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Contemporary professional Arab historiography is represented by a number of schools. 
After Egyptian and Lebanese historiography, which played a leading role, Syrian historiogra
phy is one of the most important schools. In spite of the existence of historical writing in 
Syria in the 1920s and 1930s, professional historiography emerged only after the establish
ment of Department of History at Damascus University in 1948. Among the founders of the 
Syrian professional historiography were Muhammad Duhrnan, Muhammad Kāmii cAyyād, 
Qustanpn Zurayq, Nūr al-Dln Hātūm, cAbd al-Karlm Gharäyibah, and Ahmad Badr. A num
ber of Syrian historians had been brought up under the influence of the Egyptian historical 
school, especially in the era of union between Syria and Egypt: Ahmad Tarabayn, Muham
mad Khayr Färis, Tawfíq cAlI Birru, and Laylä al-Sabbāgh. The Egyptian school remained a 
very productive source in the 1970s as well. Yusuf Jamil NacIsah, Khayriyya Qäsimiyya, 
Amīna Bītār, and cAdil Zaytün represent the middle-aged historical generation at Damascus 
University. A strong school of Syrian historiography was based on British academic tradi
tions. cAbd al-Karlm Räfiq, who was given his PhD in London, is today one of the best 
known Syrian historians in Ottoman history of Syria. In the field of medieval Islamic history, 
the most prominent historian is Suhayl Zakkär. The first and the best known Marxist histori
an is c Abdullah Hannā, who obtained his training at Leipzig University. A number of histori
ans with French professional background are paying scholarly attention to the contemporary 
history of Syria, for example cAlI Sultän, and Najäh Muhammad. The new generation of his
torians mostly educated in Syria is represented by associate professors and lecturers special
izing in medieval Arab and Islamic history.

Modern and contemporary Arab historiography is represented by a number 
of schools. After Egyptian and Lebanese historiography, which played a leading 
role in the development of Arab professional historiography, Syrian historiogra
phy is one of the most important historiographical schools in the Middle East. 
The history of Syrian modern and contemporary historiography is attracting 
more and more attention from the side of both Arab and European scholars.1

In spite of the existence of historical writing in Syria in the 1920s and 1930s, 
professional historiography emerged only after the Second World War. In 1946, 
the Faculty of Art was established at Damascus University, with two original 
departments, the Department of Arabic Language and Literature, and the De-
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partment of Social Sciences (History and Geography). The institutional basis 
for contemporary professional historiography in Syria was created in 1948, 
when an independent Department of History was created at Damascus Universi
ty. This department unfortunately remained the only one in Syria.2

At first, the main focus of historical writing and teaching were two subjects. 
The first was classical Arab history, with special emphasis on the age of the 
Prophet Muhammad, the early Caliphs, the Umayyad and the Abbasid dynas
ties, and the history of Muslim Spain. The second focus was the contemporary 
national history of Syria, especially the Arab struggle against Turkish and 
French rule, in accordance with the conception of George Antonius (1893— 
1942), whose famous book Arab Awakening was translated into Arabic for the 
first time in 1946 in Damascus. This corresponded to the general methodologi
cal approach based on pan-Arab nationalism, the prominent theorist of which 
was Sātic al-Husri (1880-1968). Later, scholarly interest in other periods, name
ly the pre-Islamic history of Syria, and in Ottoman rule in Syria, developed. 
Many Syrian professional historians were educated abroad, at first mostly in 
France, Great Britain, Egypt, and Spain, later in Germany, the Soviet Union, 
Turkey, and other countries. Recently, the Damascus University has become 
able to produce its own PhD graduates.

In the first years, much had to be done in organizing education at the newly 
established Department of History. Among the founders of Syrian professional 
historiography were Muhammad Ahmad Duhmän (1897-1983) and Muhammad 
Kāmii cAyyād (1901—). Prof. Duhmän became famous as an editor of narrative 
sources, as Ibn cAsākir’s (d. 1176) history of Damascus, and Muhammad Ibn 
Tulün’s (d. 1545) chronicles of early Ottoman Damascus.3 Prof. cAyyād was an 
excellent teacher of the whole generation of historians. He graduated in 1929 in 
Berlin as a pupil of cultural historian Kurt Breysig. cAyyād’s dissertation dealt 
with the philosophy of the great medieval historian Ibn Khaldun. He helped the 
new Department of History with great flexibility, as he was teaching even Ro

1 Tarabayn, A., Al-tarikh wa ’l-m u’arrikhfm al-cArab fi ’l-casr al-hadlth (Dimashq, 1970); 
Rafeq, Abdul-Karim, “Ottoman Historical Research in Syria since 1946,” Asian Research 
Trends: Humanities and Social Science Review  (Tokyo, 1992), No. 2, pp. 45-78; Freitag, U., 
“Die Entwicklung der syrischer Geschichtswissenschaft,” in Periplus 1993. Jahrbuch für 
außeneuropäische Geschichte (Münster, Hamburg Lit Verlag), pp. 83-93; Gombár, E., 
“Modern Historiography in the Syrian Region,” Archív orientální 61 (Prague, 1993), pp. 
363-371; Gombár, E., “Sunni Historians of Aleppo in the Late Ottoman Period,” in Acta vi- 
ennensia ottomanica (Wien, 1999), pp. 129-133.

2 D alllkulliyat al-ādāb wa ’l-culūm al-insāniyya, 1995-1996(Dimashq), p. 4.
3 Duhmän, M. A . (ed.), Ibn Kannān: Murüjal-sundusiyya faslha fi talkhls tārīkh al-Sālihiyya 

(Dimashq, 1947); Duhmän, M. A. (ed.), Ibn TulüniAl-qalä’idal-jawhariyya f i tārīkhal-Sälihiyya, 
I—II (Dimashq, 1949-56); Duhmän, M. A. (ed.), Ibn cAsākir: Tārīkh madinat Dimashq, X 
(Dimashq, 1963); Duhmän, M. A. (ed.), Ibn Tulun: Fläm al-waräbi-man walänä’ibanmin al- 
Aträk bi-Dimashq al-Shäm al-kubrä (Dimashq, 1964).
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man history to help Damascus University to surmount its lack of specialists.4 
Lebanese historians also contributed to the beginnings of teaching history at 
Damascus University. They included Prof. Qustantln Zurayq (1909-), Rector of 
Damascus University in the years 1949-1952, who stood at the cradle of profes
sional historical studies at the university. Prof. Zurayq was bom in Damascus 
into a Greek Orthodox family, enrolled at the American University of Beirut and 
the University of Chicago, and received his PhD degree from Princeton Univer
sity. He became a well-known theorist of Arab nationalism, national conscious
ness, and of historical methodology.5

This generation of founders is represented by other personalities. Prof. Sami 
Dahhän was a specialist in both medieval and modem Arab history and chief 
editor of Ibn LAdlm’s (d. 1262) history of Aleppo and Ibn Shaddäďs (d. 1285) 
history of Damascus, and George Haddad studied the political heritage of Färis 
al-Khūrī.6 Prof. Nūr al-Dln Hātūm, bom in Damascus, is a famous historian 
with a wide spectrum of research interest concentrated on European history. Af
ter teaching at secondary school, he spent seven years studying in France, where 
he received his PhD certificate in Paris in 1945. In 1947, he became one of the 
founders of Faculty of Arts, where he twice served as dean (1958-60 and 1964- 
65). In 1954 he was named Professor and head of the Department of History in 
the years 1954-1969. He was also active as visiting professor at the Institute of 
Arab Research and Studies of the Arab League in Cairo (1958-73) and at Jor
dan University (1965-68). In 1969 he was named Professor at Kuwait Universi
ty, where he stayed until 1983.7 Prof. Muhammad Harb Farzät was also the 
chief of the Department of History at Damascus University. He accomplished 
his PhD in France (1972) and specializes in the ancient history of the Near 
East.8 Prof. Nablh cAqil served twice as dean of the Faculty of Arts. He is a spe
cialist in medieval Arab history. Among others, Salim cAdil cAbd al-Haqq, 
Shakir Mustafä, Saläh Madam, and Hishäm al-Safadl should be mentioned.

Prof. cAbd al-Karlm Gharäyiba (1923-) was one of the early Syrian scholars 
trained first at the American University of Beirut and then at the University of

4 Freitag, “Die Entwicklung der syrischer Geschichtswissenschaft,” pp. 84-85.
5 Faris, H. A., “Constantine K. Zurayk: Advocate of Rationalism in Modern Arab Thought,” 

in Arab Civilization. Challenges and Responses. Studies in Honor o f Constantine K. Zurayk; 
ed. G. N. Atiyeh, I. Oweiss (State University of New York Press, 1988), pp. 1-41.

6 Dahhän, S. (ed.), Ibn al-cAdīm :Zubdathalabf í tārīkhHalab, I—III (Dimashq, 1951,1954, 
1968); Dahhän, S. (ed.), Ibn Shaddäd: Al-afläq al-khatira fi dhikr uinarā’al-Shäm wa ’1-Jazīra 
(Dimashq, 1956); Dahhän, S., Muhädarät can Shaklb Arslän (Qähira, 1958); Haddäd, G., 
Khabbäz, H., Färis al-Khōrī, hayätuhu wa casruhu (Bayrüt, 1952).

7 Kalläs, N., “Nūr al-Dīn Hātūm. Hayätuhu wa camaluhu,” in Buhfith wa diräsätfi ’1-tärikh 
al-carabīmuhdät iiā ’l-ustādh al-duktür Nūr al-Dīn Hātūm (Dimashq, 1992), pp. 7-11. From 
among his publications on Arab history, let us mention Hātūm, N. D., Muhädarätcan marähil 
al-tārīkhiyya li  ’1-qawmiyya al-carabiyya (Qähira, 1963).

8 Farzät, M. H., Al-hayät al-hizbiyya fi Süriyä bayn 1920-1955(Dimashq, 1955).
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London. His PhD dissertation The English Traders in Syria (1951) remained un
published. In the 1950s and at the beginning of the 1960s, he was teaching at 
Damascus University. Then he was obliged to leave Syria to serve as Director 
General of Antiquities in Jordan. He joined the newly established Jordan Uni
versity, where he was dean of Faculty of Arts in the 1980s. Prof. Gharäyiba pub
lished several books in Arabic on the history of Syria under the Ottoman Turks. 
His fundamental monograph on modem history of the Arabs, first published in 
1984, was widely quoted and deserved several editions.9

A number of Syrian professional historians were brought up under the influ
ence of Egyptian historical schools. The first group of contemporary Syrian his
torians (Tarabayn, Färis, Birrü) wrote their MA and PhD dissertations with Prof. 
Shafíq Ghurbäl (1894-1961) at the Institute of Arab Research and Studies of 
the Arab League and Prof. Ahmad cIzzat cAbd al-Karlm (1909-1979) at the 
cAyn Shams University since the era of union between Syria and Egypt in the 
years 1958-1961. Then, other groups of Syrian students came to study Arab his
tory at Egyptian universities.10

Prof. Ahmad Tarabayn is one of the best known and most productive Syrian 
historians. His MA dissertation on the crisis in Lebanon from the 1860s till the 
First World War was soon published in Damascus and Cairo. His published PhD 
thesis, which was submitted in Cairo, dealt with the history of pan-Arab unity. 
Then, he taught as a Professor at Damascus University. At present, he is in ser
vice at the University in the United Arab Emirates. Besides the above men
tioned published dissertations, he wrote a number of monographs on the mod
em history of the Arabs. Prof. Tarabayn is the author of a fundamental study on 
the Palestine question from the beginning of the Zionist movement until 1948. 
He also contributed much to the study of modem Arab historiography.11

The modern history of the Arab Maghrib became the central interest of Prof. 
Muhammad Khayr Färis (1929-). His MA thesis under supervision of Prof. 
Ghurbäl was devoted to the Moroccan question between 1900 and 1912. He ac
complished his PhD degree in 1966 in Egypt. In 1969, he published his famous 
monograph on the history of Algeria under Ottoman rule. Muhammad Khayr

9 Gharäyiba, A. K., Muqaddiinat tārīkh al-cArab al-hadith 1500-1918 (Dimashq, 1960); 
Gharäyiba, A. K., D iräsätfi tārīkh Ifrlqiyya al-carabiyya (Dimashq, 1960); Gharäyiba, A. K., 
Al-cArab wa '1-Atrāk (Dimashq, 1961); Gharäyiba, A. K., Süriyä f i ’1-qarn al-täsF cashar, 
1840-1876 (Qähira, 1962); Gharäyiba, A. K., Qiyäin al-dawla al-sd'üdiyya (Qähira, 1974); 
Gharäyiba, A. K., Tārīkh al-cArab al-hadīth (Bayrüt, 1984).

10 Gombár, E., “Modern and Contemporary Egypt in the Egyptian Historiography,” Archív 
orientální 60 (Prague, 1992), pp. 157-166.

11 Tarabayn, A., Al- wahda al-°arabiyya 1916-1958(Dimashq, 1966); Tarabayn, A ., Azm at 
al-hukin f í Lubnän 1842-1861 (Dimashq, 1966); Tarabayn, A., Lubnän mundhu cahd al- 
tasarrufiyya iläbidäyatal-intidāb 1861-1920 (Qähira, 1968); Tarabayn, A., QadiyyatFilastln 
1897-1948,1—II (Dimashq 1968); Tarabayn, A., Al-wahda al-carabiyya fítänkhal-Mashriqal- 
im fäsir 1800- /£5#(Dimashq, 1970); Tarabayn, A., Filastln fikhitatal-sahyüniyya wa ’1-istFimr 
(Qähira, 1972); Tarabayn, A., Tārīkh al-Mashriq al-carabīal-mďäsir(Dimashq, 1981).
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Färis was named Professor of the modem history of the Arab Maghrib at Da
mascus University, and until 1998, he was the head of the Department of His
tory.12

One of the most talented Syrian historians was another disciple of the Egyp
tian historical school Tawfiq cAlI Birrü. He obtained his MA in 1960 under the 
supervision of Prof. Ghurbäl at Institute of Arab Research and Studies of the 
Arab League, and his PhD thesis in 1965 under Prof. cAbd al-Karim at cAyn 
Shams University. He was Professor of history at Aleppo University. His knowl
edge of Turkish enabled him to study Ottoman documents. He published two 
monographs on the Arab-Turkish relations in the constitutional period (1908- 
14) and during the First World War.13

Among the Syrian students in Egypt was Mrs. Laylä al-Sabbāgh, who sub
mitted her PhD dissertation in 1966 at Cairo University. She studied European 
communities in Biläd al-Shām during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 
Her sources were based mainly on the judicial records. As Professor of modem 
history at Damascus University, she became a well known specialist in the his
tory of Syrian society in the early Ottoman period.14

The history of Muslim Spain is a traditional interest of Syrian scholars based 
on old historical relations between Syria and Andalus in the period of the 
Umayyad Dynasty.15 This subject was at first scholarly studied by Khälid al- 
SufT.16 However, the best known contemporary Syrian scholar in this field is 
Prof. Ahmad Badr. He received his PhD degree at Universidad Complutense in 
Madrid in 1963. Badr was named Professor of history of the Arab Maghrib and 
Andalus at the Damascus University, where he also served as the head of the 
Department of History. After retirement, he is professionally active abroad. He 
published a fundamental monograph on the history and culture of al-Andalus in 
three volumes.17

12 Faris, M. Kh., Al-m as’ala al-maghribiyya 1900-1912 (Bayrut, 2nd ed. 1980); Faris, M. 
Kh., Tārīkh al-Jazāfir al-hadīth (Dimashq, 1969, 2nd ed. Bayrüt, n. d.).

13 Birrü, T., Al-cArab wa ’1-Turk fi ’l-cahd al-dustūrīal-cuthinānī (Qähira, 1960, 2nd ed. 
Dimashq, 1991); Birrü, T., Al-qadiyya al-carabiyya fi ’l-harb al-cälamiyya al-ülä 1914-1918 
(Dimashq, 1989).

14 Sabbägh, L., Al-mujtamaf al-carablal-sürlflmatlal al-cahdal-cuthmānī(Dimashq, 1973); 
Sabbägh, L, Tārīkh al-cArab al-hadīth wa '1-mďäsir (Dimashq, 1981-82); Sabbägh, L., Min 
ďIām al-fikral-carabī fi ’l-casr al-c uthmānī, Muhammad al-Amīn al-Muhibbī{Dimashq, 1986); 
A l-jāliyyātal-ürubbiyya f í bilädal-Shām fi ’l-cahdal-cuthmānī, I-II (Dimashq, 1989).

15 Gombár, E., “Muslim Spain in the Arab Historiography,” in Zafarnäme. Memorial Vol
ume o f  Felix Tauer, ed. Rudolf Veselý and Eduard Gombár (Praha: Enigma, 1996), p. 130.

16 Süfi, Kh., Tārīkh al-cArab f i  Isbäniyä: Jumhüriyyat Bani Ja whar (D imashq, 1959); S üfi, 
Kh., Tārīkh al-cArab f i Isbäniyä: Nihäyat al-khiläfa al-umawiyya fí ’1-Andalus (Halab, 1963); 
Soufi, Kh., “Los BanuYawhar de Córdoba,” Revista dei Instituto Egipcio de Estudios Islämicos 
VI (Madrid 1958), pp. 121-142.

17 Badr, A., Diräsät f i  tārīkh al-Andalus wa hadäratihä, I (Dimashq, 1969, 2nd ed. 1972); 
Badr, A., Tārīkh al-Andalus f i ’1-qarn al-räbf al-hijri II (Dimashq, 1974); Badr, A., Tārīkh al- 
Andalus, III (Dimashq, 1983).
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A strong school of Syrian historiography is based on British academic tradi
tions. Prof. cAbd aI-Karīm Räfiq (1931—) is today one of the best known Syrian 
historians. As one of Prof. Ghamyiba’s students, he was granted his PhD in 
1964 in London. His thesis, which was later published, was called The Province 
o f  Damascus, 1723-83. Räfiq then served as Professor of modem Arab history 
at Damascus University. After retirement, he continued his historical research 
on the Middle East in the United States. His PhD dissertation prompted him to 
publish a larger monograph on Syria and Egypt under Ottoman rule, which was 
widely used by university students. Later on, and after new research, Räfiq 
wrote his famous and important monograph, called ‘The Arabs and the Otto
mans”, dealing with the Arab dimension of the Ottoman Empire between 1517 
and 1916. The book studies the Arab reaction to Ottoman rule in four phases: 
Ottoman power, weakness, decline, and reform. This monograph served as a 
textbook for students in a number of Arab universities.18 Prof. Räfiq also pub
lished a number of articles in Arabic, English, and German, dealing with differ
ent subjects, such as the importance of the law-court registers as a historical 
source, land tenure, craft organizations, riots in Damascus in I860.19

In the field of medieval Islamic history, the most prominent Syrian historian 
is Prof. Suhayl Zakkär. He studied at the University of London (PhD 1969) and 
was named Professor of Islamic history at Damascus University. The focus of 
his scholarly interest is the medieval history of Syria, especially the Hamdänid 
period in Aleppo and the epoch of the Crusades. He also edited the chronicle of 
Damascus by Ibn al-QalänisI (d. 1160), and the famous history of Aleppo by Ibn 
al-cAdīm.20

The first and the best known Marxist historian in Syria is cAbdulläh Hannā 
(1932-). He obtained his training in the early 1960s at Leipzig University. In 
spite of a huge publication activity and esteem among professional historians, 
he was never allowed to enter the academic life at Damascus University. In his 
historical writings, he had devoted special interest to the workers movement, 
agrarian question, peasant history, and the study of land tenure. He published a

18 Rafeq, A. K., The Province o f  Damascus, 1723-1783 (Beirut, 1966); Räfiq, A. K., 
B iläd al-Shäm wa Misr, 1516-1798 (Dimashq, 1967); Räfiq, A. K., A l-cArab wa 7- 
cUthmāniyyūn, 1516-1916(Dimashq, 1974, 2nd ed. Dimashq, 1993); Räfiq, A. K., Ghazza, 
dirasa cumrāniyya wa ijtimaFiyya wa iqtisadiyya min khiläl al-wathä’iq al-shaŕiyya, 1273- 
77h ./l857-61 m. (Dimashq, 1980); Räfiq, A. K., Buhuth f i ’1-tārīkh al-iqtisādī wa ’l-ijtimāFī 
li-bilädal-Shäm fi ’l-casr al-hadīth(Dimashq, 1985).

19 The complete bibliography of Räfiq’s articles could be found in his “Ottoman Historical 
Research in Syria since 1946,” pp. 75-76.

20 Zakkar, S., The Emirate o f  Aleppo 1004-1094 (Beirut, 1971); Zakkär, S., Madkhal iiā 
tārīkh al-hurub afsalľbiyya (Bayröt, 1973); Zakkär, S., Akhbär al-Qarämita f i ’1-Ahsa’, al- 
Shäm, al-cIräq, al-Yaman (Bayrüt, 1980); Zakkär, S. (ed.), Ibn al-Qalānisī: Tārīkh Dimashq 
(Dimashq, 1983); Zakkär, S. (ed.), Ibn al-cAdīm: Biighyat al-talab f i tārīkh Halab (Dimashq, 
1988).
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monograph on peasant revolts in the Hawran region. He also paid attention to 
the intellectual life in Syria and Lebanon.21

The Egyptian historiographical school remained one of the very productive 
sources of Syrian professional historiography in the late Nasserist period and in 
the first half of the 1970s. One of the representatives of the middle-aged histori
cal generation is Yüsuf Jamil NacIsah (1935—), who studied in Egypt with Prof. 
cAbd al-cAz!z Sulaymän Nawār. However, Nacīsah was expelled from Egypt 
during the rule of President Sadat. In the _1970s, he edited narrative sources on 
the Ottoman history of Damascus (Hasan Aghā al-cAbd, Ahmad HilmI al-cAllāf). 
After his second return to Egypt, he accomplished his PhD in 1984. NacIsah was 
named Professor of modern and contemporary history of the Arab East. He pub
lished an excellent and highly professional two-volume monograph on the his
tory of Damascus in the period 1772-1840. This book is a good example of a 
new methodological school of Syrian social and economic historiography.22

Mrs. Khayriyya Qäsimiyya (1937-) is another historian educated in Egypt. 
Born in Haifa, she studied at Damascus University. Since 1967, she had been a 
disciple of Prof. Muhammad Anls (1921-1986) at Cairo University, where she 
accomplished her MA in 1969, and PhD in 1972. Since 1972, she has been a 
member of staff at Damascus University, in 1977 as associate professor, 1984 as 
full professor. In 1998, she was named head of the Department of History. Prof. 
Qäsimiyya is well known abroad, she has visited a number of universities, in 
1970 London and Oxford (with Albert Houráni), between 1972-1976 Research 
Centre of Palestinian Studies in Beirut, 1976-1979 Institute of Arab Research 
and Studies in Cairo, 1983-1984 Rotterdam, 1989-1990 Chicago, 1993-1994 
Princeton (with Leon Carl Brown), and 1995-1996 University of King Saud in 
Riyadh. Prof. Qäsimiyya specializes in modern and contemporary Arab history. 
In her published PhD thesis, she studied the history of Damascus under the Arab 
government of Faysal. This monograph is highly appreciated by specialists on 
the subject. Qäsimiyya also studied the Palestinian question and contributed to 
the editions of documents on modern and contemporary Syria.23

21 Hannä, A., Al-haraka al-c ummäliyya f i Süriyä wa Lubnän 1900-1945 (Dimashq, 1973); 
Hannä, A., Al-ittijähät al-fikriyya f i Süriyä wa Lubnän (Dimashq, 1973); Hannä, A., A l- 
qadiyya al-zirifiyya wa ’ 1-harakät al-fallähiyya f i Süriyä wa Lubnän, I 1820-1920 (Bayrüt, 
1975), II 1920-1945 (Bayrüt, 1978); Hannä, A., Harakat al-cäimna al-dimashqiyya fi ’1-qar- 
nayn al-thämin cashar wa ’1-täsf cashar (Bayrüt, 1985); Hannä, A., Tārīkh al-fallāhīn f i  7- 
watan al-carabī, I—III (Dimashq, 1986); Hannä, A., Min al-ittijähät al-fikriyya f i Süriyä wa 
Lubnän, al-nisf al-awwalmin al-qarn al-cishrīn (Dimashq, 1987); Hannä, A., Al-Cämiyya wa 
f-intifadät al-fallähiyya, 1850-1918, f i JabalHawrän (Dimashq, 1990).

22 NaĽIsa, Y. J., Mujtamď madlnatDimashq 1186-1256h ./l772-1840 m., I—II (Dimashq, 
1986).

23 Qäsimiyya, Kh., Al-huküma al-carabiyya f i Dimashq, 1918-1920 (Qähira, 1971, 2nd ed. 
Bayrüt, 1982); Qäsimiyya, Kh., Al-nashät al-sahyüni fi ’ 1-Mashriq al-carabi wa sadähu, 1908- 
1918 (Bayrüt, 1973).

73



Syrian graduates from Egyptian historiographical schools also specialize in 
medieval Islamic history. Mrs. Amīna Bītār, who studied in Damascus with 
Prof. Zakkär, also continued her studies in Egypt, where she received her PhD 
diploma in 1975. She is Professor in the classical history of Islam and the Ar
abs.24 cAdil Zaytün is also Professor at the Damascus University specialized in 
Medieval Arab and Islamic history, who was granted his PhD in 1978 in Egypt.

A number of historians with French professional background are paying 
more scholarly attention to the contemporary history of Syria. cAlI Sultan be
longs to the younger generation of Syrian historians who specialize in contem
porary history. Sultan accomplished his PhD dissertation on Syrian history 
1908-1920 at the Universitě Aix-en-Provence. This well-documented mono
graph was published in Arabic in two volumes.25 Mrs. Najäh Muhammad 
(1944-) was granted her PhD in 1983 at the Universitě de Paris I Sorbonne. In 
1995, she was appointed Professor of contemporary Arab history. She published 
a detailed monograph on the political history of Syria between 1948 and 1963.26 
Mrs. Samar Bahlawän was educated in Romania (PhD 1981). She is associate 
professor specializing in the Palestinian question. Another talented historian is 
Dhüqän Qarqüt. He published a monograph on the French mandate in Syria 
1920-1939.27 Recently, a new study on the French mandate in Syria was pub
lished, the author of which is Dr. Hikmat cAlī Ismācīl.28

Prof. Mahmüd cAmir (1945-) studied in Istanbul, where he wrote his PhD 
dissertation in 1982 with Prof. Nacat Küyünc. He specializes in Ottoman politi
cal and economic studies. The generation of Syrian historians who graduated at 
Damascus University is represented by associate professors mostly specializing 
in medieval Arab and Islamic history: Muhammad Zayüd (PhD 1987) for the 
Abbasid period, cAlI Ahmad (PhD 1988) for the medieval Arab Maghrib, and 
Ibrählm Zacrür (PhD 1990) for the Mamluk period, who became also editor of 
al-cAzImľs (d. 1161) chronicle.29

Besides the above mentioned professors and associate professors, the staff of 
the Department of History at the Damascus University has a number of lectur
ers, who accomplished their PhD in Syria and Russia. Muhammad Habib Salih 
(1991 Russia) and Mrs. Kämlliyyä Abü Jabal (1992 Syria) are active in the field 
of modern and contemporary Arab history. The field of medieval Islamic history 
is represented by Faris Būz (1988 Syria), Muhsin Yünis (1989 Syria), Mrs.

24 Bitar, A., Al-liayat al-siyasiyya wa ahamm mazahir al-hadara f i  bilad al-Sham (Di
mashq, 1980).

25 Sultan, A., Tārīkh Silriya 190&-1920,1-II (Dimashq, 1987).
26 Muhammad, N., Al-haraka al-qawmiyya al-carabiyya fiSüriyä, I (Dimashq, 1987).
27 Qarqüt, Dh., Tatawwur al-haraka al-wataniyya fiSuriya 1920-1939 (Bayrüt, 1975, 2nd 

ed. Dimashq, 1989).
28 Ismācīl, H.A., Nizäm al-intidāb al-faransīcalā Sūriyā 1920-1926(Dimashq, 1998).
29 Zacrūr, I. (ed.), MuhammadIbncA lial-cAzim i: Tärikh Halab (Dimashq, 1984).
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Wafa’ Juni (1991 Syria), Mrs. Nuhā Hamid (1991 Syria), Mrs. Samlha Abu ’1- 
Fadl (1992 Syria), Mrs. Fäyiza Kalläs (1993 Syria), Mrs. Shukrän KharbOtll 
(1992 Syria), FawzI Mustafa (1992 Russia), and Iktimāi Ismācīl (1993 Syria).

In conclusion, the efforts of non-professional Syrian historiography should 
be mentioned. General Mustafa Taläs (1932-), in particular, contributed much 
to the popularization of the modern and contemporary national history of Syria, 
not only as author, but especially as sponsor and publisher in the Dar Talas pub
lishing house.30

30 Talas, M., A  1-thawra al-carabiyya (Dimashq, 2nd ed. 1981).
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