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OUR MISSION

Focus on communication, which is both the subject of research and its
methodological framework.

Scientific disciplines:
(1) Social psychology and other psychological disciplines 

(neuropsychology, evolutionary psychology, health psychology, 
environmental psychology)  

(2) Systematic philosophy, history of philosophy, logic and 
methodology of sciences, ethics

(3) Educational sciences

Epistemological and methodological principles:
• transdisciplinarity – neurology, evolutionary biology, nuclear engineering 
• cross-cultural comparative frame
• qualitative methodology in combination with other approaches.

Researchers (FTE):  10,3
Flat structure – thematic research teams
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The RESEARCH STRATEGY of the 
Institute is constructed on following 

pillars:

(1) Gaining knowledge on

(2) unknown phenomena of the individuals     
and societies in the processes of their 

(3) communication and interaction, reflecting 
their involvement in

(4) important and/or urgent societal 
challenges and problems; thus 

(5) enable positive solutions.
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3 RESEARCH PERSPECTIVES

1) Society of Individuals

2) Individuals in the Society

3) Education from Macro and Micro Perspective 

(individuals´ development towards society)
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(1) Society of Individuals
a)  Democracy, Participation, and Inclusion 

• democratic processes in the society 
• public perception of the Roma and interventions to reduce 

anti-Roma prejudice 
• political discourse and legislation concerning inclusive 

education
• participation of people with health disabilities
• cultural and psychological determinants of democratic 

behaviour

b)  Norms in the Society
• interplay between social and moral norms
• norms concerning parenthood, parenting roles and family

c)  New Media 
• new media use by Slovak NGOs 
• new media use by Slovak migrant communities in the Rep.of 

Ireland and in the UK

d)  Society and Technologies 
• interactions between scientific and technological innovations, 

and philosophical, societal, cultural, political, value - and 
ethical context of science and technology innovations



6

(2) Individuals in the Society

a) Social Identities, Transnational Migration, and Intergroup 
Relations
• cross-border mobility, national categorization and 

intergroup relations in changing Europe (Slovaks, Czechs, 
Poles, Germans and Austrians). 

b) Sexuality, Health, and Reproduction 
• Non-medical research in sexuality
• complex contextual background of human sexuality: norms, 

values, gender, human rights, intimate citizenship, and 
human reproduction.

c) Meaning in Human Life 
• pragmatist philosophical paradigm
• meaning of human life, good life and the art of living 

(including empirical research)
• philosophical counselling- relation between theoretical and 

practical philosophy
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(3) Education from Macro 
and Micro Perspective 

a)  Education form macro-perspective: 
• contemporary education policies, administration and school 

governance
• uncovering the ideological backdrop of contemporary 

education policies
• transnational education policies
• focus on preschool and primary education.

b) Literacy, cognition, and metacognition 
• development of learning processes in relation to current 

developments in national and school curricula
• language development and related cognitive and 

metacognitive processes 
• cultural literacy with its various forms of social 

communication 



Nairobi 
International 

Airport
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8.00 CET
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PROJECTS:

international

7FP: Building a platform for enhanced societal research related to
nuclear energy in Central and Eastern Europe – PLATENSO

2013-2016/   21,000 EUR

HORIZON 2020: Citizen and Multi-Actor Consultation on Horizon 2020
– CIMULACT

2015-2018/   532 EUR

DG SANCO: Understanding and addressing youth sexual coercion and
violence as a threat to young people's sexual health in Europe” YSAV

2010-2013/   5,000 EUR

+ informal / “non-institutional“ cooperation projects
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RESEARCH COOPERATIONS
Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic, Faculty of Arts, Faculty of Social Studies

Open University, UK

Hebrew University Jerusalem, Department of Psychology, Israel

Institute of Psychology Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, v.v.i.

Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest, Hungary – Department of Social Psychology

University of Limerick, Ireland, Department of Psychology

Karita Research AB, Sweden

London School of Economics, UK

Rutgers Nisso Groep, Expert centre on sexuality, Netherlands

University of Auckland, NZ

A.N. Herzen State Pedagogical University Sankt Petersburg, Russia

Martin Luther Universität Halle-Wittenberg, Germany

University of East London, UK

University of London, UK, Institute of Education

University of Roehampton, UK

University of Scranton, USA
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Czechs and their 
neighbours

Intergroup attitudes and 
contact in Central Europe

Petrjánošová, M.
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Kaščák, O. & Pupala, B.

School of Golden Collars / 
Education in the Era of 

Neoliberalism
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https://www.degruyter.com/view/j/humaff?rskey=19IQDh&result=1
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1/2012 “Critical Issues in Contemporary Education” 
2/2012 Open Issue 
3/2012 “Engaged Citizens? Political Participation and Social Engagement 

among Youth, Women, Minorities, and Migrants” 
4/2012 “The Qualitative Approach and Diversity in Social Sciences” 
1/2013 “Image in Film and Theatre” 
2/2013 “Corruption versus Transparency, Integrity, Rationalities” 
3/2013 “The world of the printed word” 
4/2013 1.“Metaphysics/Ontology of Culture”; 2.“Neuropragmatism”
1/2014 “Contemporary Academic Culture” 
2/2014 “Contemporary Science Studies: Qualitative or/vs. Quantitative” 
3/2014 1. “Evidence-based Policy Making: Utopia or Reality?” 

2.“Reproduction, Gender, Parenthood” 
4/2014 “New Media and Civic Participation” 
1/2015 “Issues in Economic Anthropology”   
2/2015 “Radical Democracy and Representation” 
3/2015 Open Issue 
4/2015 Open Issue

HUMAN AFFAIRS
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Published by 
De Gruyter Open 

since 2015

https://www.degruyter.com/view/j/jped
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PROJECTS:

national

3 APVV projects:
Sustanaible reproduction in Slovakia: a psycho-social inquiry 

2011-2014/ 196,000 EUR

Analysis of philosophical and ethical dimensions of NBIC technologies 
as related to human enhancement 
2013-2017/ 54,000 EUR

Interventions for prejudice reduction against stigmatized minorities. 
Developing a measure and experimental testing of the contact 
hypothesis under the field conditions 
2015-2019 14,500EUR

6 VEGA projects:

Total 75,000 EUR
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DYNAMICS AND TRANSGRESSION OF NORMS IN SOCIETY
Book Chapters:
• Positive aspects of norms-transgression
• Norms and their transgression in the area of reproduction and 

parenthood
• Positive deviance in education of Roma-children from marginalized

communities
• The „case sex“: Problem with the boundaries between wanted and 

unwanted
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Universities, students, education

PhD Programme:

SCHOOL PEDAGOGY 
in cooperation with 
Faculty of Pedagogy 
Trnava University in Trnava

Research and Teaching Cooperation 
Faculty of Pedagogy, Trnava University, Trnava
Faculty of Pedagogy, Comenius University, 

Bratislava
Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences, 

Comenius University, Bratislava
Faculty of Arts, Cyril and Method University, 
Trnava
Faculty of Arts, University of  Constantine the 
Philosopher, Nitra
University Matej Bel, Banská Bystrica
Faculty of Arts, Comenius University,Bratislava
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STRENGTHS

• Open and reflexive scientific orientation

• Diversified project participation

• International cooperations

• Complex scientific output – global and regional

• International journals: Human Affairs and Journal of 
Pedagogy

• Active cooperation with governmental and non-
governmental bodies

• Visibility in the society
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FUTURE STRATEGIES:

Research Priorities

Enabling social inclusion, reducing prejudice, 
challenging social norms, increasing cultural literacy

Society and technology – ethical and psychological 
issues

32
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FUTURE STRATEGIES:

Resources

External resources – grants and scholarships

• VEGA, KEGA 

• APVV

• Horizon 2020
currently one application under review

• Sectorial: DG Justice......

• Governmental cooperation
expertises/research
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FUTURE STRATEGIES:

Human Resources

 / 


