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Patriotism and National Consciousness in the Period of Enlightenment 

Eva K o w a l s k á, Historický ústav SAV, Bratislava

The study deals with a relationship between a confession and ethnicity within the process of creating a form of the national movement. It is also focused on the role of language, historical tradition and patriotism within the process. Reformation was the impulse for declaration of self-identification of an individual person on the level  of confession as well as ethnic. Scholars of Slovak origin involving in the reforming movement did not take a chance to cultivate the spoken domestic language, which was an  expertly difficult and time consuming task,  to use it for the preaching the new reformation theology. They rather decided for an option to use language of close ethnic in neighbourhood – the Czech language, which perfectly met the needs of communication, that way they also could follow the longer tradition of using the Czech language in the Hungarian environment. Due to their choice Slovak Lutherans during the 16th and 17th centuries could realise the connections with the Czech ethnic and theological and confessional alliance with the “Czech  Reformation”. Approving and joining the non-authentic, but theologically impressive tradition opened a possibility for its followers, staying in non-dominant position in the structure of population within the Hungary, that way they wooed acceptance at least within the church community.  All those mention components were of defend function supported by the fact  that they became symbols of confessional integrity in the environment being attacked by  re-Catholic movement. The study deals with the process of creating components of historical consciousness, operating accordingly to confessional orientation with diametrically different traditions and concepts of patriotism.
About Tablic´s Concept of the Historiography of Slovak Literature

Gizela G á f r i k o v á, Ústav slovenskej literatúry SAV, Bratislava

Territorially, or more precisely, geopolitically determined coordinates of the relatively universal Hungarian cultural community, which had served as the point of departure for Hungarian (Hungarian-Slovak) representatives of historia litteraria (Michal Rotarides, Pavol Valaský, etc.) had been, since the 1785s, slowly re-structured by the increasing focus on linguistic (ethnic) criteria. The process of differentiation of specific national units, irrevocably disturbing the (even then) fragile balance of Hungarian community, was launched.


The book Paměti česko-slovenských básnířů aneb veršovcův, kteříž se buďto v Uherské zemi zrodili, aneb aspoň v Uhřích živi byli (Memories of Czecho-Slovak Poets or Verse-makers Born or Living in Hungaria) (Vacov 1806, 1807, 1809, 1812) is the first literary-historiographic project based on nationality in the history of Slovak literature. Its author, Bohuslav Tablic (1769 – 1832), tried to isolate from the Hungarian „thesaurus“ the linguistically and literarily distinct unit of Slovak literary culture, seeing it as a unique and independent body with its own evolution.


This decisive gesture was, however, marked by inner contradiction. Tablic declares linguistic and „national“ unity of Slovaks, Czechs and Moravians. His concept is based on the notion of their ancient common state (Veľká Morava), and, thus, on their common language. On the other hand, he does not disassociate himself from the centuries-long tradition of education and culture that Slovakia had contributed to in the Hungarian Monarchy, In this connection Tablic uses two significant concepts: Panónia, describing the territorial-state allegiance and the Hungarian patriotism of Slovaks, and Slávia (or Slavina) describing their linguistic and literary kinship with the „family“ od Hungarian and non-Hungarian members of Slavonic nations (this kinship was of special quality when it came to Czechs and Moravians).


It is from this „intersection“ of two interliterary contexts that Tablic’s literary-historiographic model has not been sufficiently researched so far.

Project of Development of  „Domestic Language and Education“ in Staré noviny literního umění (An Old Papers of the Art of Literature)
Timotea V r á b l o v á, Ústav slovenskej literatúry SAV, Bratislava

During the period of Enlightenment the communication among intellectuals was being changed in its intensity and extent. “Public communication” was being developed in more various forms and by new means, a large scale of magazines, newspapers created a possibility to invite publics to become a participant of  the “public dialogue”. The addresser of it was  not just a circle of scholars but the wide community of people. To make the “public dialogue ” easier and to reach better quality of it, it became necessary to use domestic languages for the “public communication”. One of the most important periodical, scholarly – cultural review, called Staré noviny literního umění (Old Papers of the Art of Literature, 1785 - 86). The chief editor and a founder was a Lutheran priest and a scholar Ondrej Plachý. This review was of high quality reaching the contemporary European standard, in Slovak – Czech cultural context it was the only periodical of this type. Original articles of authors of Slovak origin represented the major part of the review. They promoted knowledge of many various areas of social disciplines and  sciences with an aim to develop cultural consciousness of the Slovak ethnic as well as to develop their domestic language. Many of the articles were like open polemics to official policy of Vienna Royal Court with approach to Germanify other non German speaking nations of the monarchy. The authors of the review tried to persuade publics that for each one ethnic is a priority to be educated in domestic language and to have a space to develop and build up own culture.
