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DISTRIBUTION OF MIDDLE AND LATE BRONZE AGE
SWORDS AND DAGGERS WITH AEGEAN ANALOGIES
IN NORTHERN GREECE, ALBANIA,NORTH MACEDONIA,
KOSOVO AND SERBIA*

JAROSEAW WOJCIK

The northern and northwestern peripheries of Mycenaean culture, including areas in northern Greece, Albania, and
to lesser extent North Macedonia, Kosovo and Serbia, present a complex and diverse archaeological landscape. This
diversity arises primarily from three factors: the local cultural distinctions of middle and late Bronze Age societies
in this region, the extent of interaction with Aegean cultures in specific areas, and the varying levels and scope of ar-
chaeological research undertaken there. This article seeks to detail the distribution and features of Aegean swords and
daggers found in mentioned regions. These artefacts will be examined within the wider context of Aegean, especially
Mycenaean, influence in this area. It will help demonstrate trends in different parts of the designated research area,

related to local responses to Aegean influences.
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INTRODUCTION

The study of the impact of Aegean cultures, espe-
cially Mycenaean, to the north has a long tradition in
archaeological research. One of the main themes in
this field has been the diffusion of Aegean weapons
and their imitations into the northern peripheral/
marginal zones. It has been approximately 30 years
since the major contributions in the Prahistorische
Bronzefunde series (Harding 1995; Kilian-Dirlmeier
1993; Papadopoulos 1998) which gathered informa-
tion on daggers and swords from this area. Our
understanding of interactions between the Aegean
world and its peripheries has been expanded. Sig-
nificant new finds from sites such as Liatovouni and
Kato Konitsa in Epirus, Aiani in Western Macedo-
nia, burial sites unearthed in Pieria, singular finds
from the northern part of the area under study,
supplement the insights provided by the most influ-
ential works of K. Kilian (1976), A. F. Harding (1984),
J. Bouzek (1985), K. Wardle (1993), Th. F. Tartaron
(2005) and other authors. The aim of this study is to
integrate old and new data about the weapon finds
into the existing framework of connections of the
Aegean cultures with their northern neighbours.
In the following study, swords and daggers with
Aegean analogies (both imports and imitations)
found in Epirus, Western and Central Macedonia
in Greece, Albania, and a few examples from North
Macedonia, Kosovo, and Serbia are discussed. The
chronological range of these artefacts spans the pe-
riods MM/MH I-LM/LH IIIC in Aegean chronology.

In the studied area, a varied degree of Aegean
influence is observable. The earliest Aegean interac-
tions, likely through maritime routes and on a lim-
ited scale, are evident along the Chalkidiki Peninsula
and in the southern part of Thessaloniki Plain. This
is indicated by discoveries of Middle Helladic True
Gray Minyan, matt-painted, and Late Helladic II
pottery in coastal sites such as Agios Mamas, Moly-
vopyrgos, Torone, and Toumba Thessaloniki (Horejs
2007; Jung 2010, 659; Paviik 2012, 24). The first ceramic
imports also appear in Pieria, encompassing Minyan
pottery in Valtos Leptokarya and LH IIB at the Pighi
Artemidos site, where land contact with Thessaly is
likely (Koulidou 2021, 429). Similar early influences are
noted on the opposite side of the Balkan Peninsula,
manifested in Albania by the appearance of pottery
interpreted as imitations of MH Minyan pottery
(pseudo-Minyan), the first Late Helladic ceramic
imports (Vapheio cup from Pazhok, LH IIA), and
the first Cycladic, Minoan, and Mycenaean metal
artefacts, notably daggers, swords, spearheads, and
straight-back knives (Jung 2010, 665; Onnis 2008,
14-17). The early phase of contact likely also included
the southern part of Serbia, as evidenced by the
discovery of a dagger in the Minoan tradition at the
Lipovacko Gradiste site (Filipovi¢/Milojevi¢ 2015, 16).

During the Palatial period (LH IIIA-B), My-
cenaean contacts intensified and expanded into
previously unreached areas in Macedonia. Myce-
naean-type artefacts spread along major rivers — the
Vardar, Struma, and Halicamon, and from Thessaly
across traversable mountain passes. This phase is
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characterized by imports from the core Mycenaean
area, as well as the production of local imitations
of Helladic pottery, indicating regional preferences
for selected Helladic forms, and also the produc-
tion of matt-painted pottery (Andreou/Psaraki 2007,
416). In Western Macedonia, Aegean type figurines
and a fragment of pottery with Linear script also
appear (Karamitrou-Mentessidi 2013, 127). Pieria, the
southwestern part of Central Macedonia, shows
a high concentration of Mycenaean-type artefacts
in cemeteries (Agios Dimitrios-Spathes, Rema
Xydias, Trimpina, Voulkani-Leivithra), including
pottery, swords, seals, axe-razors, and glass beads,
displaying Thessalian influences. However, there is
no evidence of Mycenaean most characteristic tomb
types — tholoi and chamber tombs with dromos in
this area (Koulidou 2021, 429, 430; Poulaki-Pantermali
2013, 45-62). To the north, Mycenaean influences
are visible in the area along the middle and upper
Vardar, evidenced by finds of local imitations of
Mycenaean pottery, singular sword and double axe
of Aegean type, occurring in the so-called Vardar
or Ulanci Group in North Macedonia (Mitrevski
2022, 64-78). The finds of swords from the north-
ern border of the studied area — from Kosovo and
Serbia — possibly should be dated to this period or
a bit earlier, to the LH/LM 1IB (Filipovi¢/Milanovic/
Milojevic¢ 2015, 17; Harding 1995, 22).

In Epirus, the strongest Mycenaean influences
during the palatial period are visible in its south-
western part, near the mouth of Acheron River and
in the vicinity of Ambracian Gulf. A small-scale
migration of people from provincial Mycenaean
areas, such as Aitoloakarnania or the Ionian Islands,
is suggested by the emergence of a tholos tomb in
Kiperi and a settlement with cyclopean walls on
Xylokastro hill (Ephyra). The Mycenaean influence
in the Epirote interior and the northern part of the
coast is significantly weaker, in the settlements,
arelatively small quantity of Mycenaean pottery ap-
pears; single ceramic vessels, swords, daggers and
spearheads in the Aegean tradition are also found
in a few cist graves. Tools with Mycenaean analogies
also appear, mainly double axes and straight-back
knives (Tartaron 2004, 145, 154, 155).

In Albania, during the LH IIIA-B period, there is
anotable discrepancy in the quantity of Mycenaean
ceramics compared to Mycenaean metal artefacts
like double-edged axes, straight-back knives, Ae-
gean swords, and spearheads. Metal artefacts with
Aegean analogies are found in abundance during
this period, mainly in the valleys of the Devoll, Drin,
and along the middle course of the Mat River, in
central Albania. However, ceramic finds from this
period are very rare, confirmed only at the sites of
Marggéllic and Sovjan (Onnis 2008, 18).

The post-palatial period (LH IIIC) initially brings
a significant increase in imitations of Helladic pot-
tery in Central Macedonian tells, followed by their
disappearance (Assiros) or gradual integration of
protogeometric elements (in Kastanas; Wardle 1993,
134, 135). This chronological phase is poorly recog-
nized in Western Macedonia and Pieria, with only
a few artefacts found in Rema Xydias, Trimpina,
and Treis Elies (Horejs 2012, 135, 136; Koulidou 2021,
417; Poulaki-Pantermali 2013, 64—67). A decrease in
the quantity and quality of Aegean-style pottery
and the emergence of the first hand-made imita-
tions are recorded in Epirus. In terms of pottery,
there is a preference for Mycenaean kylixes. At the
same time, bronze objects are mainly represented
by Type F swords and spearheads, some of which
have Late Helladic analogies. They are dated to the
LH [IB-C period. This period also marks the end of
settlement in Ephyra, where burial mounds appear
in the settlement area (Onnis 2008, 26). In Albania,
the largest quantity of ceramics with Mycenaean
analogies is dated to this period (about 15 complete
vessels and a small number of fragments), with
most found in cemeteries, especially in Tumulus I
in Barg, and a few fragments in the Sovjan settle-
ment and in Tren cave (Tsonos 2017, 329). However,
their distribution is limited only to the southern and
southeastern parts of the country (Aoos valley and
Korgé plain), while the quantity of metal artefacts
with Aegean analogies significantly decreases. In
terms of swords and daggers, one sword from Barg
may be derived from Aegean Type G, and a Type D
sword from Kélcyré, was found alongside a lekythos
dated to this period (Onnis 2008, 21).

DAGGERS AND SWORDS
WITH AEGEAN ANALOGIES

In various archaeological typologies, the distinction
between swords and daggers was usually defined
by the criterion of length —blades reaching a length
below a certain limit were considered daggers,
while longer ones were classified as swords. Differ-
ent authors, however, defined this boundary value
differently, with most works placing it in the range
of 25-35 cm (Taracha 2004, 8). In archaeological ty-
pologies, however, the shape of the shoulders and
the hilt often has greater significance than length,
as is the case with Aegean swords and daggers.
Therefore, within the same archaeological types,
there are specimens that are classified as swords
from a functional point of view, as well as speci-
mens that can be classified as daggers. This led to
a situation where some of the described items from
the working area were included in the series Prahis-
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torische Bronzefunde in publications concerning
both of these groups of artefacts (Kilian-Dirlmeier
1993; Papadopoulos 1998). In this work, the boundary
value distinguishing swords from daggers was set
at 30 cm (following Harding 1995, 6), but the finds
were organized according to a typology based pri-
marily on the shape of the shoulders and the tang
or, in the absence of it (tangless daggers), based on
the shape of the end part of the blade and the place-
ment of the rivets.

Additionally, the concept of the ‘rapier” exists in
Aegean archaeology, referring to swords of con-
siderable length and narrow blade, equipped with
a pronounced midrib (Harding 1995, 20). Specimens
of weapons that can be described as ‘rapier’ ap-
pear within types A (nearly 80% of swords of this
type are over 70 cm in length, although shorter
specimens also occur), Ci, and single specimens of
type D (Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, 61; Molloy 2010, 404;
Taracha 2004, 17).

Tangless Daggers

Perhaps the earliest artefact that can be classified in
this group are daggers assigned to Type IlIb in Bran-
nigan’s typology (so-called ‘heart-shaped triangular
daggers’) with most of the examples found on Crete
and Southern Cyclades and dated to EM III-MM L
Two daggers of this type were uncovered in the
area under study. The dagger from Vodhiné (Tab.
1: 49) in Albania was discovered in the tumulus,
in grave 16, which was likely a cremation grave,
accompanied by ceramic artefacts. According to
A. Harding, this burial should be dated much later,
to the LH IIIC period, suggesting that the dagger
was an heirloom passed down through generations
for about 500 years (Harding 1984, 170). Second dag-
ger is a single find from Lipovacko Gradiste (Tab.
1: 31) in Serbia. Another example from Serbia, found
in Klicevac may be connected to this type, but it dif-
fers in shape, the butt of the blade is not as wide as
in the other daggers of this type (Filipovi¢/Milojevi¢
2015, 18-21). Further artefact with Aegean analo-
gies in this group appear in Albania during the
MH III-LH I/II period. These are tangless daggers
in Th. J. Papadopoulos’ (1998) typology, characterized
by a relatively short (about 20 cm), wide, tapering or
ogival blade. There are two variants, differentiated
by the presence or absence of a midrib. The closest
to Aegean examples is the dagger from Pazhok
(Tab. 1: 40), found in Tumulus I. In the study area,
three more similar daggers have been discovered
in Epirus, in Dodona (Tab. 1: 12-14).

For the finds from Dodona, the exact context is
not known; they likely originate from a prehistoric

settlement (Papadopoulos 1998, 5; Soueref 1986, pl.
51:Ila, IIb, IIf; Tsonos 2015, tab. 16). These specimens,
like most illustrated by Th. J. Papadopoulos (1998),
have three rivets securing the organic part of the
handle, positioned in a straight, horizontal line.
Two of them feature very wide blades with rounded
tips. One of the daggers is quite unique — it has
only notches for rivets at the end, rather than holes
as in the other examples. C. Kleitsas dates them
from the end of the Middle Helladic to the end of
the Late Helladic period. The Middle Helladic and
LH I-II periods in Dodona and more broadly, in all
of Epirus, are poorly attested archaeologically, pos-
sibly first Aegean influences should be dated here
to LH IIIA period (Kleitsas 2021, 80, 81).

This group of artefacts also includes, according
to some authors, daggers with a triangular grip-
plate and three triangularly positioned, massive
rivets, appearing in Albania (Tsonos 2015, tab. 15).
According to A. Harding, this type has no Aegean
analogies, but rather originates from central and
northern ltaly (Harding 1984, 170).

Type A

One of the earliest indications of Aegean influ-
ence in the studied area is the presence of Karo’s
Type A swords or similar variants. These swords
are characterized by a long (typically 70-100 cm),
narrow blade with a distinct midrib. The shoulders
of the sword are rounded, featuring an underde-
veloped, narrow tang. I. Kilian-Dirlmeier identifies
three variants of Type A based on the number and
arrangement of rivets on the tang. These swords
emerged in Aegean cultures during the MM/
MHII-LH IIIA1 period, though examples predating
MM/MH III are rare. The most significant concentra-
tions are found in central and eastern Crete and in
the Peloponnese; the type is also widespread, with
similar examples discovered in Romania and Bul-
garia (Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, 28; Molloy 2010, 404, 405).

In the region discussed in the article, three Type
A swords have been discovered, all in Albania, at
the sites of Midhé, Pazhok, Vajzé (Fig. 1; PL I). The
sword from Vajzé (Tab. 1: 47), classified as variant 3
(‘Schwerter mit drei nicht sehr kriftigen Pflocknieten in
der langen Griffzunge und zwei diinneren Nieten in der
Schultern’) according to I. Kilian-Dirlmeier’s typology
(1993, 18), is closely aligned with Aegean examples.
It was found in cremation grave 12, in tumulus I,
and is believed to be an import from Crete, dating
back to MH III. The grave’s further contents —
ashoe-shaped spearhead, a spearhead with two oval
openings in the blade (Cycladic type), a knife, and
a kantharos with high handles —also exhibit Aegean
analogies (Onnis 2008, 16). The sword from Pazhok
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Fig. 1. Distribution map. 1 — Midhé; 2 — Pazhok; 3 —Vajzg;
4—-6 — Dodona; 7 — Pazhok; 8 — Vodhiné. Legend: a — type
A swords; b — tangless daggers. Author J. Wojcik.

(Tab. 1: 39) was found in Tumulus [ in grave 7 in an
inhumation burial, accompanied by seven flint ar-
rowheads, a knife, two gold spiral rings, a bulbous
amphora, and a Vapheio cup. Notably, the Vapheio
cup, variant III, is characteristic for Mycenaean
culture and dates to the LH IIA period (Tsonos 2017,
328). Further details about the exact find context of
the sword from Midhé (Tab. 1: 36), also unearthed
in a grave, remain unknown (Tsonos 2015, tab. 15).

Swords from Midhé and Pazhok are classified by
L. Kilian-Dirlmeier as unique variants, diverging
from the standard Type A primarily in their wider
tang and increased number of rivets securing the
organic handle. According to reconstructions by
F. Prendi, the organic part of the handle was shaped
into horns, resembling Type C swords (Kilian-
Dirlmeier 1985, 252). ]. Bouzek (1985, 30) proposes
closer similarities for these two swords with long
examples found in Bulgaria and Romania, referred
to as “Transylvanian rapiers’. A. Harding considers
them to be closer to the ‘rapiers’ from Sicily (Hard-
ing 1984, 155). In terms of the form of the tang, or
more precisely, the trapezoidal grip-plate, another
Aegean analogy can be identified in the sword from
Nichoria in Messenia, dated to LH IIIA.

Type C

Another category of Aegean weaponry found
in the study area includes Type C swords in
N. Sandars’ typology. These are characterized by
a hilt formed in the shape of horns, sharply angled
from the blade. Within Type C, two further groups
are identified: Ci and Cii. The primary differences
between these two lie in the details of the tang and
hilt. Type Ci typically has 2-3 rivet holes at the hilt
and 3 on the tang, with a tang extension used to
secure the sword’s pommel. In contrast, Type Cii
lacks rivet holes on the tang and the aforementioned
blade extension. Another distinction is in the flanges
on the tang and shoulders; in Cii, they are higher
and bent inward for better securing of the organic
handle part, explaining the absence of rivet holes in
the tang (Sandars 1963, 122). In I. Kilian-Dirlmeier’s
typology, these swords belong to the Hornerschwer-
ter types 1a and 1b — swords with obliquely raised
horns. The variants are differentiated based on the
hilt covering shape — straight-ended in variant 1a,
and rounded with a central notch in 1b. Further
classification is based on the number and form of
rivets securing the handle (Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, 42).
In Bulgaria and Romania, there is a unique group
of Type C swords — variant Ciii. These are typically
very long swords with a narrower blade than stand-
ard Type C. The horns forming the hilt are longer,
more massive, and entirely metallic, without space
for organic materials, angling more from the handle
than in the other two variants (Driessen/Macdonald
1984, 58). In I. Kilian-Dirlmeier’s typology, they are
referred to as Hornerschwerter Typ 3b. She addition-
ally identifies variant 3a for a singular example from
Shtogj, described below (Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, 42, 43,
50). The characteristic hilt form of Type C originates
from the Shaft Graves period, as suggested by the
arrangement of gold elements originally found on
the organic parts of the handles of swords from
Grave V in the Shaft Grave Circle A at Mycenae.
According to B. Molloy, these swords are dated to
LH I-IIIB. They are widespread in the Aegean, with
the largest concentrations found in cemeteries in the
Argolid and Crete (Molloy 2010, 405—-407).

In the region under study, 17 examples of Type C
swords and daggers have been discovered, origi-
nating from 13 sites, with one specimen from an
unspecified location near Mount Olympus (Fig. 2;
PL II). In Central Macedonia, this type of weapon
is represented by finds from Pieria: in Agios Dim-
itrios-Spathes (Tab. 1: 1), Trimpina (Tab. 1: 45), and
the area around Mount Olympus (Tab. 1: 46). The
dagger from Spathes and the sword from Trimpina
were found in cemeteries showing strong Mycenaean
influences. The first was recovered from a plundered
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Fig. 2. Distribution map. 1 — Agios Dimitrios-Spathes; 2 — Aiani; 3, 4 — Burrel; 5 — Dodona; 6 — Gérmenj; 7 — Grevena;

8 — Guvnishté; 9 — Iglarevo; 10 — Komsi; 11, 12 - Mesogephyra; 13 — Shtogj; 14 — Tetovo; 15 - Trimpina; 16 — ‘Mount Olym-

pus’; 17 — Varibop; 18 — Aiani; 19 — Brug; 20 — Gérmenj; 21 — Grevena; 22 — Kato Konitsa; 23 — Kélcyré; 24 — Liatovouni;

25 —Mazaraki; 26 — Nénshat; 27 — Rrethe Bazje; 28 — Iglarevo. Legend: a — type C daggers and swords; b — type D daggers
and swords; ¢ — unknown type sword. Author J. Wojcik.
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grave (Poulaki-Pantermali 2013, 60). The latter, uncov-
ered in skeletal grave 16, was accompanied by three
bronze pins, a straight-back knife, a spearhead and
spear butt, as well as bronze and alabaster beads
(Poulaki-Pantermali 2013, 58, 59).

Two specimens were found in Western Macedo-
nia. First one was discovered in a cemetery in Aiani
(Tab. 1: 4), in male skeletal grave 22. It was partially
inserted into a bronze chape, which was conical in
shape with a spherical end. Other artefacts from
grave 22 include a leaf-shaped spearhead, a bronze
pin, amber and glass beads, two Mycenaean alabas-
tra, a Mycenaean piriform jar, and one undecorated,
hand-made vessel (Karamitrou-Mentessidi 2013,
113-123). The second sword (Tab. 1: 19) was found
in Grevena, but the context of the find is unknown
(Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, 45).

From Epirus, three specimens are known: one
from an uncertain context, likely from the set-
tlement in Dodona (Tab. 1: 9), and two from the
Mesogephyra site (Tab. 1: 33, 34), presumably from
destroyed graves. Six examples originate from
Albania. The sword from Varibop (Tab. 1: 48) was
found in a damaged tumulus, believed to be from
a destroyed grave. Alongside the sword, the grave
also contained a spearhead with a geometric pattern
and pottery fragments (Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, 47).
The sword from Shtogj (Tab. 1: 43) was unearthed
in grave 9 of tumulus 2, accompanied by two leaf-
shaped spearheads, a pin, two knives, four amber
beads, and two gold spirals (Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993,
49; Kurti 2017, 215). A specimen from Gérmenj
(Tab. 1: 17) was discovered in a cemetery (Andrea
1981, 224; Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, 61). The sword from
Komsi (Tab. 1: 28), as suggested by A. Tsonos (2015,
tab. 15), likely originated from a destroyed grave,
though I. Kilian-Dirlmeier (1993, 45) indicates that
the context of this find remains unknown. Two
swords were found at a site in Burrel (Tab. 1: 7, 8)
within a tumulus cemetery (Andrea 1983-1984, 106,
107; Tsonos 2015, tab. 15). The sole Type C sword find
from North Macedonia, found in Tetovo (Tab. 1: 44),
as per A. F. Harding (1995, 21), was likely unearthed
in a grave, though D. Mitrevski (1998, 450) describes
it as a single find. The sword from Iglarevo (Tab.
1: 21) in Kosovo was discovered in a skeletal grave,
alongside a spearhead, a flanged axe, a knife, and
a whetstone (Harding 1995, 21). This group also
includes the only known example of a sword with
Mycenaean analogies from Serbia, found at the
Guvnishté (Tab. 1: 20) site, which is a single find
(Filipovi¢/Milanovic/Milojevic¢ 2015, 10, 11).

Most of these swords likely did not originate from
the major Mycenaean and Minoan centres, as they
display certain differences, especially in the number
and placement of rivets, indicating a local or periph-

eral character of these weapons. The swords from
Shtogj, Guvnishté, and the dagger from Spathes are
the most distinct from the Mycenaean Type C. In the
Shtogj example, the horns end straight rather than
being rounded or sharply terminated as in other vari-
ants. It has additional small rivet holes at the ends of
the horns and an extra thickening perpendicular to
the blade within the shoulders, features not present
in typical variants of Type C swords. In I. Kilian
Dirlmeier’s classification, it is the only representa-
tive of the Hornerschwert type 3a (Kilian-Dirlmeier
1993, 49). The Guvnishté sword’s flanges continue
across the blade, also delineating the lower part of
the organic handle section. The Spathes dagger is
notable for its short length, with the preserved part
measuring only 24 cm (Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, 44). It
finds its closest analogy in the dagger from Agrelia
in Thessaly (Poulaki-Pantermali 2013, 60). The sword
from Iglarevo also exhibits specific, local character-
istics. A feature it shares with the Shtogj sword is
the straight ending of the horns forming the guard.
It differs from other Type C examples mainly in
the quantity and arrangement of rivets within the
sword’s shoulders: there are 12, closely spaced and
arranged semi-circularly along the horns. The sword
from Tetovo is unique for its decoration with two
symmetrically positioned semicircular motifs within
the shoulders, a feature without analogy in other
Type C swords (Harding 1995, pl. 4: 24). While other
examples from the studied area strongly resemble the
hilt shape of swords from the core Aegean cultural
regions, a specific feature for some is the placement
of rivets within the hilt in two pairs, located in the
upper and lower parts of the shoulders (Onnis 2008,
28). This rivet arrangement appears in the swords
from Dodona, Varibop, Gérmenj, Tetovo, Guvnishté,
and Shtogj (excluding the additional small holes for
rivets at the ends of the horns in the latter). Among
the Type C swords from the core Mycenaean cultural
area illustrated by 1. Kilian-Dirlmeier (1993), only the
sword found in Athens, cat. no. 80, shows this feature.
The closest to the examples from Aegean centres
seem to be the sword from the vicinity of Mount
Olympus, Komsi, Grevena, and a damaged specimen
from Mesogephyra.

Type D

In Type D swords, the guard is formed by two
rounded elements that extend at a right angle
from the blade. These swords are generally shorter
than Type C swords. Two variants, Di and Dii, are
distinguished. Di dates from the LH II to LH IIIB,
and Dii from LH IITA2 to LHIIIC. In both variants,
there is a flange along the shoulders and tang, up
to three rivets in the tang, and up to two at the
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hilt. Early examples typically have a relatively flat
blade cross-section with a subtly defined midrib,
while later swords may lack the midrib and have
a lens-shaped cross-section. There is a trend to-
ward shorter lengths in later examples: Di ranges
from 35 to 65 cm, and Dii from 35 to 45 cm. One of
the most distinctive differences between the two
variants is the design of the tang’s end. In vari-
ant Dii, there is no plate for mounting the sword’s
pommel; instead, the tang widens significantly,
forming a T-shaped end. The majority of Type Di
swords are found around Dendra and Mycenae on
the Greek mainland and in Knossos and Chania
in Crete, while variant Dii is more widely dis-
tributed in the Aegean (Molloy 2010, 407, 408). In
I. Kilian-Dirlmeier’s typology, they belong to the
Kreuzschwerter group, divided similarly as in
N. Sandars’ typology —type 1 includes swords with
a pommel mounted on a special plate or with a tang
that ends straight, while type 2 features a T-shaped
(originally described as crescent-shaped — sichelfor-
mige) tang. In type 1, further variants are distin-
guished based on the number and characteristics
of rivets in the tang and the shoulders of the sword,
as well as based on blade decorations; in type 2,
distinctions are made based on the presence or
absence of a midrib and blade decorations (Kilian-
Dirlmeier 1993, 58—-63).

In the study area, 10 Type D swords have been
discovered, each at a different site. Two specimens
were found in Western Macedonia (Fig. 2; PL III).
The sword from Aiani (Tab. 1: 3) was uncovered
in a cemetery, in a male grave 3, accompanied by
a leaf-shaped spearhead with three central ribs,
a bronze pin, glass beads, a Mycenaean alabastron,
and a matt-painted vessel (Karamitrou-Mentessidi
2013, 113-123). The sword from Grevena (Tab.
1: 18) originates from an unknown context (Kilian-
Dirlmeier 1993, 61).

In Epirus, Type D swords and daggers are
known from three sites. The sword from Mazaraki
(Tab. 1: 32) was found in a cist grave that held the
remains of three individuals. The grave’s contents
included three spearheads (one flame-shaped and
two leaf-shaped), a dagger, two knives, a whetstone,
wire spirals, clay beads, a Mycenaean stirrup jar,
a local imitation of a Mycenaean alabastron, and
three one-handled cups. Additionally, fragments
of Mycenaean-style kylixes were discovered in
the fill of the grave. The dating of the grave has
been determined to be from the LH IIIB—C period
(Kleitsas 2017, 257, 258; Vokotopoulou 1969, 192, 193).
The dagger from Kato Konitsa (Tab. 1: 26) was
likely found in a grave. This dagger, along with
a bronze split-socketed spearhead, was delivered
to a museum. Subsequent investigation at the site

where these items were discovered revealed two
cist graves: one undisturbed and intact, and the
other disturbed and empty. However, in the soil
removed from the disturbed grave, two bronze
buttons were found (Kleitsas 2017, 252, 253). The
sword from Liatovouni (Tab. 1: 29) was discovered
in an area of a cemetery, likely originating from
a destroyed grave. It is earlier than the oldest grave
T. 59 at the site, which is dated to the LH IIIC period
(Douzougli 1996, 56; Douzougli/Papadopoulos 2010, 22;
Kleitsas 2017, 255).

From Albania, five examples of Type D swords
and daggers are known. The sword from Kélcyré
(Tab. 1: 27) was found in a damaged tumulus, in
one of two cist graves (grave 1). Other finds from
this context include a leaf-shaped spearhead, local
pottery, and a lekythos, which should possibly be
dated to LH IIC (Bodinaku 1988, 35, 36; Wardle 1993,
130). The sword from Gérmenj (Tab. 1: 16), as per
A. Tsonos (2015, tab. 15), might have originated from
a grave, but I. Kilian-Dirlmeier (1993, 61) indicates that
the context of the find is unknown. The specimen
from Rrethe Bazje (Tab. 1: 42) was discovered in a tu-
mulus, but further details are not provided (Kilian-
Dirlmeier 1993, 61). The examples from Brug (Tab. 1: 6)
and Nénshat (Tab. 1: 37) are from unknown contexts
(Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, 61; Tsonos 2015, tab. 15).

Similar to Type C swords and daggers, certain
Type D examples also exhibit local features. The
specimen from Kato Konitsa has a tang that is
flanged on only one side. Additionally, it has extra
holes for rivets in the projecting rounded quil-
lons, a feature that connects it with swords from
Kélcyré and Nénshat, but is not present in other
Type D sword and dagger examples illustrated by
A.Papadopoulos and I. Kilian-Dirlmeier. The sword
from Nénshat is exceptionally long — over 100 cm —
making it the longest known example of this type
(Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, 57). The specimen from Aiani
is decorated with a double row of running spirals.
In the Aegean, this type of decoration on Type D
swords appears in Crete, in those illustrated by
I. Kilian Dirlmeier, particularly in examples from
Knossos (Zapher Papoura and Sellopoulo; Kilian-
Dirlmeier 1993, 60).

Type E

Type E, in N. Sandars’ typology, is a dagger that
appears infrequently in Aegean cultures. This type
comprises two variants: Ei and Eii, both having
a maximum length of about 40 cm. Variant Ei is
dated to the Middle Minoan II period (with most
specimens originating from Crete), while variant Eii
emerges in the LH IIIA-B periods. Both variants are
characterized by a flanged hilt and a short, wide, flat
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Fig. 3. Distribution map. 1 - Paramythia; 2, 3 - Dodona; 4 — Elaphotopos-Kalivia; 5 — Kalbaki; 6 — Kastritsa; 7 — Liatovouni;
8 — Mesopotamos; 9 — Pedini; 10 — Agios Dimitrios-Spathes; 11 — Barg; 12 — Katakali. Legend: a — type E dagger; b - type
F daggers and swords; c - type G daggers and swords. Author J. Wéjcik.

blade with a rounded tip. However, they differ in the
design of the tang’s end: in variant Eii, it is T-shaped,
while in Ej, it is either straight or comes with a plate
for mounting the pommel (Sandars 1963, 132, 133).

In the region under discussion, only one speci-
men of this type has been identified, which was
found in Paramythia (Tab. 1: 38) in Epirus (Fig. 3).
It was discovered in a cist grave alongside a leaf-
shaped spearhead. Notably, the tang of this dagger
is flanged on only one side (Kleitsas 2017, 258).

Type F

Type F represents another variety of Mycenaean
weaponry, distributed in the described area. The
earliest examples are dated to the LH IIIA2, but they
are most commonly found in the LH IIIB and IIIC
periods (Molloy 2010, 408, 409). Specimens of this
type continue to appear into the Submycenaean
period (Stavropoulou-Gatsi/Jung/Mehofer 2012, 256).
Type F is regarded as a development of Types E and

Dii, sharing characteristics such as a lens-shaped
cross-section of the blade without a midrib and
a relatively short length. The cutting edges of the
blade are parallel for most of its length, with the tip
being more rounded than in Type D. The classifica-
tion into Fi and Fii variants follows similar principles
as in Types D and E: variant Fii features a T-shaped
tang, while Fi has a straight end or includes a plate
for mounting the pommel. The sword’s shoulders
form an angle close to right, and there is no guard.
During the LH IIIB period, these swords typically
measure 40 to 45 cm in length, while in the LH IIIC
period few examples exceed 50 cm. The tang usually
has two to four rivet holes, and up to two rivet holes
are situated at the shoulders. This type is widely
distributed, with most specimens found in central
and eastern Crete, Mycenae, and Epirus (Molloy 2010,
408, 409). In I. Kilian-Dirlmeier’s classification, the
division into types is based on a similar principle as
inN. Sandars’ typology — F1 has a straight tang end-
ing or an additional plate for mounting the pommel,
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whereas F2 features a T-shaped tang. Further variants
of type F2 are distinguished based on the presence
or absence of additional plates securing the organic
part of the handle at the level of the sword’s shoulders
(respectively variants a and b), or flanges on one side
only (variant ¢; Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, 81-85).

In the studied area, eight Type F swords/daggers
have been identified, distributed across seven sites,
all situated in Epirus (Fig. 3; PL. IV). The Mesopota-
mos (Tab. 1: 35) specimen was found approximately
100 m south of the Hellenistic Nekromanteion site,
but its exact context remains unidentified (Kilian-
Dirlmeier 1993, 84; Papadopoulos 1998, 26; Tartaron
2004). Two short examples were unearthed in
Dodona (Tab. 1: 10, 11). One was located within
a prehistoric settlement area, and the other is pre-
sumed to have originated also from this settlement
(Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, 85). The dagger from Pedini
(Tab. 1: 41) was discovered in a pit grave, accompa-
nied by a flame-shaped spearhead, a wheel-made
LH IIIC cup, and a clay spindle whorl. Nearby,
a bronze straight-back knife was also found (Kleitsas
2017, 254). The Kastritsa (Tab. 1: 24) specimen was
excavated from a cist grave, no other finds were
reported (Dakaris 1968, 34; Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, 83;
Papadopoulos 1998, 26). A sword from Liatovouni
(Tab. 1: 30) was retrieved from skeletal pit grave 59,
which was likely beneath a leveled tumulus, and the
burial included, in addition to this sword, another
from the Naue II family, two spearheads, two rock
crystal beads, and various bronze elements believed
to be parts of armour, primarily composed of organ-
ic materials: 11 bosses, buttons, two rivets, and five
nails (Douzougli/Papadopoulos 2010, 23). The dagger
from Kalbaki (Tab. 1: 23) was found in cist grave A,
alongside a flame-shaped spearhead, a curved knife,
and a ceramic vessel. The Elaphotopos-Kalivia (Tab.
1: 15) specimen is a single find (Kilian-Dirlmeier
1993, 85; Papadopoulos 1998, 26). Most of the exam-
ples are dated to LH IIIB-C periods, swords from
Liatovouni and Pedini possibly should be assigned
to LH IIIC (Douzougli/Papadopoulos 2010, 22; Onnis
2008, 26).

The swords from Elaphotopos-Kalivia, Kalbaki,
Mesopotamos, and one of the specimens from Do-
dona are characterized by being flanged on only
one side (Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, 84, 85). This feature
is distinctive for the specimens from Epirus and is
not observed in daggers and swords from the core
area of Mycenaean and Minoan cultures. Addition-
ally, this feature appears on other daggers from
Epirus, from Paramythia (Type E) and Kato Konitsa
(Type D). The reason for its development is challeng-
ing to explain, as it resulted in one grip scale being
less securely attached than the other, consequently
reducing the handle’s durability.

Undoubtedly, the most remarkable specimen is
the one from Liatovouni. It has rich spiral decora-
tion along the centre of the blade and the sides of
the flanges. This is the only representative of Type F
adorned in this manner, although such decoration
appears in other types of Aegean swords, as seen
in the Type D sword from Aiani within the study
area (Douzougli/Papadopoulos 2010, 23; Karamitrou-
Mentessidi 2013, 113-123).

Type G

Type G swords exhibit a wide range of lengths,
spanning from 40 to over 100 cm. Type Gi, an evolu-
tion of Type C, features a relatively narrow midrib,
a broader blade, and slightly curved horns that
form the hilt, extending perpendicularly from the
blade. The tang is flanged and typically includes
up to three rivet holes, with an additional one or
two holes near the sword shoulders. Notably, many
specimens of this type have a T-shaped tang. The
blade cross-section is generally flat. This sword type
dates to the LH IIIA2-LH IIIB periods. The most
significant concentrations of Gi swords have been
noted in Mycenae on the Greek mainland, as well
as in Simi and around Knossos in Crete. Type Gii,
while less common, has a broader distribution and
significant morphological variation. It is typically
characterized by a T-shaped and flanged tang, one
to four rivets in the tang and up to two at the level of
the sword shoulders. The hilt is formed by right-an-
gled curved horns, with ends directed towards the
sword tip. Blades are generally relatively flat, with
an oval cross-section and no midrib, though some
specimens may exhibit ribbing along the blade. The
shortest examples measure about 35 cm in length,
with the longest reaching 57.5 cm. This type is at-
tributed to the LH IIIC period (Driessen/Macdonald
1984, 61-63; Molloy 2010, 409; Sandars 1963, 139, 140).
In I. Kilian-Dirlmeier’s typology, these swords are
categorized as Hornerschwerter group 2, featuring
‘hanging horns’ (hingende Horner). Types 2a and 2b
are differentiated based on the form of the flanges —
2a has folded flanges, while 2b features massive
flanges. Further variants are distinguished based on
the form of the tang’s end, which may be straight,
have an additional plate, or possess a T-shaped form
(Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, 43).

From the discussed area, three Type G examples
are known, each originating from a different site
(Fig. 3; PL. V). One specimen from Central Macedonia
was discovered in the cemetery at Agios Dimitrios-
Spathes (Tab. 1: 2). It was found in grave 8, the richest
in the cemetery, including two individuals. Along
with the aforementioned sword, a spearhead, beads
(primarily made of amber), four seals of the Main-
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land Popular Group, a bronze pin, several stone
objects (possibly spindles, buttons, or weights), and
Mycenaean pottery including two alabastra and
a pilgrim flask were found (Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993,
48; Poulaki-Pantermali 2013, 58). Another sword from
Western Macedonia was found at Katakali (Tab.
1: 25), in a cist grave. Associated with the same con-
text are a spearhead, a finger ring, and four phalerae
(Karamitrou-Mentessidi 2013, 119; Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993,
48; Rhomiopoulou 1969, 14, 15). The only Type G sword
found in Albania was unearthed in grave 162 in
Tumulus I at Barg (Tab. 1: 5), accompanied by a spear-
head and a two-handled cup with matt-painted
decoration (Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, 50; Onnis 2008, 22).

The sword from Barg, despite its heavily dam-
aged tang, is the most divergent from the standard
Type G. The Spathes sword is a typical representa-
tive of the Gi variant, it has pronounced midrib
without ribbing, a feature also found in Gi and
Gii specimens from Crete. The Katakali sword’s
closest analogies are with a specimen illustrated
by I. Kilian-Dirlmeier from Sklavoi in Crete (Kilian-
Dirlmeier 1993, 48).

Unknown type

The second sword from Iglarevo (Tab. 1: 22) in
Kosovo has not been classified into any specific type
within the typologies of N. Sandars and 1. Kilian-
Dirlmeier (Fig. 2). A. Harding (1995, 21) categorizes it
as a ‘Mycenaean-type rapier’. R. Jung (2018, 243, 244)
classifies it as a Mycenaean sword of type A, noting
that it was later modified with the addition of a new
hilt. The hilt of this sword is significantly damaged.
While the length and shape of the blade might sug-
gest an affiliation with type A, blades with these
characteristics also appear in type C and D swords
from the studied area. It was found in a grave, along-
side a tanged knife, a dagger, and a metal socket, pos-
sibly belonging to the sheath (Harding 1995, 21, 104).

OTHER FINDS

In the study area, ancillary elements associated
with swords, such as marble sword pommels and
scabbard chapes, have been identified (Fig. 4).
Marble pommels have been found at three sites
in Central Macedonia: two at the tell settlement at
Thessaloniki (Tab. 1: 56, 57), one in the tell at Assiros
(phase 7; Tab. 1: 53), and another in the cemetery at
Agios Dimitrios-Spathes (Tab. 1: 50; Jung 2018, 244;
Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, 74). Additionally, a similar
artefact was unearthed in Northern Macedonia —in
a skeletal grave at the site of Markova Susica (Tab.
1: 55; Mitrevski 1998, 451; 2022, 95). Three scabbard

chapes were also found within the study area. Two
of these were located in Western Macedonia: the
aforementioned one found with the Type C sword
from Aiani (Tab. 1: 51) and another, of the same
type, from a looted grave at the nearby cemetery in
Ano Komi (Tab. 1: 52). The third was discovered in
Iglarevo (Tab. 1: 54) in Kosovo, context of this find
was described in the previous section (Harding 1995,
104; Karamitrou-Mentessidi 2013, 119).

CONCLUSIONS

Most finds of Aegean swords and daggers have
been unearthed in graves, but this is not a uni-
versal rule for other metal artefacts with Aegean
analogies. Aegean-style spearheads (Sesklo type
and split-socketed) are found in both graves and
hoards. Double axes, belonging to categories III
and IV in H. G. Buchholz’s typology, are typically
found in hoards or as single finds, and are absent
from graves (Buchholz 1959, 21-30; Bunguri 2012,
34; Kleitsas/Mehofer/Jung 2018, 79, 80). Aegean-like
pottery in this region has been discovered in both
settlements and cemeteries, though its presence var-
ies across different areas. The distribution Aegean
swords and daggers compared with distribution of
Helladic pottery is depicted in Figure 4.

A comprehensive analysis reveals regional
variations in the occurrence of Aegean swords and
daggers. The earliest examples, dating back to the
Middle Helladic and LH I-II periods, are found far
north of the major Mycenaean and Minoan centres,
specifically in Albania and one instance in Serbia.
Swords from Pazhok and Vajzé were discovered
alongside Aegean-style pottery. The combination
of a sword, knife, and spearhead at these sites
mirrors similar assemblages in Aegean cultures
of these periods (Onnis 2008, 16). However, Epirus
and North Macedonia, lying on potential over-
land routes to Albania and Serbia, lack similarly
early artefacts. Some researchers, though, identify
pseudo-minyan pottery in Epirus (KII/III Minyan
Subset). It is likely that these regions were not en-
gaged in contact with Aegean cultures in this early
period. The hypothesis of a maritime route leading
to Albania is suggested, with several sites near the
coast containing Aegean material from the pre- and
early Mycenaean phase of interaction (Bejko 2009,
12; Mitrevski 2022, 82-84).

During the palatial period (LH IIIA-B), the dis-
tribution of Mycenaean swords and daggers reach
as far as Serbia in the north. Most of the finds in
Albania date to this period. However, none have
been found in contexts with Aegean pottery. The
Mat River valley in Albania is unique in this regard,
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Fig. 4. Distribution of Aegean daggers, swords, pommels and chapes in the area of the study compared with the distribu-
tion of LH I-III pottery and its imitations. 1 — Agios Dimitrio-Spathes; 2 — Aiani; 3 — Barg; 4 — Brug; 5 — Burrel; 6 — Dodona;
7 —Elaphotopos-Kalivia; 8 - Gérmenj; 9 — Grevena; 10 - Guvnishté; 11 —Iglarevo; 12 - Kalbaki; 13 — Kastritsa; 14 — Katakali;
15 — Kato Konitsa; 16 — Kélcyré; 17 — Komsi; 18 — Liatovouni; 19 — Mazaraki; 20 - Mesogephyra; 21 — Mesopotamos; 22 —
Midhé; 23 — Nénshat; 24 — Paramythia; 25 — Pazhok; 26 — Pedini; 27 — Rrethe Bazje; 28 — Shtogj; 29 — Tetovo; 30 — Trimpina;
31 —"Mount Olympus’; 32 — Vajzé; 33 — Varibop; 34 — Vodhing; 35 — Agios Dimitrios-Spathes; 36 — Ano Komi; 37 — Assiros;
38 — Markova-Susica; 39 — Thessaloniki (Toumba). Legend: a — one dagger/sword; b — two daggers/swords; c —six daggers/
swords; d — one pommel; e — two pommels; f — one chape of a sword’s sheath; g — pottery. Author J. Wéjcik.

with seven swords showing Aegean parallels, dated
from LH I to LH IIIB, found in the absence of con-
temporary Aegean pottery from this area. A dis-
tinctive feature in Albania is that during the peak
development and expansion of Mycenaean culture,
Helladic pottery appears in minimal quantities,
while metal artefacts predominate. Additionally,
metal artefacts are found much further north than
the Late Helladic IIIA-B pottery (Bejko 2009, 12, 13).

Only two daggers dated to the LH IIIC period
were found in Albania, both together with Helladic

pottery. The reduction in quantity of late swords and
daggers deriving from Aegean types is linked to
the import and local production of swords from the
Naue II family (Bejko 2009, 13). Most of the bronze
examples of this type are known from the study
area from Albania, some of them showing local
features that may reference older Aegean forms. For
some specimens, the composition of the alloy used
in production (high tin content, over 10%) indicates
their local or Aegean provenance (Molloy 2018, 88,
91). Similarly, in the areas of North Macedonia and
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Serbia, no Aegean swords and daggers younger
than LH IIIB have been found.

In Epirus, Aegean swords and daggers appear in
the LH IIIA-B period mainly in the interior, where
Aegean influences seem weaker than on the south-
west coast. Only in the case of the Mazaraki grave
there is confirmed occurrence of both a sword and
Helladic pottery in one context. However, in several
other instances, Mycenaean pottery does appear at
the same sites (Dodona) or, in cases of some graves,
at settlements in the vicinity (Kastritsa, Liatovouni,
Mesopotamos). The regional grouping of Type F
swords (LH IIIB-C) in Epirus is quite unique, as
they do not appear in neighbouring Albania and
Macedonia. Additionally, many of them were
probably locally produced (Onnis 2008, 26). The
appearance of Naue II swords (only two bronze
examples, distributed in northern part) did not
bring as significant change as in Albania; Aegean
Type F continued to be used (Kleitsas 2017, 259). The
grave T. 59 in Liatovouni is particularly noteworthy
for featuring swords from both Aegean and Naue I1
traditions in a single burial, a practice also observed
only in Kouvaras in Acarnania, in a grave dated to
the Submycenaean-Early Protogeometric periods
(Stavropoulou-Gatsi/Jung/Mehofer 2012, 256).

In Western Macedonia and the southwestern part
of Central Macedonia (Pieria), most Aegean-type
swords and daggers are dated to the LH IIIA-B
period. Both examples from Aiani were found in
contexts with Late Helladic pottery. In Pieria, the
Type G sword from Spathes was discovered in
a grave accompanied by Mycenaean pottery and
seals in the Mainland Popular Group style, which
frequently occur in Thessaly. In these two regions,
Aegean swords and daggers are part of a broader
spectrum of Aegean influences. Cemeteries where
they are found also feature Aegean pottery, and in
the case of Pieria, a wide set of other Mycenaean
items (Karamitrou-Mentessidi 2013, 113—123; Poulaki-
Pantermali 2013, 45-62).

The scarcity of dagger and sword finds in the rest
of Central Macedonia, despite a relatively common
presence of Helladic pottery in tell settlements, is
likely linked to the very few burials in this area.
As mentioned earlier, most weapons of this type
were discovered in funeral contexts in neighbour-
ing regions. However, the finds of pommels in tells
indicate that Aegean weapons were also used in
this region. Conversely, swords and daggers are
absent from sites with Helladic-style pottery along
the middle Vardar, where cemeteries are present
(Mitrevski 2022, 95; Wardle 1993, 134, 135).

The most northerly finds, Type C swords from
Iglarevo, Guvnishté, and Tetovo, exhibit morpholog-
ical differences compared to other examples of this

type. Chemical composition analysis of the alloy
used to make the sword from Tetovo distinguishes
it from other bronze objects from North Macedonia,
dated to the Late Bronze Age. Further examination
of the contents of lead isotopes revealed that the ore
used for its production originated from Cyprus and
is also similar to the isotopic compositions found
in ingots from the Uluburun shipwreck. However,
it is challenging to determine whether the sword
was made locally from imported ore or produced
in the Aegean region and then deposited far north
(Gavranovi¢/Papazovska/Mehofer 2021, 135, 141-143).

In the case of some specimens, their prestigious
function can be indicated. Swords and daggers
in the Aegean tradition appeared in the studied
area in relatively rich graves (in Agios Dimitrios-
Spathes, Aiani, Liatovouni, Mazaraki, Pazhok,
Shtogj, Trimpina). Additionally, a relatively small
percentage of the deceased were equipped with
Aegean swords or daggers. In Albania, some burial
mounds contain hundreds of burials (for example
Barg I — over 180), but no site has been identified
with more than two swords or daggers with Aegean
analogies (Tsonos 2015, tab. 25). In the case of West-
ern Macedonia and Pieria, if such weapons appear
at cemeteries at all, they are found in only one or
two out of dozens of burials (Aiani — 41 burials,
Spathes — at least 52 burials, Trimpina — 26 burials).
In Epirus, due to the small number of discovered,
often looted graves, it is difficult, at least for now, to
identify social differences, yet the quantity of Ae-
gean weapons seems to be quite high. In the inner,
northern part of Epirus (Zagoriou-Kalama region),
out of 10 funeral sites — small cemeteries (with few
burials) or isolated graves, six have yielded an
Aegean sword or dagger (Vasileiou 2021, 626, 627).

Summarizing the distribution of these types of
artefacts, it is evident that there is a strong regional
variation across the entire area. This variation is not
unique to swords and daggers, as regional trends
are observed in the distribution of various types
of Aegean pottery, tools and their local imitations.
This variation arises partly from the differences in
chronology and the intensity of contacts in specific
zones. Additionally, it is influenced by the choices
of local communities. In certain areas, the presence
of artefacts possibly correlates with local demand —
predominantly metal objects in Albania and Epirus,
and Aegean libation and perfumery pottery in
Macedonia. These choices are also mirrored in how
weapons were deposited. In reviewing the finds
from the study area, it is also essential to consider
the uneven extent of archaeological exploration
across the region, with Central Macedonia being the
most extensively studied and other areas consider-
ably less explored.
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PL. I. Examples of Type A swords. 1 — Midhé; 2 — Pazhok; 3 — Vajzé (after Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993).
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PL. II. Examples of Type C swords and daggers. 1 —Iglarevo; 2 — Mesogephyra; 3 — Agios Dimitrios-Spathes; 4 — Shtogj;
5 —Tetovo (1, 5 after Harding 1998; 2—4 after Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993).
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PL III. Examples of Type D swords. 1 — Grevena; 2 — Rrethe Bazje; 3 — Kélcyré; 4 — Mazaraki; 5 — Nénshat (after Kilian-
Dirlmeier 1993).
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PL IV. Examples of Type F swords. 1 — Dodona; 2 — Kalbaki; 3 — Kastritsa; 4 — Liatovouni; 5 — Mesopotamos (1-3, 5 after
Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993; 4 after Douzougli/Papadopoulos 2010).
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PL. V. Examples of Type G swords and tangless dagger. 1 — Agios Dimitrios-Spathes; 2 — Barg; 3 — Katakali; 4 — Pazhok
(1-3 after Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993; 4 after Harding 1984; not to scale).
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Rozsirenie mecov a dyk s egejskymi analégiami
zo strednej a mladsSej doby bronzovej
v severnom Grécku, Albansku, Severnom Macedonsku, Kosove a v Srbsku

Jarostaw Wojcik

SUHRN

PredloZeny prispevok sa zaoberd mec¢mi a dykami s egej-
skymi analégiami, ktoré sa nasli v oblastiach Macedénska,
Epiru, Albanska a v men$ej miere v Severnom Macedon-
sku, Kosove a Srbsku. Vplyv egejskej kulttury v tychto
oblastiach mal rdzny stupen intenzity. Najstarsie priklady
nalezov, datované do obdobia MM/MH I-LH IIB, sa na-
chadzaju daleko od hlavnych egejskych centier, najma na
pobrezi stredného Maceddnska, na polostrove Chalkidiki,
v okoli Thessalonického zalivu a v Pierii. Véasné egejské
artefakty sa objavuju aj v Albansku a jedna dyka bola
objavena v Srbsku.

V palacovom obdobi (LH IIIA-B) dochadza k rozsireniu
kontaktov pozdiz hlavnych riek v Macedénsku, objavujt
sa prvé isté importy v oblasti Epiru, zna¢né mnozstvo
kovovych artefaktov s egejskymi analdgiami v Albansku
a ojedinelé nalezy v severnej casti regiénu vratane Srbska,
Kosova a Severného Maceddnska.

V neskorej faze kontaktov v postpalacovom obdobi
(LH IIC) sa zvysuje pocet keramickych imitacii v stred-
nom Macedénsku, zniZuje sa pocet egejskej keramiky
v zapadnom Macedoénsku a Pierii a zvysSuje sa pocet
egejskej keramiky v Albansku, hoci jej rozsirenie je obme-
dzené najeho juznu a juhovychodnu ¢ast. Okrem toho sa
v Albansku znizil pocet egejskych mecov a dyk. Naopak,
v Epire je vdc¢Sina zbrani z tychto kategérii datovana do
tohto obdobia.

Studia skiima distribticiu dyk bez jazyka, mecov a dyk
typov A, C, D, E, F aG, ako aj hlavice mecov a fragmenty po-
Siev. Analyzované boli aj kontexty tychto nélezov. Zdo6raz-
nili sa aj miestne charakteristiky niektorych exemplarov.
Studia odhalila, e najstarsie importy tychto typov zbrani
st znacne rozsirené, zasahuju do severného Albanska

Obr. 1. Distribu¢na mapa. 1 — Midhé; 2 — Pazhok; 3 - Vajzg;
4-6 — Dodona; 7 — Pazhok; 8 — Vodhiné. Legenda: a —
mece typu A; b — dyky bez jazyka. Autor J. Wojcik.

Obr. 2. Distribu¢na mapa. 1 — Agios Dimitrios; 2 — Aiani;
3, 4 — Burrel; 5 — Dodona; 6 — Gérmenyj; 7 — Grevena; 8 —
Guvnishté; 9 -Iglarevo; 10— Komsi; 11, 12— Mesogephyra;
13 - Shtogj; 14 — Tetovo; 15 — Trimpina; 16—, Mount Olym-
pus”; 17 — Varibop; 18 — Aiani; 19 — Brug; 20 — Gérmenyj;
21 — Grevena; 22 — Kato Konitsa; 23 — Kélcyré; 24 — Lia-
tovouni; 25 — Mazaraki; 26 — Nénshat; 27 — Rrethe Bazje;
28 —Iglarevo. Legenda: a — dyky a mece typu C; b — dyky
amece typu D; c — neznamy typ meca. Autor J. Wojcik.

Obr. 3. Distribu¢na mapa. 1 — Paramythia; 2, 3 - Dodona;
4 — Elaphotopos-Kalivia; 5 — Kalbaki; 6 — Kastritsa; 7 —
Liatovouni; 8 — Mesopotamos; 9 — Pedini; 10 — Agios
Dimitrios-Spathes; 11 — Barg; 12 — Katakali. Legenda:

a juzného Srbska, ale nenachadzaja sa na potencidlnych
pozemnych trasach vedtcich do tychto oblasti.

V pripade mecov a dyk z palacového obdobia je zazna-
menané Siroké rozsirenie mecov typu C a D, ktoré zasahuju
az do juzného Srbska. Mece a dyky z tohto obdobia sa na-
chadzajtina celom skimanom tizemi s vynimkou dolného
a stredného toku riek Vardar a Struma.

V postpaldcovom obdobi dochadza k regionalnej kon-
centracii mecov typu F v Epire a k vyraznému zniZeniu
poctu zbrani tychto kategorii v ostatnych oblastiach. Tento
pokles pravdepodobne stvisi s rozSirenim mecov typu
Naue II, ¢o naznacuje zmenu v preferenciach tykajicich
sa sposobu boja a zvySenie vplyvov zo severu v diskuto-
vanom regione.

Zaverecna cast studie porovnava distribticiu nalezov
zbrani s inymi egejskymi artefaktmi a poukazuje na miestne
rozdiely v akceptacii roznych kategorii egejskych predme-
tov. Vo vSeobecnosti sa v zapadnej zone, zahrnajtcej Epirus
a Albénsko, egejské kovové artefakty nachadzaju vo zvy-
Senom mnozstve, pricom jednotlivé predmety sa objavuju
aj v Kosove a Srbsku. V Pierii a zdpadnom Macedénsku
sa pozoruje vacsia rozmanitost artefaktov s mykénskymi
analdgiami, ale zbrane z danych kategérii st menej casté.

V ostatnych castiach regionu stredného Macedoénska je
najrozsirenejSou kategdriou egejskych artefaktov keramika.
Pritomnost mecov a dyk dokladaji len nalezy hlavic na
tellovych sidliskach. Tato cast stidie naznacuje vyrazné
regionalne rozdiely v typoch egejskych artefaktov, ktoré
boli prevzaté domacou populaciou. Rozdiely v spdsoboch
distribtcie naznacuju rdzny stupen kultirneho vplyvu
alebo obchodnych vztahov medzi tymito regiénmi a egej-
skym svetom v roznych obdobiach.

a—dyka typu E;b-dyky amece typu F; c - dyky a mece
typu G. Autor J. Wéjcik.

Obr. 4. Rozsirenie egejskych dyk, mecov, hlavic a frag-
mentov posiev mecov v skiimanej oblasti v porovnani s
distribtciou keramiky LH I-III a jej imitdcii. 1 — Agios
Dimitrios-Spathes; 2 — Aiani; 3 - Barg; 4 — Brug; 5 — Bur-
rel; 6 - Dodona; 7 — Elaphotopos-Kalivia; 8 - Gérmenj;
9 —Grevena; 10 — Guvnishté; 11 —Iglarevo; 12 — Kalbaki;
13 — Kastritsa; 14 — Katakali; 15 — Kato Konitsa; 16 —
Kélcyré; 17 — Komsi; 18 — Liatovouni; 19 — Mazaraki;
20 - Mesogephyra; 21 - Mesopotamos; 22 — Midhé; 23 -
Nénshat; 24 — Paramythia; 25 — Pazhok; 26 — Pedini; 27 —
Rrethe Bazje; 28 — Shtogj; 29 — Tetovo; 30 — Trimpina;
31 — ,Mount Olympus”; 32 — Vajzé; 33 — Varibop; 34 —
Vodhing; 35 - Agios Dimitrios-Spathes; 36 — Ano Komi;
37 — Assiros; 38 — Markova-Susica; 39 — Thessaloniki



80 JAROSEAW WOJCIK

(Toumba). Legenda: a —jedna dyka/jeden me¢; b — dve
dyky/dva mece; ¢ - Sest dyk/mecov; d — jedna hlavica;
e —dve hlavice; f - fragment poSvy meca; g — keramika.
Autor ]. Wojcik.

Tabela 1. Katalég nalezov egejskych mecov, dyk, hlavic
a fragmentov posiev mecov v oblasti Epiru, Macedén-
ska, Albanska, Severného Maceddénska, Kosova a Srbska.

Tab. I. Priklady mecov typu A. 1 — Midhé; 2 — Pazhok; 3 -
Vajzé (podla Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993).

Tab. II. Priklady mecov typu C. 1 - Iglarevo; 2 — Me-
sogephyra; 3 — Agios Dimitrios-Spathes; 4 — Shtogj;

5 — Tetovo (1, 5 podla Harding 1998; 2—4 podla Kilian-
-Dirlmeier 1993).

Tab. I1I. Priklady mecov typu D. 1 — Grevena; 2 — Rrethe
Bazje; 3 — Kélcyré; 4 — Mazaraki; 5 — Nénshat (podla
Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993).

Tab. IV. Priklady mecov typu F. 1 — Dodona; 2 — Kalbaki;
3 — Kastritsa; 4 — Liatovouni; 5 — Mesopotamos (1-3, 5
podla Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993; 4 podla Douzougli/Papado-
poulos 2010).

Tab. V. Priklady mecov typu G a dyky bezjazyka. 1 - Agios
Dimitrios-Spathes; 2 — Barg; 3 — Katakali; 4 — Pazhok
(1-3 podTa Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, 4 podla Harding 1984,
bez mierky).



