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OUR MISSION

Focus on communication, which is both the subject of research and its
methodological framework.

Scientific disciplines:
(1) Social psychology and other psychological disciplines

(neuropsychology, evolutionary psychology, health psychology,
environmental psychology)

(2) Systematic philosophy, history of philosophy, logic and
methodology of sciences, ethics

(3) Educational sciences

Epistemological and methodological principles:

« transdisciplinarity — neurology, evolutionary biology, nuclear engineering
 cross-cultural comparative frame
« qualitative methodology in combination with other approaches.

Researchers (FTE): 10,3
Flat structure — thematic research teams



The RESEARCH STRATEGY of the
Institute is constructed on following
pillars:

(1) Gaining knowledge on

(2) unknown phenomena of the individuals
and societies in the processes of their

(3) communication and interaction, reflecting
their involvement in

(4) important and/or urgent societal
challenges and problems; thus

(5) enable positive solutions.



1)
2)

3)

3 RESEARCH PERSPECTIVES

Society of Individuals
Individuals in the Society

Education from Macro and Micro Perspective
(individuals”™ development towards society)



(1) Society of Individuals

a) Democracy, Participation, and Inclusion
« democratic processes in the society
* public perception of the Roma and interventions to reduce
anti-Roma prejudice
» political discourse and legislation concerning inclusive
education
« participation of people with health disabilities

- cultural and psychological determinants of democratic
behaviour

b) Norms in the Society
* interplay between social and moral norms
« norms concerning parenthood, parenting roles and family

c) New Media
« new media use by Slovak NGOs

« new media use by Slovak migrant communities in the Rep.of
Ireland and in the UK

d) Society and Technologies

* interactions between scientific and technological innovatiors,
and philosophical, societal, cultural, political, value - and
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(2) Individuals in the Society

a) Social Identities, Transnational Migration, and Intergroup
Relations

» cross-border mobility, national categorization and
intergroup relations in changing Europe (Slovaks, Czechs,
Poles, Germans and Austrians).

b) Sexuality, Health, and Reproduction
* Non-medical research in sexuality

« complex contextual background of human sexuality: norms,
values, gender, human rights, intimate citizenship, and
human reproduction.

c) Meaning in Human Life
 pragmatist philosophical paradigm
« meaning of human life, good life and the art of living
(including empirical research)

» philosophical counselling- relation between theoretical and
practical philosophy



(3) Education from Macro
and Micro Perspective

a) Education form macro-perspective:

« contemporary education policies, administration and school
governance

* uncovering the ideological backdrop of contemporary
education policies

 transnational education policies
« focus on preschool and primary education.

b) Literacy, cognition, and metacognition

 development of learning processes in relation to current
developments in national and school curricula

» language development and related cognitive and
metacognitive processes

» cultural literacy with its various forms of social
communication
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2010-2013/ 5,000 EUR

+ informal / "non-institutional” cooperation projects
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Abstract

Do the political values of the general public form a coherent system? What might be the source
of coherence? We view political values as expressions, in the political domain, of more basic
personal values. Basic personal values (e.g., security, achievement, benevolence, hedonism)are
organized on a circular continuum that reflects their conflicting and compatible motivations.
We theorize that this circular motivational structure also gives coherence to political values. We
assess this theorizing with data from 15 countries, using eight core political values (e.g., free

enterprise, law and order)and ten basic personal values. We specify the underlying basic values

Search @ Home .+ ContactUs « Login

Download PDF +
Export citation v
Share article v
Article
Abstract

Introduction

Core Political Values

Basic Personal Values
Distinguishing Between Bas...
Hypotheses

Method

Results

Discussion

Conclusion
Acknowledgments
Appendix A: Exemplary PVQ...
Appendix B: ltems used to ...
References

Copyright information

About this article

12



A VOLUME IN ADVANCES IN CULTURAL PSYCHOLOGY: CONSTRUCTING HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

r********1 CHAPTER 13
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CUITURE ] MENTAL B(.)R[S)ERS.
w0 POLITICAL m A oy
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Slovak Academy of Sciences

EDITED BY INTRODUCTION

THALIA MAGIOGLOU

The aim of this chapter is to investigate the relations between cross-horden

mobility, national categorizaton, and intergroup relatons in a changing
Europe. It focuses on voung adults commutng on a regular basis between
the city of Bratslava (the capital of Slovakia) and the city of Vienna (the
capital of Austria)

We share Hopkins' and Dixon's (2006) conviction that social and polin-
cal psvehologists should pay more attention to places and spaces that “play
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VERSITA DOL: 10.2478/513374-004-0237-6

NEW MEDIA, SOCIAL CAPITAL AND TRANSNATIONAL
MIGRATION: SLOVAKS IN THE UK'

G

Abstract: This papes investigazes Slovak migrants' use of new media to build social capital. It draws
on data from a pilot study with 36 Slovaks living in the UK, and on content analysis of the main Facebook
page for Czechs and Slovaks in the UK. The data suggest that Facebook is used for sharing emotions rather
than w build & community and share practical information. While Facebook and Skype are used to maintain
preexisting strong ties in the country of ongin, face-to-face contact and mobile phongs are used to maintain
ties within the UK. However, social media do not seem to facilitate the formation of weak ties prior to
migration, with face-to-face contact being dominant upon arrival. Transnational migration experience forms &
separate dimension within the participants” identity, independent from social capital. The data are discussed
in relation to findings from previous studies about Slovak miigrants in the Republic of Ircland.

Key words: new media; social capital; transnational migration; Slovakia; UK.

Introduction

With the advent of Facehook and other social netwark sites, there has been a renewed
interest in the use of information and communication technologies by migrants; especially
regarding the extent to which these technologies facilitate migration and integration within
the host society (see McGregor & Siegel, 2013 for a review). Mobility and connectivity are
among the delining features of the 21* century migrant, ensuring continuity in migrants’
lives and in the relationships they have with their environments at home, in the host country
or in between (Diminescu, 2008). Therefore 21* century communication and transportation
technologies facilitate the creation of transnational social fields by virtue of their low cost
and rapidity (Glick Schiller, Rash, & Blanc Szanton, 1995). Transnationalism can be defined
as “the process by which immigrants build social fields that link together their country of
origin and their country of settlement (...), take actions, make decisions and feel concerns,
and develop identities within social networks that connect them to two or more societies
simultaneously” (Glick Schiller et al,, 1992, pp. 1-2). From a social psychology perspective,

' This paper was prepared as part of VEGA project no 2/0144/12 “New media as an instrument of
democracy fostering? Mapping current state and potential of civic participation online,”

406 @ Springer
o © Institute for Research in Social Communication, Slovak Academy of Sciences
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every individual. They

pension provision, the falling

the increasing risk of repossession,
are phenomena familiar 1o our fellow
are spreading across western democracies
fear, helplessncss, suspicion

as well, They are phenomena that can be

g the lives of almost

included amongst the global changes affectin
increases in levels of

g levels of consumer spending—all these
citizens across the globe. They are phenomena that

Insecurity in the labour market and in social care and
and impacting negatively on the rest of the world

number of productive people, rising unemployment,
are phenomena that are leading to marked

* This article was supported by VEGA grant no. 2001712,
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VERSITA DOL: 10.2478/513374-012-0019-y

SEXUAL LIFESTYLES IN THE FIELD
OF CULTURAL DEMANDS

GMAR MARKOVA

Abstract: In the research we focus on the construction of the sexual lifestyles of young people—
undergraduates—in Slovakia and ask “which cultural sources are used? and “which cultural demands
exert pressures on thesa constructions”? The znalysis was based on the answers respondents provided w a
questionnzire relating to the preferences of values, sspirations regarding partner xnd sexual life as well 1s the
socin-economic background of respondents. On the basis of the factor analysis und other steps, we obtained
five groups of respondents with different lifestyles: 1. Liberal—free, 2. Partner—monogamous, 3, Natural—
instinctive, 4. Hedonistic—f{ree, 5. Submissive—partner. The research proves that while constructing their
sexual lifestyles, young people experience confusion as to their personal interests, preferences, internal
orientation of partner relationships, and culturally prescribed norms of monogamous relationships.

Keywords: lifestyle, sexuality, partnership =

1. Lifestyles

Conceptualizations of lifestyle are connected with the so-called period of sociology
around the turn of the nineteenth and the twentieth centuries when sociology responded to
the industrialization and urbanization of society. In connection with these social changes
questions relating to consumption and ways of life began to attract attention. The concept
of lifestyle was used by Weber (1919/1978) who claimed that society is not only structured
economically, but is also stratified according to status, which is expressed by lifestyle,
Simmel (1903, 1950} dealt with lifestyle in connection with life in large cities. Tarde painted
out that leisure and consumption were aspects of everyday life, whereby people could
socialize and do something with their lives (Reimer 1995).

At present, the concept of lifestyle is used in a large number of disciplines: ethnology,
sociology, socinl work, psychology, pedagogy, philasophy, political science, economics, mass
communication, neurology, health sciences, ete. Studies have been conducted in parenting
styles, coping styles, styles of learning, attachment styles, healthy and non-healthy lifestyles.

According to Reimer (1993) the current repeated interest in lifestyles is connected
with processes of individualization in society, and with processes of rapid and radical
change affecting the lives of people. The lifestyle concept also relates w studies into the

_@_ Springer 227
© Institute for Research in Social Communication, Slovak Academy of Sciences
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Pedagogy, Culture & Society g{ Routledge
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Ora et labora — the use of prayer in schooling

Ondrej Kascak™™* Pnd Slavomira Gajiakova®

“Centre for Educational Research Slovak Academy of Sciences, Klemensova 19,
Bratislava 1, 813 64, Slovakia; ®Faculty of Education, Trnava University,
Priemyselna c. 4, Trnava, 918 43, Slovakia; “Anton Bernolak Primary and
Pre-school, Ul. S. Tomasika 1, Martin 036 01, Slovakia

This study researches the role prayer plays in a class at a faith primary
school in Slovakia in terms of reproducing the traditional elements of
school organisation/schoolwork, such as accepting authority, conforming
and competing. It looks at non-religious elements of school socialisation
as a consequence of the practice of praying. At the same time, it estab-
lishes the state of research in the psychology of religion and its limits. It
reconstructs the path Slovakia has taken in establishing faith education
and religious elements within education in order to reveal the sociocul-
tural background concerning the practice of prayer in Slovak schools. It
then presents some of the research findings from the ethnographic study

of prayer. Prayer is found to be a strong formal and symbolic element in
school socialisation.

Keywords: prayer; schoolwork; school socialisation; Slovak education;
ritual; ethnography
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o HUMAN AFFAIRS 22, 17-30, 2012
VERSITA DOI: 1024785 13374-012-0003-6

LITERACY AS A TOOL OF CIVIC EDUCATION
AND RESISTANCE TO POWER

G

Abstract: This paper discusses hiteracy as a socio-political phenomenon from the perspective of several
relatively independent educational discourses. The first s critical education theory and research revealing the
hidden mechanisms by which education act in the interests of & global market economy. The second
is the perspective of critical pedagogy on contemporary educational challenges, who offer responses
similar to those discussed i current discourse on informal civic education. The third is the heated discussion
of high-stakes literacy testing {related to OECD literacy studies such as PISA, TALS, etc) the results of
which are used as u source of argumentation for diverse attitudes snd educational consegoences. Based on
an analysis of Hiteracy theory, ressarch on sctive citizenship and civic education, the term “civic literacy™ is
proposed and argued as a relevant conceptual frame for conceptualizing school as an institation which can be
involved in resistunce 10 all forms of power politics or idectogical indoctrination and minipatation, while at
the same time, respecting the traditionz] values and aims of general education.

Keywords: literacy, civic edecation. critical pedagogy, high-stakes-testing

A pedagogical reflection on neoliberalism

If we are to even briefly outline the socio-economic context of the theme we are
concerned with, it is hard to avoid mentioning phenomena such as globalisation and
neoliberalism. A more in-depth critical analyses of the means by which these popular
concepts have been employed within social science studies over the last two decades
reveals that on the whole they are not defined at all (Boas and Gans-Morse 2009) or are
misinterpreted in a variety of ways (Monkman and Baird 2002). Setting foot in this territory
therefore means that we are unlikely o avoid the problem. Nevertheless, we will attempt to
proceed, since the questions with which we are concerned in this article are a natural reaction
to these phenomena and the social consequences that are manifested in all areas of social and
public life. This is particularly so in education,

Let us thercfore, at least briefly, interpret the ways in which the current political
economic ideology of globalized capitalism is reflected in the intense critical pedagogical
discourse which is developing in the shape of a wide-spectrum of critical pedagogical studies
and educational policy analysis.

@ Springer 17
© Institute for Research in Social Comsmunication, Slovak Academy of Sciences
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Universities, students, education

Teaching 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015
P h D P rog ra m m e . ILec'tures [hoursfvesr)? 451 287 a4 470
} IF‘racticum eourses [hoursdear] 2 40 | 108 238
.SC H O O L P E.DAG Q GY Supervized bachelor theses [in total ) M HA M HA
I n Cooperatlon Wlth Supervised dipl oma theses [in total | missing 20 34 41
Fa C U |ty Of Pe d a g O g y Supervized PhD theses [intotal ) 19 27 27 14
Trnava U n|VerS|ty |n Trnava !Membersin FhD committees [in total | g 13 10 10

FEMOMEY MOCI A SOCIALNE NEROVNOSTI

Research and Teaching Cooperation

Faculty of Pedagogy, Trnava University, Trnava

Faculty of Pedagogy, Comenius University,
Bratislava

Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences,
Comenius University, Bratislava

Faculty of Arts, Cyril and Method University,

Trnava

Faculty of Arts, University of Constantine the

Philosopher, Nitra

University Matej Bel, Banska Bystrica 30

Faculty of Arts, Comenius University,Bratislava



STRENGTHS

Open and reflexive scientific orientation
Diversified project participation

International cooperations

Complex scientific output — global and regional

International journals: Human Affairs and Journal of
Pedagogy

Active cooperation with governmental and non-
governmental bodies

Visibility in the society
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FUTURE STRATEGIES:
Research Priorities

Enabling social inclusion, reducing prejudice,
challenging social norms, increasing cultural literacy

Society and technology — ethical and psychological
Issues
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FUTURE STRATEGIES:
Resources

External resources — grants and scholarships
« VEGA, KEGA
« APVV

« Horizon 2020
currently one application under review

o Sectorial; DG Justice......

« Governmental cooperation
expertises/research
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FUTURE STRATEGIES:
Human Resources

®1O
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