
Reviews 
 
 
 
 
 
Historical Sociology. Journal for Historical Social Science  
Independent Centre for the Study of Politics, ARC – University of Political and 
Social Sciences, Ltd, Kolín and FHS Univerzity Karlovy, Praha 2007, 152 
pages. 
 
In 2007, collective publication with the title Historická sociologie (Historical 
Sociology) edited by Jiří Šubrt was published in Plzeň. In 2009, within the 
Masaryk Czech Sociological Association a historical sociology section was 
created. Later the same year even a programme Historical Sociology had been 
accredited at the Faculty of Humanities of Charles University in Prague, which 
then started in the winter semester. By the end of the same year, the first issue 
of a journal Historical Sociology was published. Such an intense activity shows 
a rather quick, but thorough and systematic establishment of a new social 
science discipline within the Czech sociology. Naturally, same as Czech 
sociology as a whole is still strongly influencing sociology in Slovakia, this 
journal too can become part of this enduring influence on our social sciences. 
However, it is the quick establishment of the new discipline which arouses 
several important questions. Many of them can be answered by the first issue of 
the periodical, which as the imprint states is planned to be published twice 
a year. 
 What is this new (in the Czech Republic and in Slovakia) branch about, 
what is its subject, what are its ambitions and what kind of methodology tools 
it uses compared to other related branches. This could be the first question. The 
second important question might answer the following: who forms the 
professional circle, who are guarantors of this new approach to research of 
social world and society (to be more precise, re-established, if we take the basis 
of several text authors declaring to be following the ambitions of the founding 
fathers of the sociology, particularly Max Weber or later on of the co-creators 
of civilizationistics Pitirim Sorokin and Norbert Elias). This is tightly 
connected to the issue of institutional background of the journal and the new 
discipline as such. Another closely related question is the professional quality 
of the newly established journal, its sustainability and quality growth in the 
fight with other professional social science journals found in the Czech and 
Slovak intellectual milieu. We surely cannot avoid the fact, that Czech as well 
as Slovak sociology (or the community of social scientists) form just a small 
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branch compared to European and World sociology even if we count these two 
scientific communities together (this was the case during the common state and 
it has not changed afterwards thanks to similarity of languages and rather close 
institutional cooperation). 
 The first issue of the journal has shown a well prepared start and potential 
sustainability of the journal. If the editorial board does not ease up, then the 
journal can be brought to the level of a standard professional journal of an 
independent scientific community. From structural point of view, it 
corresponds with comparable professional social science journals and gradually 
can even become their rival. Aside from editorial there is a section for study 
reviews and overview articles offering space particularly to young authors who 
are either not experienced enough in writing scientific studies or would like to 
present just the initial stages of their work. The first issue contains also an 
interview and an independent review section. In the closing section of the 
journal, there are reports presenting founding institutions. There is also 
information about conferences and research projects related to the circle around 
the journal. As mentioned in the editorial, the ambition of the chief editor is to 
leave open space also for glosses, notes or what he called “academic puns”. 
Since this is a review published in the Slovak Sociological Review and we 
assume that Slovak social science community members will also become 
readers and co-workers, it may be useful to situate the newly established 
journal also into the field of sociology in Slovakia. Compared to Czech 
Republic, where along with the main and the most important Czech 
Sociological Review a number of specialized and reviewed media has 
established itself (e.g., Biograf, Data a výzkum, Naše společnost, Sociologické 
studie etc.), in Slovakia, there is unfortunately no internal specialization at all. 
In addition, there is in fact no other professional medium apart from the current 
content Slovak Sociological Review that would offer a genre between studies 
and reviews. Solitary dominance does not always have to be of an advantage 
either for the journal itself or for the scientific community. Therefore, the 
Czech intellectual milieu is still so important for Slovak social scientists and a 
lot of them still contribute. Plurality of Czech professional reviewed journals 
including the new periodical Historická sociologie as well as plurality of 
professional subjects included within give much better options for the authors 
and the readers to form generational continuity and supports the formation of a 
scientific community as such. One of the advantages of the new Czech 
Historická sociologie is the space it offers to genres other than just studies or 
reviews. This creates conditions for efficient formation of common 
professional rules, better sharing of professional information and of current 
research of other colleagues. At the same time, it provides space for gradual 
professional growth of contributors, who by regular writing may improve their 
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style and professional phrasing and may educate also its own readers and 
contributors. These are the reasons, why we can view this journal as a potential 
and significant rival of other professionally related journals. 
 A big hope of the journal for the future is the circle of co-workers and the 
composition of the editorial board. Let's just name Miloslav Petrusek and Jiří 
Šubrt as close Czech co-workers of the board and Bohuslav Šalanda as the 
editor in chief, all three of them working at different workplaces of the Charles 
University in Prague. The journal is also connected to other non-Prague 
workplaces, to private university called Academia Rerum Civilium and Palacký 
University in Olomouc. Effort to gain broader international character is visible 
either through the people from the editorial board, foreign authors of texts or 
through the ambition to publish texts not only in Czech or Slovak, but in 
English, German or French, too. In the first issue, there is already an English 
study by Wilfried Spohn and an interview with another representative of 
historical sociology, Jóhann Páll Árnas from the University of Melbourne, who 
is at the same time member of the editorial board. Another foreign study is by 
Jaroslaw Kilias from Warsaw, who is also a member of the editorial board. 
Editorial board's ambition to publish foreign studies creates broader circle of 
potential contributors as well as readers. However, this multilingual approach 
might soon run into problems with providing for the reviews of foreign texts 
since one of the vital problems of almost the majority of professional social 
science journals is to get reviewers willing to write reviews in a foreign 
language. 
 What is however interesting and in our conditions untraditional is that 
public and private university have decided to cooperate in a non-profit and 
mostly academic project. It seems as though the teams of people from the 
Charles University in Prague and the team from the Academia Rerum Civilium 
– University of Political and Social Sciences, Ltd in Kolín are equal. In fact, 
the first issue of the journal informs in its News section about both basic 
institutions. Nevertheless, one interested in knowing the institutional 
background of the journal in more depth is going to find out that to great extent 
the journal mirrors the general status of science and education in the society – 
strong and quality background at public universities and probably better 
funding, marketing and flexible organization of work at private schools. From 
certain aspect synergy of both institutions might be very beneficial. However, it 
wouldn’t be surprising if the ambitions of the young and commercial 
workplace projected themselves into the functioning of the academic medium 
and then into the symmetry of the relationship between the two institutions. So 
far, the personal relationships are obviously asymmetric with Charles 
University in Prague having a notable superiority in authors and 
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professionalism. This leaves the impression that it could serve the young and 
private university as an outstanding marketing tool. 
 Professional ambition of the new journal remains the vital question. While 
the constitution of articles as well as the declared specialization indicate a very 
broad professional scope, both the initial study by Wilfred Spohn, the chairman 
of the historical and comparative sociology section of the ISA, and the 
interview about historical sociology with Jóhann Páll Árnason show the 
potential place of historical sociology within the more broadly defined social 
sciences. Simultaneously, these two contributions create a new social science 
discipline in the Czech Republic and something we could call a signpost (and 
expectations, too) to the future in terms of the content of this new journal. In 
general, the articles of the first issue show the assumed basic line of the 
journal's direction in terms of the content. Miloslav Petrusek writes about social 
philosophy in the Russia through the interpretation of historicity from the 
viewpoint of its “long duration”. Jaroslav Kilias writes about the formation of a 
modern nation state together with the formation of army institutions. Jakub 
Rákosník, social and economy historian devotes himself to the development of 
the institution of social state as constituent of modernization since the 19th 
Century. Furthermore, Karel Černý's text is about sociology of religion and 
analyses the phenomenon of religious terrorism in the work of Mark 
Juergensmeyer and lastly Lenka Beranová's text is from the sociology of death 
and dying. All of these show the extent both in terms of the research subject 
and in the intersection of various social science disciplines. 
 Additionally, the content of the first issue indicates the current status of this 
new social science discipline. On the one hand, there are experienced foreign 
and domestic authors writing rather comprehensive studies, clearly set into the 
subject of the branch. On the other hand, there are younger authors, who 
practise their skills in the issues they deal with in overview articles, though 
without any deeper or explicit entrenchment into the declared direction of the 
journal. In case of a new, a priori very broadly professionally 
(multidisciplinary) oriented journal it does not have to be a problem. It could 
become one, if the model of dividing the competencies between 
(predominantly) foreign elite and beginning young domestic authors started to 
reproduce. In any case, the first issue indicates a very promising healthy rival 
of the already existing professional journals both in the Czech Republic and in 
Slovakia and simultaneously a well prepared community of people with a 
potential to bring new ideas and perspectives into our social science. 
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