Dear Prime Minister,
Dear Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance,

Dear Minister of Education, Science, Research and Sport
 
And/or 

To Whom it May Concern

recently, scientists the world over have been alerted by reports that Slovak Government has decided to radically cut the European Structural Funds money originally allocated for Research Infrastructures and move them to the highway construction.

  

I am intimately familiar with the Slovak scientific environment – its strengths and weaknesses - having enjoyed close relations with scientists in your country. It is also commonly known fact, that Slovak Research has been strongly underfinanced from 1990 till now and European Structural Funds should gradually improve this weakness of Slovak Science and thus enabling the Slovak Scientific Community to become full-fledged part of the European Research Area. Modern research infrastructure is vital for the science contribution to the society and economy development.  

It is against this background that I am writing to share with you some reflections on the value of research made at European as well as national level. Research matters because it is a vital part of the social tapestry of a modern state. Research not only contributes to innovation and to economic development, it is about man, society and the world, about culture and human perception, about inquiry into phenomena; it is a response to societal problems, to natural hazards and to climate change, a way of improving health and education.

 

With its unique combination of specialized research institutes, Slovak Scientific Institutions can ensure their contribution to the Slovak Republic development based on the principles of Knowledge Society. Slovak Science should be the place where talents grow, stay and are attracted from abroad, where excellence is the leading criterion for support, and where research is spearheaded that will tackle future societal needs. Investment in research infrastructure is an investment into the future, and excellent research centres and teams cannot be established overnight: they need careful, long-term nurturing.
  

If the intention of Slovak Republic is to strengthen the position of the country in European and global innovation cycles it must not overlook the fact that science and technology studies all over the world have concluded that in OECD countries such a policy must rely on a long-term investment in research infrastructure.
 

I do trust, Ms. Prime Minister/Deputy Prime Minister/Minister, that in acting for the best of your country, you will ensure that planned acceleration of highway construction will not affect the level of science financing, will not diminish the number of scientists, and will not adversely affect the ability of the Slovak Republic’s research institutions to provide to young researchers the best of science education and career in their own country.

 

With best personal wishes,

Sincerely yours,

 

 

