmental women’s organizations "Pro-femmes Twese Hamwe" of Rwanda. The two laureates in 1998 were the educator and peace activist Narayan Desai of India and the Joint Action Committee for Peoples Rights of Pakistan. In 2000, the laureate was Pope Shenouda III, the head of Egypt’s Coptic Orthodox Church. Aung San Suu Kyi of Myanmar was named laureate in 2002. In 2004, the laureate was Taslima Nasreen, writer from Bangladesh.
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	Prize Awarding date 
	November 16 

	Periodicity 
	Biennial, on International Day of Tolerance. 

	Value 
	100 000 USD 

	Submission Form 
	CL3714_en.doc 

	Funding Source 
	Mr Madanjeet Singh, UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador 

	
	

	General Rules 
	1. Purpose 
The purpose of the UNESCO-Madanjeet Singh Prize for the Promotion of Tolerance and Non-Violence is to honour significant activities in the scientific, artistic, cultural or communication field aimed at the promotion of a spirit of tolerance and non-violence. The prize, which was established in 1995 on the occasion of United Nations Year for Tolerance and the hundred-and-twenty-fifth anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi and will be awarded for the first time in 1996, may be awarded to institutions, organizations or persons who have contributed in a particularly meritorious and effective manner to tolerance and non-violence, and to the families of intellectuals who have fallen victim to intolerance, in keeping with the spirit of the United Nations Charter and UNESCO's Constitution, in the light of the principles set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and of the International Covenants on Human Rights and with due account taken of the relevant resolutions and decisions adopted by the General Conference and Executive Board of UNESCO and the General Assembly of the United Nations. The prize shall be awarded with the object of encouraging or eliciting new efforts to spread the spirit of tolerance and non-violence. 

2. Frequency 
The prize shall be awarded on International Day for Tolerance. 

3. Amount 
The prize shall consist of a sum of US $100,000 (hundred thousand United States dollars), that sum having been set by the Director-General in agreement with the donor (Mr Madanjeet Singh). Every two years as from 1996 the donor shall pay, before 31 October, the amount of the prize into a special UNESCO account. 

4. Selection of the prizewinner(s) 
The prizewinner(s) shall be selected by the Director-General on the proposal of an international jury. 

5. Jury 
The jury, which shall consist of five eminent persons belonging to different nationalities and coming from different regions of the world, shall be appointed by the Director-General of UNESCO for a period of four years. The jury may adopt its own rules of procedure and shall be assisted in the performance of its duties by a member of the Secretariat appointed by the Director-General. 

6. Criteria for the award of the prize 
(a) The prizewinners shall be nationals of Member States of UNESCO or institutions or organizations having their headquarters in those States. They shall be required to have taken one or more particularly remarkable initiatives to promote the development of tolerance and non-violence, namely: by directly carrying out an educational activity; by implementing international, national, regional or local programmes aimed at the promotion of tolerance and non-violence; by mobilizing initiatives and/or means likely to contribute to the implementation of such programmes; by producing teaching materials or other special aids designed for the development of programmes to teach tolerance and non-violence; by undertaking, co-ordinating or encouraging research in those fields or fields related to specific aspects of tolerance; by conducting special surveys or launching original undertakings that have made for significant development in the promotion of tolerance and non-violence. 

(b) In addition, the criteria below shall be taken into consideration: the activity must have lasted long enough for its results to be evaluated and its effectiveness verified; it must represent an outstanding contribution to the fundamental objectives of UNESCO and the United Nations in the fields of tolerance and non-violence; the work accomplished must be exemplary and likely to instigate similar initiatives; it must have shown itself to be effective in mobilizing new intellectual and material resources; it must represent a contribution to the understanding and solution of international or national problems in a spirit of tolerance and non-violence. 

7. Selection and submission of nominations 
Nominations may be made to the Director-General of UNESCO by Member States, intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations that maintain consultative and mutual information relations with UNESCO and eminent persons considered competent by the Director-General in the field of tolerance and non-violence. Each nomination shall be supported by a recommendation no more than five standard pages long comprising in particular: 
(a) a description of the work accomplished; 
(b) an account of the results obtained; 
(c) an evaluation in accordance with the criteria set out above. 

Only one nomination may be submitted in each case. 

The deadline for the submission of nominations to the Director-General shall be 31 May. 

8. Procedure for the award of the prize 
The names of the prizewinner(s) and candidates who receive an honourable mention shall normally be announced every two years as from 1996 on International Day for Tolerance. An official ceremony for the presentation of the prize by the Director-General or his representative shall be held on that date. 

9. Duration 
The prize is created for an indeterminate period. Should the donor or UNESCO decide to stop awarding it, the amounts remaining in the prize account shall be returned to the donor, after deduction of all charges outstanding at the time when the prize is terminated. 

	Contact Email 
	s.lazarev@unesco.org 


