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Contemporary professional Arab historiography is represented by a number of schools.
After Egyptian and Lebanese historiography, which played a leading role, Syrian historiogra-
phy is one of the most important schools. In spite of the existence of historical writing in
Syria in the 1920s and 1930s, professional historiography emerged only after the establish-
ment of Department of History at Damascus University in 1948. Among the founders of the
Syrian professional historiography were Muhammad Duhman, Muhammad Kamil “Ayyad,
Qustantin Zurayq, Niir al-Din Hattim, “Abd al-Karim Gharayibah, and Ahmad Badr. A num-
ber of Syrian historians had been brought up under the influence of the Egyptian historical
school, especially in the era of union between Syria and Egypt: Ahmad Tarabayn, Muham-
mad Khayr Faris, Tawfiq “Ali Birrti, and Layla al-Sabbagh. The Egyptian school remained a
very productive source in the 1970s as well. Yusuf Jamil Na‘isah, Khayriyya Qasimiyya,
Amina Bitar, and “Adil Zaytiin represent the middle-aged historical generation at Damascus
University. A strong school of Syrian historiography was based on British academic tradi-
tions. “Abd al-Karim Rafiq, who was given his PhD in London, is today one of the best
known Syrian historians in Ottoman history of Syria. In the field of medieval Islamic history,
the most prominent historian is Suhayl Zakkar. The first and the best known Marxist histori-
an is “Abdullah Hanna, who obtained his training at Leipzig University. A number of histori-
ans with French professional background are paying scholarly attention to the contemporary
history of Syria, for example ®Ali Sultan, and Najah Muhammad. The new generation of his-
torians mostly educated in Syria is represented by associate professors and lecturers special-
izing in medieval Arab and Islamic history.

Modern and contemporary Arab historiography is represented by a number
of schools. After Egyptian and Lebanese historiography, which played a leading
role in the development of Arab professional historiography, Syrian historiogra-
phy is one of the most important historiographical schools in the Middle East.
The history of Syrian modern and contemporary historiography is attracting
more and more attention from the side of both Arab and European scholars.'

In spite of the existence of historical writing in Syria in the 1920s and 1930s,
professional historiography emerged only after the Second World War. In 1946,
the Faculty of Art was established at Damascus University, with two original
departments, the Department of Arabic Language and Literature, and the De-
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partment of Social Sciences (History and Geography). The institutional basis
for contemporary professional historiography in Syria was created in 1948,
when an independent Department of History was created at Damascus Universi-
ty. This department unfortunately remained the only one in Syria.?

At first, the main focus of historical writing and teaching were two subjects.
The first was classical Arab history, with special emphasis on the age of the
Prophet Muhammad, the early Caliphs, the Umayyad and the Abbasid dynas-
ties, and the history of Muslim Spain. The second focus was the contemporary
national history of Syria, especially the Arab struggle against Turkish and
French rule, in accordance with the conception of George Antonius (1893—
1942), whose famous book Arab Awakening was translated into Arabic for the
first time in 1946 in Damascus. This corresponded to the general methodologi-
cal approach based on pan-Arab nationalism, the prominent theorist of which
was Sati¢ al-Husri (1880-1968). Later, scholarly interest in other periods, name-
ly the pre-Islamic history of Syria, and in Ottoman rule in Syria, developed.
Many Syrian professional historians were educated abroad, at first mostly in
France, Great Britain, Egypt, and Spain, later in Germany, the Soviet Union,
Turkey, and other countries. Recently, the Damascus University has become
able to produce its own PhD graduates.

In the first years, much had to be done in organizing education at the newly
established Department of History. Among the founders of Syrian professional
historiography were Muhammad Ahmad Duhman (1897-1983) and Muhammad
Kamil ¢Ayyad (1901-). Prof. Duhman became famous as an editor of narrative
sources, as Ibn Asakir’s (d. 1176) history of Damascus, and Muhammad Ibn
Tultin’s (d. 1545) chronicles of early Ottoman Damascus.? Prof. ®Ayyad was an
excellent teacher of the whole generation of historians. He graduated in 1929 in
Berlin as a pupil of cultural historian Kurt Breysig. “Ayyad’s dissertation dealt
with the philosophy of the great medieval historian Ibn Khaldun. He helped the
new Department of History with great flexibility, as he was teaching even Ro-

' Tarabayn, A., Al-tarikh wa ’l-mu’arrikhin al-“Arab fi ’I-<asr al-padith (Dimashq, 1970);
Rafeq, Abdul-Karim, “Ottoman Historical Research in Syria since 1946,” Asian Research
Trends: Humanities and Social Science Review (Tokyo, 1992), No. 2, pp. 45-78; Freitag, U.,
“Die Entwicklung der syrischer Geschichtswissenschaft,” in Periplus 1993. Jahrbuch fiir
aulleneuropéische Geschichte (Miinster, Hamburg Lit Verlag), pp. 83-93; Gombir, E.,
“Modern Historiography in the Syrian Region,” Archiv orientalni 61 (Prague, 1993), pp.
363-371; Gombiar, E., “Sunni Historians of Aleppo in the Late Ottoman Period,” in Acta vi-
ennensia otfornanica (Wien, 1999), pp. 129-133.

2 Dalil kulliyat al-adab wa ’I<ulim al-insaniyya, 1995-1996 (Dimashq), p. 4.

3 Duhman, M. A. (ed.), /bn Kannan: Muriyj al-sundusiyya fasiha fi talkhis tarikh al-Salihiyya
(Dimashq, 1947); Duhman, M. A. (ed.), /bn Tuliin: Al-gala’id al-jawhariyya fi tarikh al-Salifiyya,
[-IT (Dimashq, 1949-56); Duhman, M. A. (ed.), /bn “Asakir: Tarikh madinat Dimashq, X
(Dimashgq, 1963); Duhman, M. A. (ed.), /bn Tulan: Flam al-wara bi-man wala na’iban min al-
Atrak bi-Dimashq al-Sham al-kubra (Dimashq, 1964).
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man history to help Damascus University to surmount its lack of specialists.*
Lebanese historians also contributed to the beginnings of teaching history at
Damascus University. They included Prof. Qustantin Zurayq (1909-), Rector of
Damascus University in the years 1949-1952, who stood at the cradle of profes-
sional historical studies at the university. Prof. Zurayq was born in Damascus
into a Greek Orthodox family, enrolled at the American University of Beirut and
the University of Chicago, and received his PhD degree from Princeton Univer-
sity. He became a well-known theorist of Arab nationalism, national conscious-
ness, and of historical methodology.’

This generation of founders is represented by other personalities. Prof. Sami
Dahhan was a specialist in both medieval and modern Arab history and chief
editor of Ibn *Adim’s (d. 1262) history of Aleppo and Ibn Shaddad’s (d. 1285)
history of Damascus, and George Haddad studied the political heritage of Faris
al-Khuiri.® Prof. Nur al-Din Hatum, born in Damascus, is a famous historian
with a wide spectrum of research interest concentrated on European history. Af-
ter teaching at secondary school, he spent seven years studying in France, where
he received his PhD certificate in Paris in 1945. In 1947, he became one of the
founders of Faculty of Arts, where he twice served as dean (1958-60 and 1964—
65). In 1954 he was named Professor and head of the Department of History in
the years 1954—-1969. He was also active as visiting professor at the Institute of
Arab Research and Studies of the Arab League in Cairo (1958-73) and at Jor-
dan University (1965-68). In 1969 he was named Professor at Kuwait Universi-
ty, where he stayed until 1983.7 Prof. Muhammad Harb Farzat was also the
chief of the Department of History at Damascus University. He accomplished
his PhD in France (1972) and specializes in the ancient history of the Near
East.® Prof. Nabih “Aqil served twice as dean of the Faculty of Arts. He is a spe-
cialist in medieval Arab history. Among others, Salim ¢Adil “Abd al-Haqq,
Shakir Mustafa, Salah Madani, and Hisham al-Safadi should be mentioned.

Prof. °Abd al-Karim Gharayiba (1923-) was one of the early Syrian scholars
trained first at the American University of Beirut and then at the University of

* Freitag, “Die Entwicklung der syrischer Geschichtswissenschaft,” pp. 84-85.

3 Faris, H. A., “Constantine K. Zurayk: Advocate of Rationalism in Modern Arab Thought,”
in Arab Civilization. Challenges and Responses. Studies in Honor of Constantine K. Zurayk,
ed. G. N. Atiyeh, I. Oweiss (State University of New York Press, 1988), pp. 1-41.

® Dahhan, S. (ed.), /bn al-“Adim: Zubdat halab f7 tarikh Halab, 1-111 (Dimashq, 1951, 1954,
1968); Dahhan, S. (ed.), /bn Shaddad: Al-a‘laq al-khatira fi dhikr umara’ al-Sham wa ’I-Jazira
(Dimashq, 1956); Dahhan, S., Mufiadarat “an Shakib Arslan (Qahira, 1958); Haddad, G.,
Khabbaz, H., Faris al-Khiiri, hayatuhu wa “asrubu (Bayrit, 1952).

7 Kallas, N., “Niir al-Din Hattim. Hayatuhu wa ‘amaluhu,” in Buhith wa dirasat fi *I-tarikh
al-“arabi muhdat ila 'l-ustadh al-duktiar Nir al-Din Hatam (Dimashq, 1992), pp. 7-11. From
among his publications on Arab history, let us mention Hatiim, N. D., Mufadarat “an marahil
al-tarikhiyya Ii °l-gawmiyya al-arabiyya (Qahira, 1963).

8 Farzat, M. H., Al-hayat al-hizbiyya fi Striya bayn 1920- 1955 (Dimashg, 1955).
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London. His PhD dissertation 7he English Traders in Syria (1951) remained un-
published. In the 1950s and at the beginning of the 1960s, he was teaching at
Damascus University. Then he was obliged to leave Syria to serve as Director
General of Antiquities in Jordan. He joined the newly established Jordan Uni-
versity, where he was dean of Faculty of Arts in the 1980s. Prof. Gharayiba pub-
lished several books in Arabic on the history of Syria under the Ottoman Turks.
His fundamental monograph on modern history of the Arabs, first published in
1984, was widely quoted and deserved several editions.’

A number of Syrian professional historians were brought up under the influ-
ence of Egyptian historical schools. The first group of contemporary Syrian his-
torians (Tarabayn, Faris, Birrti) wrote their MA and PhD dissertations with Prof.
Shafiq Ghurbal (1894-1961) at the Institute of Arab Research and Studies of
the Arab League and Prof. Ahmad €Izzat “Abd al-Karim (1909-1979) at the
¢Ayn Shams University since the era of union between Syria and Egypt in the
years 1958-1961. Then, other groups of Syrian students came to study Arab his-
tory at Egyptian universities.'’

Prof. Ahmad Tarabayn is one of the best known and most productive Syrian
historians. His MA dissertation on the crisis in Lebanon from the 1860s till the
First World War was soon published in Damascus and Cairo. His published PhD
thesis, which was submitted in Cairo, dealt with the history of pan-Arab unity.
Then, he taught as a Professor at Damascus University. At present, he is in ser-
vice at the University in the United Arab Emirates. Besides the above men-
tioned published dissertations, he wrote a number of monographs on the mod-
ern history of the Arabs. Prof. Tarabayn is the author of a fundamental study on
the Palestine question from the beginning of the Zionist movement until 1948.
He also contributed much to the study of modemn Arab historiography.'!

The modern history of the Arab Maghrib became the central interest of Prof.
Muhammad Khayr Faris (1929-). His MA thesis under supervision of Prof.
Ghurbal was devoted to the Moroccan question between 1900 and 1912. He ac-
complished his PhD degree in 1966 in Egypt. In 1969, he published his famous
monograph on the history of Algeria under Ottoman rule. Muhammad Khayr

? Gharayiba, A. K., Muqgaddimat (arikh al-Arab al-hadith 1500-1918 (Dimashq, 1960);
Gharayiba, A. K., Dirasat fi tarikh Ifrigiyya al-“arabiyya (Dimashq, 1960); Gharayiba, A. K.,
Al€Arab wa 'I-Atrak (Dimashq, 1961); Gharayiba, A. K., Siriya fi ’I-qarn al-tast “ashar,
1840-1876 (Qahira, 1962); Gharayiba, A. K., Qivam al-dawla al-sa“tidiyya (Qahira, 1974);
Gharayiba, A. K., Tarikh al-“Arab al-hadith (Bayrit, 1984).

10 Gombir, E., “Modern and Contemporary Egypt in the Egyptian Historiography,” Archiv
orientalni 60 (Prague, 1992), pp. 157-166.

' Tarabayn, A., Al-wafida al-arabiyya 1916-1958 (Dimashq, 1966); Tarabayn, A., Azmat
al-hukm fi Lubnan 1842-1861 (Dimashq, 1966); Tarabayn, A., Lubnan mundhu “ahd al-
tasarrufiyya ila bidayat al-intidab 18611920 (Qahira, 1968); Tarabayn, A., Qadiyyat Filastin
1897-1948, 1-11 (Dimashq 1968); Tarabayn, A., A/-walida al-“arabiyya fi tarikh al-Mashriq al-
mufasir 1800- 1958 (Dimashq, 1970); Tarabayn, A., Filastin fi khilat al-sahyiiniyya wa ’l-istFmar
(Qahira, 1972); Tarabayn, A., Tarikh al-Mashrig al-“arabr al-mifasir(Dimashg, 1981).
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Faris was named Professor of the modern history of the Arab Maghrib at Da-
mascllzjs University, and until 1998, he was the head of the Department of His-
tory.

One of the most talented Syrian historians was another disciple of the Egyp-
tian historical school Tawfiq ¢Ali Birrli. He obtained his MA in 1960 under the
supervision of Prof. Ghurbal at Institute of Arab Research and Studies of the
Arab League, and his PhD thesis in 1965 under Prof. “Abd al-Karim at “Ayn
Shams University. He was Professor of history at Aleppo University. His knowl-
edge of Turkish enabled him to study Ottoman documents. He published two
monographs on the Arab-Turkish relations in the constitutional period (1908—
14) and during the First World War.'3

Among the Syrian students in Egypt was Mrs. Layla al-Sabbagh, who sub-
mitted her PhD dissertation in 1966 at Cairo University. She studied European
communities in Bilad al-Sham during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
Her sources were based mainly on the judicial records. As Professor of modern
history at Damascus University, she became a well known specialist in the his-
tory of Syrian society in the early Ottoman period.'*

The history of Muslim Spain is a traditional interest of Syrian scholars based
on old historical relations between Syria and Andalus in the period of the
Umayﬁyad Dynasty."> This subject was at first scholarly studied by Khalid al-
Sufi.'® However, the best known contemporary Syrian scholar in this field is
Prof. Ahmad Badr. He received his PhD degree at Universidad Complutense in
Madrid in 1963. Badr was named Professor of history of the Arab Maghrib and
Andalus at the Damascus University, where he also served as the head of the
Department of History. After retirement, he is professionally active abroad. He
published a fundamental monograph on the history and culture of al-Andalus in
three volumes.'’

12 Faris, M. Kh., Al-mas’ala al-maghribiyya 1900-1912 (Bayrit, 2nd ed. 1980); Faris, M.
Kh., Tarikh al-Jaza’ir al-hadith (Dimashq, 1969, 2nd ed. Bayrit, n. d.).

3 Birri, T., Al-“Arab wa ’I-Turk fi "I ahd al-dustiiri al-<“uthmani (Qahira, 1960, 2nd ed.
Dimashq, 1991); Birry, T., Al-gadiyya al-“arabiyya fi ’I-harb al-“alamiyya al-ala 1914-1918
(Dimashg, 1989).

14 Sabbagh, L., Al-mujtama® al-“arabi al-siri fi matla® al-ahd al-<“uthmani(Dimashq, 1973);
Sabbagh, L, Tarikh al-“Arab al-hadith wa ’I-mufasir (Dimashq, 1981-82); Sabbagh, L., Min
a“lam al-fikr al-“arabi fi "I<asr al-* uthmani, Muhammad al-Amin al-Muhibbi(Dimashg, 1986);
Al-jaliyyat al-arubbiyya i bilad al-Sham fi ’I-ahd al-“uthmani, I-11 (Dimashg, 1989).

15 Gombir, E., “Muslim Spain in the Arab Historiography,” in Zafarname. Memorial Vol-
umne of Felix Tauer, ed. Rudolf Vesely and Eduard Gombdr (Praha: Enigma, 1996), p. 130.

16 Stfi, Kh., 7arikh al-*Arab 7 Isbaniya: Jumhiriyyat Bani Jawhar (Dimashg, 1959); Sufi,
Kh., Tarikh al-Arab fi Isbaniya: Nihayat al-khilifa al-umawiyya fi "I-Andalus (Halab, 1963);
Soufi, Kh., “Los Banu Yawhar de Cérdoba,” Revista del Instituto Egipcio de Estudios Isldmicos
VI (Madrid 1958), pp. 121-142.

7 Badr, A., Dirasat fi tarikh al-Andalus wa hadaratiha, 1 (Dimashq, 1969, 2nd ed. 1972);
Badr, A., Tarikh al-Andalus fi ’I-qarn al-rab al-hijr7, 11 (Dimashq, 1974); Badr, A., Tarikh al-
Andalus, 111 (Dimashg, 1983).
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A strong school of Syrian historiography is based on British academic tradi-
tions. Prof. °Abd al-Karim Rafiq (1931-) is today one of the best known Syrian
historians. As one of Prof. Gharayiba’s students, he was granted his PhD in
1964 in London. His thesis, which was later published, was called 7he Province
of Damascus, 1723-83. Rafiq then served as Professor of modern Arab history
at Damascus University. After retirement, he continued his historical research
on the Middle East in the United States. His PhD dissertation prompted him to
publish a larger monograph on Syria and Egypt under Ottoman rule, which was
widely used by university students. Later on, and after new research, Rafiq
wrote his famous and important monograph, called “The Arabs and the Otto-
mans”, dealing with the Arab dimension of the Ottoman Empire between 1517
and 1916. The book studies the Arab reaction to Ottoman rule in four phases:
Ottoman power, weakness, decline, and reform. This monograph served as a
textbook for students in a number of Arab universities.'® Prof. Rafiq also pub-
lished a number of articles in Arabic, English, and German, dealing with differ-
ent subjects, such as the importance of the law-court registers as a historical
source, land tenure, craft organizations, riots in Damascus in 1860."7

In the field of medieval Islamic history, the most prominent Syrian historian
is Prof. Suhayl Zakkar. He studied at the University of London (PhD 1969) and
was named Professor of Islamic history at Damascus University. The focus of
his scholarly interest is the medieval history of Syria, especially the Hamdanid
period in Aleppo and the epoch of the Crusades. He also edited the chronicle of
Damascus by Ibn al-Qalanisi (d. 1160), and the famous history of Aleppo by Ibn
al-*Adim.?°

The first and the best known Marxist historian in Syria is “Abdullah Hanna
(1932-). He obtained his training in the early 1960s at Leipzig University. In
spite of a huge publication activity and esteem among professional historians,
he was never allowed to enter the academic life at Damascus University. In his
historical writings, he had devoted special interest to the workers movement,
agrarian question, peasant history, and the study of land tenure. He published a

I8 Rafeq, A. K., The Province of Damascus, 1723-1783 (Beirut, 1966); Rafiq, A. K.,
Bilad al-Sham wa Misr, 1516-1798 (Dimashq, 1967); Rafiq, A. K., A-“Arab wa ’I-
CUthmaniyyin, 1516-1916 (Dimashq, 1974, 2nd ed. Dimashq, 1993); Rafiq, A. K., Ghazza,
dirdsa “wnraniyya wa ijumaiyya wa igtisadiyya min khilal al-watha’iq al-shai“iyya, 1273~
77 h./1857-61 m. (Dimashq, 1980); Rafiq, A. K., Bufiith fi ’I-tarikh al-igtisadi wa ’I-ijtima©i
li-bilad al-Sham fi ’I-asr al-hadith (Dimashq, 1985).

19 The complete bibliography of Rafiq’s articles could be found in his “Ottoman Historical
Research in Syria since 1946,” pp. 75-76.

20 Zakkar, S., The Emirate of Aleppo 1004-1094 (Beirut, 1971); Zakkar, S., Madkhal ila
tarikh al-hurdb al-salibiyya (Bayrit, 1973); Zakkar, S., Akhbar al-Qaramita fi 'I-Afisa’, al-
Sham, al<“Iraqg, al-Yaman (Bayrut, 1980); Zakkar, S. (ed.), /bn al-Qalanisi: Tarikh Dimashq
(Dimashq, 1983); Zakkar, S. (ed.), /bn al-“Adim: Bughyat al-falab 7 tarikh Halab (Dimashq,
1988).
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monograph on peasant revolts in the Hawran region. He also paid attention to
the intellectual life in Syria and Lebanon.?!

The Egyptian historiographical school remained one of the very productive
sources of Syrian professional historiography in the late Nasserist period and in
the first half of the 1970s. One of the representatives of the middle-aged histori-
cal generation is Yusuf Jamil Na‘isah (1935-), who studied in Egypt with Prof.
°Abd al-°Aziz Sulayman Nawar. However, Na‘isah was expelled from Egypt
during the rule of President Sadat. In the 1970s, he edited narrative sources on
the Ottoman history of Damascus (Hasan Agha al-Abd, Ahmad Hilmi al-°Allaf).
After his second return to Egypt, he accomplished his PhD in 1984. Na‘isah was
named Professor of modern and contemporary history of the Arab East. He pub-
lished an excellent and highly professional two-volume monograph on the his-
tory of Damascus in the period 1772-1840. This book is a good example of a
new methodological school of Syrian social and economic historiography.?

Mrs. Khayriyya Qasimiyya (1937-) is another historian educated in Egypt.
Born in Haifa, she studied at Damascus University. Since 1967, she had been a
disciple of Prof. Muhammad Anis (1921-1986) at Cairo University, where she
accomplished her MA in 1969, and PhD in 1972. Since 1972, she has been a
member of staff at Damascus University, in 1977 as associate professor, 1984 as
full professor. In 1998, she was named head of the Department of History. Prof.
Qasimiyya is well known abroad, she has visited a number of universities, in
1970 London and Oxford (with Albert Hourani), between 1972—-1976 Research
Centre of Palestinian Studies in Beirut, 1976-1979 Institute of Arab Research
and Studies in Cairo, 1983—-1984 Rotterdam, 1989-1990 Chicago, 1993-1994
Princeton (with Leon Carl Brown), and 1995-1996 University of King Saud in
Riyadh. Prof. Qasimiyya specializes in modern and contemporary Arab history.
In her published PhD thesis, she studied the history of Damascus under the Arab
government of Faysal. This monograph is highly appreciated by specialists on
the subject. Qasimiyya also studied the Palestinian question and contributed to
the editions of documents on modern and contemporary Syria.??

2\ Hanna, A., Al-haraka al-“ummaliyya fi Sariya wa Lubnan 1900-1945 (Dimashq, 1973);
Hanna, A., Al-ittijahat al-fikriyya fi Striya wa Lubnan (Dimashq, 1973); Hanna, A., A/-
qadiyya al-zirdiyya wa 'l-harakat al-fallibiyya fT Sariya wa Lubnan, 1 1820~ 1920 (Bayriit,
1975), Il 719201945 (Bayriit, 1978); Hanna, A., Harakat al-<“amumna al-dimashqiyya [i ’I-gar-
nayn al-thamin “ashar wa ’I-tas# “ashar (Bayrut, 1985); Hanna, A., Tarikh al-fallzfin fi /-
watan al-“arabi, 1-111 (Dimashq, 1986); Hanna, A., Min al-ittijahat al-fikriyya fi Sariya wa
Lubnan, al-nisf al-awwal min al-garn al-<“ishrin (Dimashq, 1987); Hanna, A., Al~“amiyya wa
‘l-intifadat al-fallafhiyya, 18501918, fi Jabal Hawran (Dimashq, 1990).

22 Na‘isa, Y. J., Mujtama* madinat Dimashq 1186-1256 h./1772—1840 m., I-11 (Dimashq,
1986).

23 Qasimiyya, Kh., Al-hukiima al<arabiyya fi Dimashg, 19181920 (Qahira, 1971, 2nd ed.
Bayrit, 1982); Qasimiyya, Kh., Al-nashat al-sahyini fi "I-Mashriq al-“arabi wa sadahu, 1908
1918 (Bayrit, 1973).
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Syrian graduates from Egyptian historiographical schools also specialize in
medieval Islamic history. Mrs. Amina Bitar, who studied in Damascus with
Prof. Zakkar, also continued her studies in Egypt, where she received her PhD
diploma in 1975. She is Professor in the classical history of Islam and the Ar-
abs.? °Adil Zaytun is also Professor at the Damascus University specialized in
Medieval Arab and Islamic history, who was granted his PhD in 1978 in Egypt.

A number of historians with French professional background are paying
more scholarly attention to the contemporary history of Syria. Al Sultan be-
longs to the younger generation of Syrian historians who specialize in contem-
porary history. Sultan accomplished his PhD dissertation on Syrian history
1908-1920 at the Université Aix-en-Provence. This well-documented mono-
graph was published in Arabic in two volumes.”® Mrs. Najah Muhammad
(1944—) was granted her PhD in 1983 at the Université de Paris I Sorbonne. In
1995, she was appointed Professor of contemporary Arab history. She published
a detailed monograph on the political history of Syria between 1948 and 1963.%¢
Mrs. Samar Bahlawan was educated in Romania (PhD 1981). She is associate
professor specializing in the Palestinian question. Another talented historian is
Dhuigan Qarqut. He published a monograph on the French mandate in Syria
1920-1939.27 Recently, a new study on the French mandate in Syria was pub-
lished, the author of which is Dr. Hikmat €Ali Isma‘il.?®

Prof. Mahmiid “Amir (1945-) studied in Istanbul, where he wrote his PhD
dissertation in 1982 with Prof. Nacat Kiiyiinc. He specializes in Ottoman politi-
cal and economic studies. The generation of Syrian historians who graduated at
Damascus University is represented by associate professors mostly specializing
in medieval Arab and Islamic history: Muhammad Zaytad (PhD 1987) for the
Abbasid period, “Ali Ahmad (PhD 1988) for the medieval Arab Maghrib, and
Ibrahim Za‘rtar (PhD 1990) for the Mamluk period, who became also editor of
al-*Azim’s (d. 1161) chronicle.?’

Besides the above mentioned professors and associate professors, the staff of
the Department of History at the Damascus University has a number of lectur-
ers, who accomplished their PhD in Syria and Russia. Muhammad Habib Salih
(1991 Russia) and Mrs. Kamiliyya Abu Jabal (1992 Syria) are active in the field
of modern and contemporary Arab history. The field of medieval Islamic history
is represented by Faris Buz (1988 Syria), Muhsin Yiinis (1989 Syria), Mrs.

24 Bitar, A., Al-hayat al-siyasiyya wa ahamm mazahir al-hadara fi bilad al-Sham (Di-
mashg, 1980).

25 Sultan, A., Tarikh Siriya 1908-1920, 1-11 (Dimashq, 1987).

26 Muhammad, N., Al-haraka al-gawmiyya al-<arabiyya fi Siiriya, | (Dimashq, 1987).

27 Qarquit, Dh., Tafawwur al-haraka al-wataniyya fi Siiriya 1920-1939 (Bayriit, 1975, 2nd
ed. Dimashq, 1989).

2 Isma‘il, H. A., Nizam al-intidab al-faransi “ali Siriya 19201926 (Dimashq, 1998).

29 Za®rur, 1. (ed.), Muhammad Ibn °Ali al-“Azimi: Tarikh Halab (Dimashg, 1984).
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Wafa' Jani (1991 Syria), Mrs. Nuha Hamid (1991 Syria), Mrs. Samiha Abi ’1-
Fadl (1992 Syria), Mrs. Fayiza Kallas (1993 Syria), Mrs. Shukran Kharbutli
(1992 Syria), Fawzi Mustafa (1992 Russia), and Iktimal Isma‘“il (1993 Syria).

In conclusion, the efforts of non-professional Syrian historiography should
be mentioned. General Mustafa Talas (1932-), in particular, contributed much
to the popularization of the modern and contemporary national history of Syria,
not only as author, but especially as sponsor and publisher in the Dar Talas pub-
lishing house.°

30" Talas, M., Al-thawra al-“arabiyya al-kubra (Dimashg, 2nd ed. 1981).
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