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BURIAL SITES IN ZÁHORIE (MIDDLE AND LOWER MORAVA 
REGION) IN ROMAN TIMES AND IN THE EARLY MIDDLE AGES

 
Considering the Causes of Formal and Spatial Dynamics

of the Burial Rite – Ethnicity, Religion or Socio-Economic Development?

m a r e k  h l a D Í k  –  k a t a r Í n a  h l a D Í k o v á

in this paper, the authors are considering the causes of changes in the burial rite in the middle and lower morava river 
region in the first millennium AD. Their considerations are based on the fact that the settlement activities of several 
éthnic´ groups are documented in the studied area during the first millennium AD. The authors discuss important 
phenomena associated with the burial rite of germans and slavs, such as the change from cremation to inhumation, 
coexistence or continuity of these rites or continuity or discontinuity of burial sites during the first millennium AD in 
Záhorie. the authors conclude that the primary determinant of changes in the burial rite was ethnicity, but in synergy 
with religion and socio-economic development.
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introDuction

the geographical area of the middle and lower 
course of the morava river (Fig. 1: a), which pro-
duced archaeological sources that are discussed in 
this paper and used to demonstrate some aspects of 
changes in the burial rite, developed dynamically 
in the first millennium AD (Hladík 2020; Pollak 1980; 
2009; Tamaškovič 2016; Vlach 2018).1 We will begin 
the discussion at the start of the 1st century and 
our youngest sources date back to the first half of 
the 10th century.2

since the start of the 1st century, events in the 
studied area of the middle and lower course of 
the morava river were accompanied by processes 
resulting in the origin and stabilisation of medieval 
state units (Vlach 2018). this trend may be observed 
across europe in regions originally located on the 
border of the roman empire (e. g. Noble ed. 2006). 
one of our objectives is to analyse the relationship 
between changes in the burial rite and geographi-
cal space. During the 1st millennium, settlement 
activities of several éthnic (́ t́ribal´) groups were 
documented in the studied area, which left traces of 
their presence in archaeological sources. therefore, 
it is possible to analyse changes in the burial rite 
in relation to the ethnic and geopolitical situation. 

of course, our considerations, aimed primarily at 
causes of the formal and spatial dynamics of the 
burial rite, constantly reflect on the relationship 
between archaeological sources and specific ethnic 
groups (e. g. Noble ed. 2006). 

germanic cremation Burial sites 
in Záhorie 

in Záhorie, most germanic burial sites have been 
researched fragmentarily (Fig. 1: B). systematic 
research was an exception in this area; their identi-
fication was often made possible by accidental finds 
from one to two cremation graves (Hladíková 2020, 
in print). recently, two sites have been added to the 
total number of identified burial sites: a burial site 
in sekule from the 2nd half of the 1st but mainly 2nd 
century – stages B2/c1 (Iván/Ölvecký/Rajtár 2019) 
and a burial site in Závod used during the whole 
roman period (predominantly in the 2nd–1st half of 
the 3rd century) destroyed by forestry activities (Ba
zovský et al. 2019). on these burial grounds there are 
documented influences from Elbe-Germanic territory 
and the northern regions of the przeworsk culture 
(hypothesis of possible immigration of population 
groups) and, in which, however, cremation was 

1 our conclusions in this paper are based primarily on data from Záhorie (i. e. the left bank of the middle and lower course 
of the Morava River). This area has been subject to our long-term research. The archaeological sources we find here have 
great information potential for the issues addressed in this study. however, we are aware of the historical ties between this 
region and the surrounding geographical units, especially the whole area of lower and middle course of the morava river. 
Therefore, our logical deductions also take into account the finds from this wider geographical area. 

2 The paper was written with the help of institutional support RVO: 68081758 – The Czech Academy of Sciences, Institute of 
Archaeology, Brno and by the scholarship AÖSK Stipendien für Postdoktoranden No. ICM-2019-16139 realized in 2020.
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also the dominant burial rite (Iván/Ölvecký/Rajtár 
2019, 253). the picture of the germanic burial rite in 
Záhorie is complemented by the excavated burial site 
in stupava (Turčan/Šefčáková 2011), where only four 
graves dating to the first half of the 3rd century and 
a partially published cremation burial site in Zohor 
dated approximately to 1st–2nd century were uncov-
ered (Elschek 2014, 48). The burial site in Zohor dated 
to the 1st–2nd century belonged to a central settlement 
dated mainly to the 2nd–3rd century, while the oldest 
evidence of settlement was dated to the 1st third of 

the 1st century (Elschek 2014, 114, 115). This settlement 
was located 14 km from Limes Romanus. the relatively 
low number of identified burial sites is largely related 
to the current state of research.

the development of the burial rite in this oldest 
period entailed several remarkable phenomena. 
the stage B1 is characterised by a relatively high 
number of warrior graves. this phenomenon is 
also documented at burial sites in Záhorie (e. g. 
malacky, láb, Bratislava-Devín). after the stage B1, 
the general trend is a decrease in the occurrence of 

Fig. 1. the studied area of the middle and lower reaches of the morava river in the territory of slovakia and the czech 
Republic (A) and spatial distribution of Germanic burial sites in Záhorie (B). 1 – Borský Mikuláš, časť Borský Peter-Hliníky; 
2 – Devín-Farská roľa; 3 – Devínska Nová Ves-Na vyhliadke (Slnečná ulica); 4 – Devínske jazero-pri železničnej stanici; 
5 – Devínske jazero-Ďalšie Topolité; 6 – Gajary-Stolička; 7 – Gbely-Pri sýpke; 8 – Kostolište-Niva; 9 – Láb-U sv. Vendelína; 
10 – Láb-Na výhoni; 11 – Malacky-Od Husára Dzile; 12 – Sekule-Pláňava; 13 – Senica-Čáčov; 14 – Skalica; 15 – Smolinské; 
16 – Stupava-intravilán; 17 – Vysoká pri Morave-Jelení hrb; 18 – Vysoká pri Morave-Veľký hrúd; 19 – Závod-Na dieloch; 

20 – Závod-Priečne; 21 – Zohor-Piesky. 
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weapons in graves or disappearance of this type of 
graves. the evidence from Záhorie correlates with 
this situation. however, there are few graves with 
weapons on the middle course of the morava river, 
today’s moravia (Droberjar/Peška 1994). 

the oldest graves from the slovak lower morava 
river region include grave units from Bratislava-
-Devín (Kolník 1991) and Bratislava-Devínska nová 
ves (Kraskovská 1977), and unpublished graves at 
Zohor. Surface finds hint the existence of a burial 
site at Zohor at the latest at the turn of the stages 
B1a/B1b (Elschek 2017, 12). the existence of burial 
sites from this period could be proven by the pre-
sumed burial site at Kostolište dated to the first half 
of the 1st century.3 Burial sites from the first half 
of the 1st century were also located in láb (Eisner 
1928) and probably in vysoká pri morave (Bartík/
Turčan 1992). overall, given that the information is 
fragmented, the identified burial sites may be dated 
predominantly to the early roman period; although 
the oldest horizon has not yet been documented 
with certainty, it can be expected in this area (e. g. 
Droberjar 2014, 257). this also applies to burial sites 
on the opposite side of the morava river in lower 
austria. the oldest documented burial sites are 
roughly dated to the 1st century, with the beginning 
of burying in the stages B1a–B1b. the burial sites 
include mannersdorf an der march, marchegg, 
Baumgarten an der march (Pollak 2009). a similar 
situation is documented in central moravia, where 
T. Zeman (2017b, 281) assumes the beginning of bu-
rials at some burial sites in the stages B1a–B1b. the 
adjacent southern moravia has a larger number of 
mainly younger dated burial sites and settlement 
in the stage B1a has not yet been documented (Ze
man 2017b, 281). 

this is how the spatial distribution of germanic 
burial sites from the first centuries aD docu-
mented in the sources represents a basis for the 
interpretation of the spatial development (dyna m-
ics of movement – intensity and direction) of the 
Germanic settlement in the Morava River region. 
Intensive settlement was concentrated in the area 
of the Bratislava gate and its wider hinterland (the 
area around Zohor with a central settlement and 
princely graves) in the first two centuries AD (the 
described situation of burial sites correlates with 
settlements). With a certain degree of uncertainty, it 
is possible to assume that the Germanic settlement 
penetrated into the area of the lower and middle 
Morava River region in the first centuries AD largely 
from the south, from the Danube. in this respect, 

archaeological sources from Záhorie correlate with 
written sources.  Záhorie lay in the vicinity or on 
the edge of the kingdom of vannius, whose core is 
traditionally located in the region east of the Little 
and White carpathians (compare Zeman 2017a, 197).  

From the stage B1c (second half of the 1st century), 
there is an increase in settlement areas. A denser 
settlement in the Late Roman period is related to 
the stabilised situation after the marcomannic 
Wars. this trend is general across south-western 
slovakia, including Záhorie. similarly, in the middle 
and southern morava river region of lower austria 
and czech republic, there was a gradual increase 
in settlement until the middle of the 2nd century 
(Lauermann 2017, 236; Pollak 2009, 161; Vlach 2018, 50; 
Zeman 2017a; 2017b). This increase in settlement is 
associated with a new wave of immigrants during 
the stages B1c–B2 (Lauermann 2017, 254). 

Burial sites from the late roman period in Záho-
rie are rare with cremation persisting in the burial 
rite (Záhorská Bystrica: Kraskovská 1965; stupava: 
Turčan/Šefčáková 2011; Láb, the Výhoň site: Eisner 
1928; Závod: Bazovský et al. 2019; smolinské: Prohász
ka 2014). in Záhorie, there are no cremation burial 
sites from the end of the roman period, which are 
tied to the Zlechov type (330–400/410) settlement 
components in the area of the middle Danube region 
(Zeman 2008). 

inhumation BY germans in Záhorie

skeletal graves from early and later roman pe-
riod, with the exception of ṕrincely´ graves and 
a few rare finds (Zohor: Elschek 2017), a problematic 
grave in Bratislava-Devínska nová ves (Pichlerová 
1961), are basically absent in Záhorie (Fig. 1: B). this 
may be largely due to the state of research, as rare 
skeletal graves dated to early roman period have 
been documented in the adjacent lower austria (e. 
g. Baumgarten, mistelbach, Drösing: Pollak 1980). 
´princely´ graves come from Zohor and from vysoká 
pri morave. the graves belong to the lubieszewo 
(lübsow) group, which dates back to the early roman 
period (B1–B2; Elschek 2017) and the rite of inhuma-
tion is usually in this period connected to the social 
status. Besides social status the inhumation was 
probably the result of acculturation and migration 
process (Droberjar 2011; Krekovič 1996).

except for ́ princely graves´in later roman period, 
the skeletal burial rite begins to appear alongside 
the dominant cremation rite at the end of the ro-

3 the geophysical survey realized by Department of archaeology in Bratislava did not detect any traces of the presumed burial 
site. it was probably destroyed by agricultural activities. the material evidence from the site is deposited in archaeological 
institute of sas in nitra.
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man period in the transitional horizon bet ween the 
roman period and the migration period (horizon 
c3/D1).4 although graves from this horizon have 
not been documented directly in Záhorie, they 
have been documented on the opposite bank of 
the morava river in lower austria, e. g. in Drö-
sing, Jedenspeigen (Pollak 1980). inhumation likely 
appeared in Záhorie during the migration period 
and became dominant at the turn of the 4th and 
5th century (Brather 2005, 159–164; Droberjar 2005, 
105, 106). Graves of the next development stage of 
the migration period, associated with the horizon 
of rich graves of the untersiebenbrunn (stage D2) 
type or the stage D3 have not yet been identified in 
Záhorie, but on the other side of morava river (e. g. 
marchegg: Pollak 2009). one of the few proofs of the 
skeletal burial rite in Záhorie is a double grave from 
Bratislava-Devín, dated to the 5th century (Kolník et 
al. 1993, 265–267). 

the final phase of the migration period, the 
´longobard phase´ (moravia, Bohemia – stage e/e2), 
is also represented only by a low number of burial 
sites in the southern Záhorie micro-region, which 
was probably a part of the lower austrian–south 
moravian enclave (Pieta 2002b, 21). the e/e2 stage is 
associated with the presence of longobards in the 
central Danube area, who probably brought with 
them a new form of burial – skeletal burial rite. the 
change was apparently related to the influx of new 
inhabitants with different ideas about the afterlife. 
The Longobards are associated with finds from two 
adjacent burial sites in Devínska nová ves-Devín-
ske Jazero (Kraskovská 1963; 1968). Both burial sites 
were dated to the first half of the 6th century. Further 
evidence of settlement from the Migration Period 
in Záhorie is rare (Zohor, gajary: Tejral 1975). We 
could mention only isolated artefacts from surface 
surveys in Závod (Turčan 2008; 2014), stupava and 
moravský svätý Ján (Hladíková, in print).

Due to the presence of the longobards at the 
Bratislava gate in a narrow belt along the eastern 
bank of the morava river (Devínske Jazero, Zohor, 
gajary, Bratislava-Devínska nová ves: Tejral 1975), it 
is likely that the oldest slavic population came into 
contact with the longobards at the turn of the mi-
gration period and the early middle ages. the exact 
dating of the Longobard and early Slavic settlement 
of Záhorie is currently uncertain (Curta, in print; 
Fusek/Zábojník 2010).5 at the area of Bratislava gate, 
however, there were probably contacts between 
Slavic and Longobard settlements. These contacts 
are documented by several authors mainly by mate-

rial culture, primarily on changes in the decoration 
of ´slavic´ ceramics (Štefanovičová 2012, 299). 

the Beginnings oF inhumation 
BY slavs

the search for the causes of the change in the 
burial rite in early medieval europe has been subject 
to debate for several decades (Štefan 2007; Ungerman 
2006). in addressing this question in older literature, 
all researchers leaned towards one of three explana-
tions for the onset of inhumation: 1. The influence 
of the avars; 2. christianisation; and 3. socio-eco-
nomic causes. in this context, dating the old est 
( f́irst´) skeletal graves (e. g. Ungerman 2006, 361) as 
accurately as possible is essential for identifying 
the cause of the change in the burial rite. however, 
the problem is that even precise dating of the ́ first´ 
skeletal graves cannot be simply matched with the 
beginning of christianisation. in the areas where 
the beginnings of christianisation are historically 
much better documented, this process is reflected in 
burial sites only very vaguely and certain archaeo-
logical evidence appears only with a significant 
delay compared to written sources (Schülke 1997). 

there was a switch from cremation to inhuma-
tion during the early middle ages in the large area 
of central, Western and northern europe. this 
process had different forms and dynamics. In the 
process of change, however, it turns out to be an im-
portant fact that abandoning cremation was the first 
moment, which was followed by other changes in 
the burial rite in longer term, such as the extinction 
of the custom of placing objects in graves or burying 
the deceased near church buildings (Štefan 2007, 
824). The adoption of a new form of burial rite in the 
middle and lower morava river region could have 
resulted from the imitation of elites from Bavaria, 
austria and, for southern slovakia, the avar elites; 
alternatively, the situation on the avar-slavic border 
could indicate the adoption of cultural patterns by 
slavs. this process could have resulted in a ´hy-
brid´form of the rite (Štefan 2007, 825–829; Hanuliak 
2004, 26; Zábojník 2004). 

The second issue worth attention is related to 
the external appearance of burial sites, i. e. the 
transformation of slavic burial sites from mound 
burial sites to f́lat´ burial sites. There are several 
large mound and flat burial sites in the studied 
area of the lower and middle morava river region. 
The mound site at Skalica-Kopečnica was subject 

4 Single find dated to stages the B2/C1 presents the inhumation grave from Senica-Čáčov (Pieta 2002a).
5 In his latest work, F. Curta questions the ethnic attribution of some ceramic finds from Záhorie dated to the 5th or 6th century 

to the Slavs. For example, he discusses the ethnicity of settlement finds (kiln, ceramics and ornamental bronze disc) from 
suchohrad (Curta, in print, 69). His polemic concerns the possible interpretation of the finds as traces of the Longobards. 
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Fig. 2. unequal archaeological recording of cremation from the early slavonic period/rs1 and the old hillfort period/
RS2 and inhumation burial places from Great Moravia Period/RS3 (A). 1 – Prušánky-Podsedky; 2 – Skalica-Kopečnica; 
3 – Gbely-Kojatín; 4 – Gbely-Adamov Dvor; 5 – Kúty-Sigeca I; 6 – Kúty-Borníky; 7 – Senica-Beňovského mlyn (after Hladík 
2020, fig. 211). Spatial distribution of pre-Great Moravian burial sites from the Early Slavonic Period/RS1 and from the 
old hillfort period/rs2 in southern Záhorie (B). 1 – moravský sv. Ján-Borová; 2 – Závod-Dielce; 3 – stupava-vývejiská; 
4 – Bratislava Dúbravka-Veľká lúka (RS1); 5 – Bratislava Dúbravka-Veľká lúka (RS2); 6 – Bratislava Záhorská Bystrica -
Devínske jazero-Lokvy pri Morave; 7 – Devínska Nová Ves-Pri tehelni; 8 – Bratislava Vajnory-Pod krížom; 9 – Bratislava 

Vajnory-železničná stanica. Spatial distribution of Great Moravian (RS3) burial sites in southern Záhorie (C).
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to the most extensive and comprehensive research 
(Bisták et al. 2019; Hladík 2020). other mound sites are 
located in the hinterland of two important central 
locations. mound sites gbely-kojatín and gbely-
-Adamov Dvor lie in the Mikulčice hinterland 
(Fig. 2: a; Hladík 2020). however, they were not 
studied as intensively as the skalica mound site. 
in the 1950s, the gbely mound sites were surveyed 
and partially re searched by V. Budinský-Krička and 
Ľ. Kraskovská. At the Gbely-Kojatín location, V. Bu-
dinský-Krička recorded 17 elevations, which could 
be relics of early medieval mounds, and partially 
researched two of them (Hladík 2020). the same 
number of elevations is also visible on the elevation 
model calculated from als data (Hladík/Mazuch/
Poláček 2020, 82). The Bernhardsthal-Föhrenwald 
mound site lies in the hinterland of pohansko. the 
mound site has been discovered and researched 
only recently (Macháček/Milo 2019). this mound site 
was discovered in 2011 by an analysis of als data. 
The digital model identified 41 mounds.  

although the research is not comprehensive, the 
existence of these mound burial sites provides us 
with a basis for considerations about the change of 
mound burial sites to flat burial sites. In this context, 
two facts are particularly important: the dating of 
the individual mound sites and the rite associated 
with them. the skalica mound site is dominated 
by inhumation, but the other mound sites are 
dominated by cremation. Differences in the burial 
rite correlate with differences in dating. The oldest 
dated mound site is Bernhardsthal-Föhrenwald, 
where the authors of research assume burials in 
the first two thirds of the 7th century. this mound 
site is followed by the gbely mound site, dated by 
the authors of research to the 8th century. the latest 
evidence of burial from the 9th century comes from 
Skalica-Kopečnica. The example of these sites shows 
that the mound burial persists even after the change 
from cremation to inhumation.  

continuitY or DiscontinuitY 
oF cremation anD skeletal 

Burial sites 

our dealing with the issue of continuity of cre-
mation and skeletal burial sites in the studied area 
is limited by the almost complete absence of crema-
tion necropolises. We addressed the situation on 
the middle course of the morava river in the wider 
hinterland of the Mikulčice agglomeration in works 
from 2014 and 2020 (Hladík 2020). While there are 42 
skeletal burials from the great moravian period in 
this area, there are only seven instances of cremation 
burial (Fig. 2: a). they are concentrated in Záho rie, 

except for the prušánky burial site. however, the 
unambiguous interpretation of the discovered find 
situations as cremation graves is problematic at 
the prušánky burial site. they are probably burnt 
animal remains (Mazuch/Hladík/Skopal 2017, 36). 
there are three mound sites in northern Záhorie, as 
discussed above: Skalica-Kopečnica, Gbely-Kojatín, 
gbely-adamov Dvor, a partially researched burial 
site at Kúty-Sigeca I, and accidental finds at Kúty-
Borníky and Senica-Beňovského mlyn. This picture 
of the density of cremation burial sites does not 
correspond to the assumed population density, es-
pecially at the turn of the pre-great moravian and 
great moravian period in southern moravia and 
south-western slovakia. it seems that the almost 
complete absence of cremation necropolises in the 
studied area cannot be explained by the state of 
research, but rather it is a consequence of forms of 
burial that are difficult to identify (similar conclu-
sions exist for central Bohemia: Štefan 2007, 808).

archaeological sources from the studied area of 
south-eastern moravia and northern Záhorie lead 
us to the conclusion that the fundamental changes 
in the burial rite in the region, which was soon to 
become the core of great moravia, most likely took 
place during the first half of the 9th century at the 
latest. They do not confirm (or definitely refute) the 
coexistence of cremation and inhumation (Hladík 
2020; Štefan 2007; Ungerman 2006). 

the situation is more complicated on the lower 
course of the morava river (southern Záhorie). 
there are 27 skeletal burial sites from the great 
moravian period in this area (Fig. 2: c; Tamaškovič 
2016). There are 18 pre-Great Moravian burial sites 
in southern Záhorie (Fig. 2: B). the majority of 
pre-great moravian burial sites are concentrated 
in the wider vicinity of the Bratislava gate (south 
of the vysoká pri morave – stupava line). as this 
is a space of contact between the slavic and avar 
ethnic groups (Zábojník 2009, 24), the mentioned 
phenomenon of the adoption of cultural patterns 
by the slavs enters the research into the change and 
continuity or discontinuity of burial rites in the 8th 
century. cremation burial is documented in nine 
burial sites, four of which had both rites (Fig. 2: B). 
cremation burial sites without evidence of inhu-
mation come from the first two phases of the early 
middle ages (rs1, rs2), i. e. they are dated from the 
6th to the 8th century. Burial sites with both rites are 
younger. the oldest one (Devínska nová ves-pri te-
helni, Záhorská Bystrica-lokvy pri morave) is dated 
to the second half of the 7th century. however, most 
burials at these burial sites are from the 8th century.  

in southern Záhorie, especially at the Bratislava 
gate, there are stronger links between cremation 
and inhumation than in the more northern areas on 
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the middle course of the morava river. although 
we currently have very limited source material, it 
is a very likely scenario that there was continuity of 
cremation and inhumation, even within the space of 
one burial site. the coexistence of both rites is also 
likely. We assume that the transition from cremation 
to inhumation could have taken place under the 
influence of the Avars since the turn of the 7th and 
8th century. however, inhumation did not prevail 
until the 9th century, when christianity entered the 
process of transformation of religious ideas and the 
associated rituals. 

conclusion

We discussed certain aspects of the change of the 
burial rite during the roman period and the early 
middle ages on the middle and lower course of the 
morava river (slovakia). the research of key periods, 
in which fundamental social changes took place (not 
only spiritual ones), is significantly limited by the 
quality or absence of archaeological and historical 
sources (with a certain degree of simplification, we 
mean the 1st–6th and 8th century). nevertheless, we 
are able to define certain assumptions or hypoth-
eses. however, they need to be tested further. this 
uncertainty leads us to believe that to improve the 
chronology and answer the questions related to the 
change of the burial rite in the roman period and 
in early middle ages, it will be necessary to expand 
the methodological repertoire with more exact scien-
tific analyses (Unger 2013) and more comprehensive 
mathematical models (e. g. Mazuch/Hladík/Skopal 
2017). in our opinion, this is the only way to supple-
ment and test the currently somewhat exhausted and 
often very vague, comparative and chronological-
typological analyses of grave equipment. 

the current discussion shows the limited infor-
mation potential of sources in the application of basic 
chronological-typological research methodo l ogy. 
therefore, if we are to advance our knowledge of is-
sues such as the link between archaeological sources 
and ethnicity (e. g. the slavic nature of prague-type 
ceramics: Curta, in print) or if we are to study directly 
the migration of individual populations and its im-
pact on less significant aspects of the burial rite (e. 
g. hypothesis of possible immigration of population 
groups from przeworsk culture at the burial sites in 
sekule or Závod: Bazovský et al. 2019; Iván/Ölvecký/
Rajtár 2019), we must expand our method ological 
repertoire pragmatically (Hladík 2019).

given the state of research on the lower and mid-
dle course of the morava river in the 1st millennium 

aD, the primary cause of the fundamental changes 
in the burial rite seems to always be the change in 
the population inhabiting the given area. it should 
be noted that this fact is not affected by uncertainty 
in the search for the origin of ethnic groups (e. g. 
discussion of the autochthonic or migrationist con-
ception of the development of the longobards or 
slavs: Curta, in print; Tejral 2012). there is an obvious 
correlation between changes in the burial rite and 
the movement of inhabitants. it is also remarkable 
that in roman period and migration period skeletal 
graves appeared in certain periods, or there was 
a coexistence of both rites or repeated changes in the 
burial rite. in the early middle ages, however, there 
was a more or less smooth transition from cremation 
to inhumation. this fact could also be explained by 
the above-mentioned correlation of changes in the 
burial rite with the movement of the population. 
Dynamic population changes during roman and 
migration period caused non-linear changes in the 
burial rite, while in the early middle ages there was 
one dominant interaction of the avar and slavic 
ethnic groups, which resulted in one linear change 
in the burial rite.

it is impossible to quantify more exactly to 
what extent these processes were accelerated by 
changes in the religious and socio-economic sphere. 
however, as in many other cases, there was likely 
a synerg istic effect and the burial rite process de-
pended on several determinants. all in all, ethnicity 
resp. ́ tribal variability´ of population appears to be 
the primary factor on the middle and lower reaches 
of the morava river especially for migration period 
and early middle ages. 

of course, it is more than likely that especially 
in the case of some germanic skeletal graves in 
roman period, the rite was characteristic of elite 
members (Krekovič 1996, 37). the coexistence of 
these diametrically opposed rites depended more 
on social than ethnic factors. therefore, our em-
phasis on the importance of population changes in 
the studied area in relation to changes in the burial 
rite, i. e. the importance of ethnicity, does not mean 
a hypothesis that ethnicity is the primary cause of 
changes in the burial rite in general. in general, we 
agree with the statement that the issue of stability 
or changes in the burial rite should be assessed in 
the specific conditions of the studied society, and 
that the burial rite reflects a wide social differen-
tiation and a diverse range of social relationships 
(Pearson 2005). therefore, our conclusion about the 
relationship between population movement and 
the change in the burial rite applies to the defined 
geographical area of   Záhorie.



198 marek hlaDÍk – k atar Ína hlaDÍková

literature

Bartík/Turčan 1993 – J. Bartík/V. Turčan: Germánske nálezy 
z vysokej pri morave. AVANS 1992, 1993, 21.

Bazovský et al. 2019 – I. Bazovský/R. Čambal/K. Hladíková/ 
J. rajtár: nové funerálne nálezy z doby rímskej zo Zá-
vodu (predbežná správa). Zborník SNM 113. Archeológia 
29, 2019, 263–267.

Bisták et al. 2019 – P. Bisták/P. Kmeťová/T. Tomašovičo-
vá/m. Felcan/J. Zachar/a. Feníková: nedeštruktívny 
archeologický výskum včasnostredovekého mohylníka 
v skalici. Monument revue 2, 2019, 23–36.

Brather 2005 – s. Brather: acculturation and ethnogenesis 
along the Frontier. in: F. curta (ed.): Borders, Barriers, 
and Ethnogenesis: Frontiers in Late Antiquity and the Middle 
Ages. turnhout 2005, 139–171.

Curta, in print – F. curta: Slavs in the Making. History, Linguis
tics and Archaeology in Eastern Europe (ca. 500–ca. 700). 
london – new York, in print.

Droberjar 2005 – e. Droberjar: Věk barbarů. České země a stěho
vání národů z pohledu archeologie. praha – litomyšl 2005.

Droberjar 2011 – e. Droberjar: einige Bemerkungen zur 
Körperbestattung bei den böhmischen Sueben in der 
älteren römischen kaiserzeit. in: e. Droberjar (ed.): 
Archeologie barbarů 2010. Hroby a pohřebiště Germánů 
mezi Labem a Dunajem. Sborník příspěvků ze VI. proto-
historické konference Hradec Králové, 6.-9. září 2010. 
olomouc 2011, 13–22.

Droberjar 2014 – e. Droberjar: poznámky ke studiu o nejstar-
ší germánske keramice v Čechách a na Moravě. Zborník 
SNM 108. Archeológia 24, 2014, 253–260.

Droberjar/Peška 1994 – E. Droberjar/J. Peška: Waffen der 
römischen Kaiserzeit in Mähren und die Bewaffung aus 
dem königsgrab bei mušov. in: c. carnap-Bornheim 
(hrsg.): Beiträge zu römischer und barbarischer Bewaffnung 
in den ersten vier nachchristlichen Jahrhunderten. lublin – 
marburg 1994, 271–301.

Eisner 1928 – J. eisner: prehistorický výskum na slovensku 
a podkarpatskej rusi v roku 1927. Sborník Muzeálnej 
slovenskej spoločnosti 22, 1928, 26–40.

Elschek 2014 – k. elschek: Zohor v dobe rímskej. nový 
germánsky kniežací hrob a žiarové pohrebiská na 
Záhorí. in: B. komoróczy (ed.): Archeologie barbarů 2011. 
Sociální diferenciace barbarských komunit ve světle nových 
hrobových, sídlištních a sběrových nálezů. spisy archeo-
logického ústavu AV ČR Brno 44. Brno 2014, 113–131.

Elschek 2017 – k. elschek: BratislavaDúbravka im 1. bis 4. 
Jahrhundert n. Chr. Germanischer Fürstensitz mit römischen 
Bauten und die germanische Besiedlung. nitra 2017.

Fusek/Zábojník 2010 – g. Fusek/J. Zábojník: Frühslawisches 
siedlungsobjekt aus suchohrad. Zur problematik der 
langobardisch-slawischen Beziehungen. in: J. Beljak/ 
G. Březinová/V. Varsik (ed.): Archeológia barbarov 2009. 
Hospodárstvo Germánov. Sídliskové a ekonomické štruktúry 
od neskorej doby laténskej po včasný stredovek. nitra 2010, 
155–80.

Hanuliak 2004 – m. hanuliak: Veľkomoravské pohrebiská. Po
chovávanie v 9.–10. storočí na území Slovenska. nitra 2004.

Hladík 2019 – m. hladík: on theoretical pragmatism in 
archaeology. Musaica archaeologica 4/2, 2019, 195–213. 

Hladík 2020 – m. hladík: Mikulčice and its Hinterland. An 
Archaeological Model for Medieval Settlement Patterns 
on the Middle Course of the Morava River (7th to Mid13th 

Centuries). leiden – Boston 2020.

Hladík/Mazuch/Poláček 2020 – m. hladík/m. mazuch/l. polá-
ček: Zázemí hradiště Mikulčice-Valy v 9. století. Brno 2020.

Hladíková 2020, in print – k. hladíková: nové nálezy „lon-
gobardských“ spôn z mladšej fázy sťahovania národov 
z južného Záhoria. Zborník SNM 114. Archeológia 30, 
2020, in print. 

Hladíková, in print – K. Hladíková: Nové nálezy súčastí 
picích rohov z priestoru južného Záhoria. In: XIV. 
Protohistorická konference Archeologie barbarů 2018. Brno, 
in print. 

Iván/Ölvecký/Rajtár 2019 – r. iván/r. Ölvecký/J. rajtár: 
Vybrané hrobové celky z germánskeho žiarového 
pohrebiska v sekuliach. Zborník SNM 118. Archeológia 
29, 2019, 235–261.

Kolník 1991 – T. Kolník: Zu den ersten römern und germa-
nen an der mittleren Donau im Zusammenhang mit 
den geplanten römischen Angriffen gegen Marbod 6 
n. chr. in: r. asskamp/s. Berke (hrsg.): Die römische 
Okkupation nördlich der Alpen zur Zeit des Augustus. kol-
loquium Bergkamen 1989. Bodenaltertümer Westfalens 
26. Münster 1991, 71–84.

Kolník et al. 1993 – T. Kolník/E. Krekovič/L. Snopko/I. Ger-
žová/V. Ferus/I. Hečková: Doba rímska. in: t. Štefano-
vičová a i. (ed.): Najstaršie dejiny Bratislavy. Bratislava 
1993, 210–274.

Kraskovská 1963 – Ľ. Kraskovská: Nálezy z doby sťahovania 
národov na západnom slovensku. Archeologické rozhledy 
15, 1963, 693–700.

Kraskovská 1965 – Ľ. Kraskovská: Žiarový hrob z doby 
rímskej v Záhorskej Bystrici na slovensku. Archeologické 
rozhledy 17, 1965, 335–357.

Kraskovská 1968 – Ľ. Kraskovská: Hroby z doby sťahovania 
národov pri Devínskom Jazere. Archeologické rozhledy 
20, 1968, 209–212.

Kraskovská 1977 – Ľ. Kraskovská: Rímske žiarové hroby 
v Bratislave-Devínskej novej vsi. Archeologické rozhledy 
29, 1977, 487–491, 597, 598.

Krekovič 1996 – E. Krekovič: kostrové hroby z doby rímskej 
na slovensku z aspektu teoretických otázok pohrebné-
ho rítu. Musaica 23, 1996, 33–44.

Lauermann 2017 – e. lauermann: Zum Forschungsstand 
der römischen kaiserzeit und völkerwanderungszeit 
im norddanubischen niederösterreich. in: Na hranici 
impéria – Extra Fines Imperii. Jaroslav Tejral zum 80. Ge
burtstag. Brno 2017, 235–254. 

Macháček/Milo 2019 – J. Macháček/P. Milo: Das frühmittel-
alterliche Hügelgräberfeld von Bernhardsthal. archäolo-
gische Forschungen in niederösterreich. neue Folge 
7. krems 2019. 

Mazuch/Hladík/Skopal 2017 – m. mazuch/m. hladík/r. sko-
pal: Úpravy hrobových jam a dřevěné konstrukce v hrobech 
na pohrebištích Velké Moravy (sociální, duchovní a chrono
logický fenomén). Brno 2017.

Noble ed. 2006 – t. F. X. noble ed.: From Roman Provinces to 
Medieval Kingdoms (Rewriting Histories). london – new 
York 2006.

Pearson 2005 – m. p. pearson: The Archaeology of Death and 
Burial. london 2005.

Pieta 2002a – K. Pieta: Neues zum Grab von Čáčov, West-
slowakei. in: k. kuzmová/k. pieta/J. rajtár (hrsg.): 
Zwischen Rom und dem Barbaricum. Festschrift für Titus 
Kolník zum 70. Geburtstag. nitra 2002, 343–354.



Bur ial sites in Záhor ie (miDDle anD loWer mor ava region) 199

Pieta 2002b – K. Pieta: Osídlenie Slovenska v dobe sťaho-
vania národov. In: A. Ruttkay/M. Ruttkay/P. Šalkovský 
(ed.): Slovensko vo včasnom stredoveku. nitra 2002, 11–22.

Pichlerová 1961 – m. pichlerová: nové nálezy z doby rím-
skej v slovenskom pomoraví. Archeologické rozhledy 13, 
1961, 855–860.

Pollak 1980 – m. pollak: Die germanische Bodenfunde des 
1.–4. Jahrhunderts n. Ch. im nordlichen Niederösterreich. 
Wien 1980.

Pollak 2009 – m. pollak: Frühgeschichtliche siedlungen an 
der unteren march, niederösterreich – kontinuität ei-
ner kulturlandschaft. Přehled výzkumů 50, 2009, 153–179.

Prohászka 2014 – p. prohászka: Über einige kaiserzeitliche 
Funde aus der südwestslowakei in lichte neuer archi-
valischen angaben. Zborník SNM 108. Archeológia 24, 
2014, 133–144.

Schülke 1997 – a. schülke: Zeugnisse der „christianisie-
rung“ im grabbefund? eine Forschungsgeschichte 
mit ausblick. Etnographisch-Archäologische Zeitschrift 
38, 1997, 457–468.

Štefan 2007 – I. Štefan: Změna pohřebního ritu v raném 
středověku jako archeologický a kulturně-antropolo-
gický problém. Archeologické rozhledy 59, 2007, 805–836.

Štefanovičová 2012 – T. Štefanovičová: Najstarší Slovania 
na území Bratislavy. In J. Šedivý/T. Štefanovičová (ed.): 
Dejiny Bratislavy 1. Od počiatkov do prelomu 12. a 13. sto
ročia. Brezalauspurc – na križovatke kultúr. Bratislava 
2012, 299–230. 

Tamaškovič 2016 – J. Tamaškovič: Záhorie vo včasnom stredove
ku – modelovanie sídelnej štruktúry s použitím GIS a štatis
tických metód. type script of master’s thesis. constantine 
The Philosopher University in Nitra. Nitra 2016.

Tejral 1965 – J. tejral: k langobardskému odkazu v ar-
cheologických pramenech na území Československa. 
Slovenská archeológia 23, 1965, 379–446.

Tejral 2012 – J. Tejral: K současnému stavu archeologického 
i historického bádání o nejčasnějším středověku na 
Moravě. In: J. Doležel/M. Wihoda, M. (ed.): Mezi raným 
a vrcholným středověkem. Pavlu Kouřilovi k šedesátým 
narozeninám přátelé, kolegové a žáci. Brno 2012, 29–68.

Turčan 2008 – V. Turčan: Na prahu epochy Slovanov. Pa
miatky a múzeá 1, 2008, 50–54.

Turčan 2014 – V. Turčan: nové nálezy z juhozápadného slo-
venska zo sťahovania národov. In: B. Komoróczy (ed.): 
Archeologie barbarů 2011. Sociální diferenciace barbarských 
komunit ve světle nových hrobových, sídlištních a sběrových 
nálezů. Spisy Archeologického ústavu AV ČR Brno 44. 
Brno 2014, 447–452.

Turčan/Šefčáková 2011 – V. Turčan/A. Šefčáková: Germánske 
hroby zo stupavy, okr. malacky. in: e. Droberjar (ed.): 
Archeologie barbarů 2010. Hroby a pohřebiště Germánů 
mezi Labem a Dunajem. Sborník příspěvků ze VI. proto-
historické konference Hradec Králové, 6.-9. září 2010. 
olomouc 2011, 121–131.

Unger 2013 – J. Unger: Kontinuita či diskontinuita středo- 
a mladohradištních pohřebišť na jižní Moravě. Časopis 
Slezského zemského muzea B62, 2013, 283–287.

Ungerman 2006 – Š. Ungerman: Tzv. předkötlašský horizont 
a počátky velkomoravského kostrového pohřbívání. 
Archaeologia Historica 31, 2006, 351–369.

Vlach 2018 – m. vlach: Demography modelling and simu-
lation of the Barbarian populations of the „marcoman-
nic“ Settlement Structure of the Middle Danube Region. 
Přehled výzkumů 59/2, 2018, 45–86.

Zábojník 2004 – J. Zábojník: Birituálne pohrebiská v severnej 
a západnej časti Karpatskej kotliny v období avarského 
kaganátu. Študijné zvesti AÚ SAV 36, 2004, 339–357.

Zábojník 2009 – J. Zábojník: Slovensko a avarský kaganát. 
Bratislava 2009.

Zeman 2008 – T. Zeman: Nové sídlištní nálezy tzv. zle-
chovského horizontu na jižní Moravě. In: Z. Měřínský/ 
J. Klápště (ed.): Moravskoslezská škola doktorských studií. 
Brno 2008, 154–174.

Zeman 2017a – t. Zeman: Střední Pomoraví v době římské. Svě
dectví povrchové prospekce. archeologia olomoucensia 
2. olomouc 2017.

Zeman 2017b – T. Zeman: Příspěvek k poznání nejstaršího 
osídlení Moravy optikou nových povrchových nálezů. 
Slovenská archeológia 65, 2017, 279–319.

Manuscript accepted 19. 8. 2020

Translated by Matúš Benkovič

mgr. marek hladík, phD.
Archeologický ústav AV ČR Brno, v. v. i.
Výzkumná základna Mikulčice-Trapíkov
Mikulčice 736
CZ – 696 19 Mikulčice
hladik@arub.cz

mgr. katarína hladíková, phD.
katedra archeológie
Filozofická fakulta UK v Bratislave
gondova 2
SK – 811 02 Bratislava
katarina.hladikova@uniba.sk



200 marek hlaDÍk – k atar Ína hlaDÍková

Pohrebiská na Záhorí (stredné a dolné Pomoravie) v dobe rímskej a vo včasnom 
stredoveku

Príčiny formálnej a priestorovej dynamiky pohrebného rítu – etnicita, 
náboženstvo alebo socio-ekonomický vývoj?

m a r e k  h l a d í k  –  k a t a r í n a  h l a d í k o v á

sÚhrn

V práci sa autori zaoberajú niektorými aspektami 
problematiky zmeny pohrebného rítu, v prvom tisícročí 
po kristovi v priestore stredného a dolného toku rieky 
Morava. Cieľom práce je analyzovať vzťah medzi zmenami 
v pohrebnom ríte a geografickým priestorom. V priebehu 
prvého tisícročia je v sledovanom priestore doložená sídelná 
aktivita viacerých „etnických“ („kmeňových“) zoskupení. 
Táto skutočnosť autorom umožnila analyzovať zmeny v poh-
rebnom ríte aj vo vzťahu k etnickej a geopolitickej situácii. 

Autori v chronologickom slede diskutujú problematiku 
žiarových germánskych pohrebísk, ďalej problematiku 
inhumácie u Germánov, následne venujú pozornosť po-
čiatkom inhumácie u Slovanov a ako poslednú diskutujú 
otázku kontinuity či diskontinuity včasnostredovekých 
žiarových a kostrových pohrebísk.

Za daného stavu výskumu v priestore dolného 
a stredného Pomoravia v prvom tisícročí po Kristovi sa 

ako primárna príčina spôsobujúca najzásadnejšie zmeny 
v pohrebnom ríte ukazuje vždy zmena v populácii sídlia-
cej na danom území. Pozoruhodná je tiež skutočnosť, že 
zatiaľ čo v dobe rímskej pozorujeme kumulatívny výskyt 
kostrových hrobov v istých časových úsekoch, vo včas-
nom stredoveku môžeme hovoriť o plynulom lineárnom 
prechode od kremácie k inhumácii. Dynamické zmeny 
obyvateľstva v dobe rímskej spôsobili nelineárne zmeny 
v pohrebnom ríte. Zatiaľ čo vo včasnom stredoveku došlo 
k jednej dominantnej interakcii avarského a slovanského 
etnika, čo sa prejavilo v pohrebnom ríte v jednej lineárnej 
zmene. v prípade niektorých germánskych kostrových 
hrobov v dobe rímskej išlo o rítus charakteristický pre 
elitné skupiny obyvateľov. Koexistencia týchto diametrál-
ne odlišných rítov bola podmienená viac spoločenskými 
ako etnickými faktormi.


