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Monothematic Block:

The Human Being in the Coordinates of Symbolic Structures

Editors’ Introduction

The research platform for contributions in this monothematic section of
Filozofia is primarily phenomenology and philosophical anthropology. The
authors focus on examining the human condition within the coordinates of
selected symbolic structures. The articles investigate human coping with
cultural, historical, and also subjective-existential circumstances of life. This
makes it possible to penetrate “monopolies,” that is, the fundamental struc-
tures of what constitutes a specifically human perspective. The starting points
for the contributions are the works of the following authors: Husserl, Schutz,
Plessner, Patocka, Bachelard, and Cassirer.

The specifically human perspective also includes coping with one’s own
riskiness, obstacles, and the constant need to understand oneself in often
uncertain, borderline, and even extraordinary circumstances in which one
finds oneself and which unexpectedly change the framework of one’s everyday
experience and its structure. This is precisely what the five authors focus on in
the articles featured here.

In the case of Michal Liptik, this involves exploring the possibilities that
arise in Husserl’s phenomenology with the publication of his manuscripts on
intersubjectivity and the limit problems of phenomenology. Liminal phenom-
ena created a new space for the development of analyses of genetic and
generative phenomenology, and Liptak follows his own line of so-called
phenomenology of ruptures. He deals not only with the significant cases of
sleep, birth, death, or instinct, but also, in particular, with aesthetic experience
and revolution. These entail the question of novelty, the reconfiguration of
experiences, fundamental openness, and creativity. They represent a challenge
but also a lesson “that there are moments when life begins anew, where history
begins anew, and the phenomenological notions of sedimentation and
reactivation, or renewal...are not that helpful.”

FILOZOFIA 80,5 679



Introduction to the Monothematic Block: Human Being in the Coordinates of Symbolic Structures

The issue of the home and the alien world is also related to considerations
of boundaries and liminal phenomena. It likewise problematizes and motivates
the search for new possibilities for phenomenology and philosophical
anthropology, particularly in terms of an attentive and appropriate approach
to intersubjective relations. Jaroslava Vydrova follows two lines of inquiry: first,
the constitution of intersubjective relations in the specific situation of the
stranger and the homecomer, namely, what they have and do not have at their
disposal and how their situatedness in an alienated environment is laid out, as
explored by Alfred Schutz; and second, the consideration of the forms of
manifestation in the private and public space against the background of
Helmuth Plessner’s natural artificiality and mediated immediacy.

The tension between exposing oneself to “problemacity” and being rooted
in the world is also expressed through symbolic forms of myth, ritual, religion,
art, and philosophy, through which humans attempt to understand and express
their lives. Against the backdrop of Patocka’s late work, Michal Zvarik analyzes
these forms in his contribution. According to Patocka, tragedy stands at the
historical threshold between subjection to myth and the non-givenness of the
final ground of meaning. This makes it possible to discern various types of
holiday and their place in human life with regard to their meaning and the
meaning of ritual practices, not only prehistoric, but also historical and modern.

Anton Vydra explores the cultural images associated with the topos of the
cul-de-sac as a symbol of stopped movement, obstacle, restriction or impass-
ability. Against the background of Bachelard’s notion of topoanalysis applied
to exterior space and being-on-path, he shows how the spatial metaphor of the
cul-de-sac has not only been shaped historically, but also that European culture
has worked with three distinct images of impassability: crossing a narrow and
dark road (angiportus), wandering (erratio) through a labyrinthine space, and
finding oneself in the impassability of the cul-de-sac. These three cultural
images also shed light on the anthropological situation of humans coping with
the obstacles of their own existence.

The final contribution to this thematic block is devoted to Cassirer’s
thinking about landscape, which applies sensory synergy, the variability of
emotional experiences, and the expressive character of humans in spatio-
temporal coordinates. As Romana Javorcekovi shows, landscape is thus a multi-
sensory spatio-temporal structure, an open semantic field with meanings that
constantly emerge and reintegrate into it. Cassirer was also a key author whose
concept of symbolic structures we found ourselves in a creative dialogue with
and coming to terms with.
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The contributions in this monothematic block represent the results of
individual scientific questions that the authors addressed as part of their
research of symbolic structures in the framework of APVV projects produced
at the Institute of Philosophy of the Slovak Academy of Sciences. We would
like to thank the journal Filozofia for the opportunity to present these findings,
as well as the anonymous reviewers for their insightful feedback on our texts.

Jaroslava Vydrovd and Jon Stewart
Editors of the Monothematic Block
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