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ON THE 50th BIRTHDAY OF RNDr. ONDRE] SAMUEL, DrSc.

On February 18th, 1981 RNDr. On-
drej Samuel, DrSe. celebrates his
fiftieth birthday. He was born in Pa-
larikovo where he received his early
education. In 1952 he [Jinished his
study at the Commercial Academy
with maturity exam. Then he ente-
red the Coumenius University in Bra-
tislava (Faculty of Geolugy and Geo-
graphy| where he graduated in 1956.
He was employed by Diongz Stiar In-
stitute of Geology where he is still
working.

Ondrej Samuel started with mi-
crobiostratigraphic  research of the
Cretaceous and the Paleogene of the
West Carpathians during his univer-
sity studies as an assistant of Acade-
mician D. Andrusov. Then he wi-
dely supported microbiostratigraphi-
cal researches in connection with the
compilation o] geological general
maps 1:200 000, mostly of the Inner-
Carpathian Paleogene, the Klippen Belt and of the East-Slovakian Flysch.
0. Samuel's researches resulted in new stratigraphical data significant
jor a new image of paleogeography and tectonics of these areas. It was ac-
tually for the first time that the Cretaceous and the Palevgene of the maost
part of these areas were (reated biustratigraphically. The synthesis of the
new data was presented by 0. Samuel in his thesis Jor the CSc. degree
in 1962.

In the Jollowing period O. Samuel paid most attention to specific
microbiostratigraphic problems in respect of microbinstratigraphic zonation
of the Cretaceous and the Palevgene of the West Carpathians. The results
of his researches surpassed the regional extent and they served as a basis
of buth the intraregional and interregional correlation of zonal mountains.
These problems were the theme of O. Samuel’s cdoctoral thesis {DrSe.| in
1972.

His theoretical scientific-research activity was closely connected with prac-
tice. Applying thorough microbiostratigraphical analyses, he contributed to
the solution of such a significant social task like the relation of the Novdky
coal basin (o the Bofpnice thermal springs. With his microstratigraphical rese-
arch (.5 a m w e | participated in many practical geological problems like
prospection for cement raw materials, the solutions for the Joundation of the
Domasa  hydroelectric power plant, prospeetion for deep structures favou-
rabte for accamalarion of oil and gas and of high-enthal py waters.

The results of 0. Samuel’s researches were published in about 150 works
ane A monograpls.
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His publication ,Microbiostratigraphy and Foraminifera of the Slovak Car-
pathian Paleogene” was the first synthesis of the study of foraminifers in the
Slovak West Carpathians and this is why it attracted particular attention of
the public both at home and abroad. In this works the planktonic foramini-
fers are paid most attention because they — being widely studied throughout
the world — facilitate intercontinental parallelisation and thus the work
gets connected with European and world microbiostratigraphic problems.

Significant are somparison of occurrence of planktonic foraminifers with
occurrences of larger foraminifers [mostly nummulites and alveolines), the
division of the Slovak Carpathian Paleogene into eleven successive zones
correlated with the International Geochronological Stratigraphical Scale.

In his work, the author shows his critical approach to synonymy and ta-
xonomic value of species described parallelly in the Soviet Union and in
western countries and so his publications acquire a sort of international cha-
racter documented by growing interest from abroad.

In regional respect a great scientific contribution is in explanation of
stratigraphical and tectonical-paleogeographical relations between the Inner
Carpathian Paleogene and the Klippen Belt, stratigraphical position of the
Malcov beds in relation to the Menilite-Krosno facies of the Dukla unit on
the one hand and the youngest Lower Oligocene sediments of the Inner Car-
pathian Paleogene on the other. The results of O. Samuel's research activity
affected considerably the existing stratigraphical conceptions, and conse-
quently also geology, tectonics and paleogeography of the Cretaceous and
the Paleogene of the Slovak West Carpathians.

As proved by reviews and interest from abroad, O. Samuel’s works are
an actual land-mark in history of our micropaleontology.

RNDr. O, Samuel, DrSc. is not only an outstanding paleontologist but
also a perfect organizer. It is proved by many extremely successful scientific
events organized by him — such as the 10th [ubilee CBGA Congress in Cze-
chuslovakia in 1973, the XXIlrd State Geological Conference of the Slou-
vak Geological Society in Trnava in 1980, a.o. For his excellent special and
organizing abilities, O. Samu el was assigned for many significant functions
in Diongz Star Institute of Geology and elsewhere.

In Dionyz Stur Institute of Geology in the years 1963—1969 O. Samuel
was the head of the Paleogene Department, and in 1969—1978 — the deputy
director. Since 1963 he has been scientific editor of the journal Geologické
priace — Sprdvy, and since 1967 Chairman of the Editorial Board, and since
1975 scientific editor of a new edition Zdpadné Karpaty - series Paleontolo-
qy. In the years 1967 —1978 he was secretary of Scientific Board of the insti-
tute and of the common Scientific Board of the Central Institute of Geology
and Diongz Stiar Institute of Geology. 0. Samuel is a supervisor o] post-
graduate students in geology and paleontology, member of the Commission
Jor the postgraduate CSc. and doctoral degrees from paleontology member
of Commission for geology, geography and mining at the Scientific commis-
ston on Earth and Cosmos (Slovak Academy of Sciences|, member of Edi-
torial  Board of Geologicky zbornik [Bulletin of Geuvlogy| of the Slovak
Academy of Sciences, member of Editorial Board of Mineralia Slovaca, member
of Slovak Geological Council, and the deputy secretary of CBGA of Czecho-
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slovakia. For many years he has been the Vice- President of the Slovak Geo-
lugical Society.

Scientific researches of RNDr. 0. Samuel, DrSe. were internationally va-
luated on the vecasion of the Eocene Colloguy in Hungary where he was awa-
rded a medal  [or solving microstratiqraphic  problems of the Paleogene
in Burope. He also participated in the solution of some contradictory strati-
graphical questions concerning prospection in South America.

For extensive international cooperation in Central Lurope he was awarded
the howrable plaque of the Hungarian Institute of Ceology in 1959, uf Puolish
Institute of Geology in 1970.

In our country O. Samuel's work was evaluater! already in 1959 when he
was awarded by the resort distinction The best worher of the Geological
Survey”, and in 1977 he got the plaque of Diongz Star jor the development
of Slovak Geology; in 1979 the honourable plaque of the Central Institute of
Geology in Prague, and the memorable medal on the vecasion of the 40th
anniversary of foundation of Dionygz Stir Institute of Geolugy.

RNDr. Ondrej Samuel, DrSe. celebrates his 50th birthday in full creative
enthusiasm and life optimism. We wish him many years o] steady health,
creative powers, and successful work for further development of Czechoslo-
vk geology.
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