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A LAte RomAn Spat h a

a n D r e a  v a D a y  –  e v a  s Z a k o s

in connection with a double-edged spatha found in a late roman grave at the archaeological site of hegyeshalom, 
holdas-szántók, we examine the possibility of celtic or germanic origin of the late imperial pannonian swords. the 
different parts of the swords are taken individually as a basis for comparison, given the shape of the hilt, blade shoulder, 
blade length and tip, scabbard and chape. in addition to the Western and central european territories, we also cover 
the Eastern, parthus influence, and also the long swords of the Sarmatian tribes living in the vicinity of Pannonia pro-
vide information on the subject of late roman spathas. it cannot be ignored that during many occasions the imperium 
Romanum faced the different weapons and fighting style of the enemies on the battlefield, to which they were forced to 
adapt in the hope of victory. In determining the origin of swords, it makes difficult that we can only speak of a ‘pure’ 
roman type if the weapon is identical in every detail to either the celtic or the germanic swords. complicating the sub-
ject further the fact that the ethnicity of swords cannot be determined in all cases. even if they were acquired as booty 
or are subject of trade by Barbarians and vice versa by the romans, they are placed in the typological system based on 
the location of the archaeological site. 
after the sword discussed, it is also important to address the issue of the archaeological context the spatha was found. 
the deceased buried with the spatha in the roman cemetery of hegyeshalom, holdas-szántók may have been a military 
veteran, confirmed by the fact that he was buried with his pilum, spatha and paludamentum. His onion-headed fibula 
suggests that after his dismissal from the military, he also held some sort of position in the community.

keywords: pannonia, late roman imperial period, spatha, germanic double-edged swords.

in the early decades of the last century, both celtic 
and germanic origins were raised in relation to long, 
straight double-edged swords of the romans.1 it is 
no coincidence that in several european provinces of 
the roman empire the typical weapon of the fusing 
autochthonous population of late iron age celtic and 
germanic origin was the long double-edged sword. 
In addition to the financial aspects, their usual fight-
ing style may have contributed to the fact that, when 
enlisted, they could take their weapons with them 
into the army, regardless of whether the short sword, 
the gladius was still in use in the roman infantry in 
the early imperial era. 

Question may arise as to whether written sourc-
es can shed light on the origins of weapons. latin 
sources use different words for sword, the names 
ferrum,2 ensis, gladius, spatha, also sica, and even pars 
pro toto a mucro3 appears. of these, sica refers to the 
shape of the sword, while gladius and spatha most 
often refer to the size of the weapon. sometimes, 

however, there are exceptions. in the description of 
germania at the end of the 1st c. aD, tacitus uses 
the word gladius for the sword of the germans,4 
adding even the ‘short’ adjective to the northern 
germanic tribes.5 in this work, the author uses the 
gladius in a general sense to refer to the sword and 
not to the roman weapon form. he writes in the 
same way when describing the invasion of moesia, 
when he uses gladius for the swords of both the 
roxolans and the romans, adding that the sword 
of the Barbarians is praelongus while that of the ro-
mans is levis.6 this is evidenced by the fact that the 
Sarmatian sword differs not only in length from 
the roman gladius, but also in its use, i.e. similar to 
the long swords of the Far east, it is also suitable 
for two-handed fencing technique. it also means 
a formal difference; their grip is longer than the 
grips of one-handed swords. 

the roman military leadership was sooner or 
later forced to adapt to the fighting style of the  

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

1 Coussin 1926, 226 – 231. The Gallic connection is still highlighted today: Bishop 2020, 5.
2 The word ‘iron’ is also used for the sword in several languages.
3 the point of the weapon (sword, spear).
4 Tacitus Germania 6, 2; 18, 4; 24, 2.
5 Tacitus Germania 44. 2: ‘breves gladii’.
6 Tacitus Historiae I 79, 3 – 4: ‘sed tum umido die et soluto gelu neque conti neque gladii, quos praelongos utraque manu regunt, usui...

Romanus... levi gladio inermem Sarmatam... comminus fodiebat...’ (highlight from us).
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Fig. 1. Hegyeshalom. Grave 42 (75). 1 – 3, 5, 6 – drawing and photos A. Vaday; 4 – photo A. Figler. Scale: a – 1 – 3; b – 5, 6.
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enemies,7 which also meant taking over similar 
types of weapons. The recurrent Parthian attacks in 
the east also contributed to the change, as the ro-
man infantry armed with a gladius on their balteus 
faced warriors with long swords. Joachim Werner 
also pointed out the Eastern influence in the arma-
ment to defend persian tactics and weapons (Werner 
1966, 137, 138). Despite the compulsion, the transi-
tion was not rapid either, the short sword, gladius, 
was only replaced by the long sword, the spatha 
in the antonine era, which was accompanied by 
a change in fighting style and tactics.

Due to character limitations, we could only raise 
here a few necessary thoughts regarding both the 
origin and the change that was taking place, which 
is essential in relation to the late roman spatha 
analysed below.

the SpaTHa  From hegyeshalom

In 1996, during the construction works of the 
m15 motorway, andrás Figler carried out a rescue 
excavation in an archaeological site called hegye-
shalom, holdas-szántók (hungary). among the 
56 graves belonging to the late roman imperial 
period cemetery, only grave 42 (75) with SW – NE 
orientation had two relatively intact weapon: a spa-
tha and a pilum. in addition to the typical items of 
late roman costume and grave furniture, nine, 4th c. 
worn or already completely illegible coins also came 
to light. the latest of them was an extremely worn 
coin of valentinian i. dated between 350 and 378.8 

the double-edged iron spatha lay on the left side 
of the body, parallel to the upper arm, detached, 
with its point toward the foot. remains of a rusted 
iron scabbard are visible on the blade (Fig. 1: 2). the 
shoulder curves down to the blade collar. the blade 
here is 5.5 cm wide. the total length of the sword 
is 93.5 cm, the width of the blade is 5 cm and the 
length of the tang is 10.3 cm. the heavily rusty blade 
is only 4.3 cm wide above the chape. the iron chape 
is an oval-based cylindrical plate, with a 1.3 cm thick 
oval-shaped terminal cap with a diameter of 5 × 

2.8 cm attached to the bottom. A 3 cm wide bronze 
plate was twisted over the bottom iron plate to deco-
rate the surface of the chape. Fine textile pieces were 
preserved in the rust on the top side of the sword 
and also the bronze plate of the chape. since there 
was no human bone or any other finds nearby, it 
could not belong to the clothing of the dead worn 
at the funeral. it could not be the remnants of the 
material covering the feretrum either, because it was 
only observed at the top of the scabbard.9  

a bronze fibula with onion head was found 
between the left ankle of the body and the longitu-
dinal wall of the grave (Fig. 1: 6; Vaday 2019, 549).10 
Its head button was hexagonal and smaller in size,11 
in contrast to the pressed spherical buttons at the 
end of the crossbar. The original button on the head 
was lost at some point during use, so it was replaced 
with a smaller, different type of button. In doing so, 
the new button was no longer placed to the position 
of the original button,12 but was attached to the pin. 
however, during the repair, the pin could no longer 
rotate in a full arc, so it was probably only suitable 
for a thinner material due to its small movement, or 
simply pinned into the fabric. The fibula may have 
belonged to the cloak of the deceased, the paluda-
mentum, which could had been laid down at the 
funeral next to him on the left side of the feretrum, 
partially covering the sword as well.

next to the right lower leg of the dead, with its 
tip toward the shorter wall of the grave, the head 
of a corroded iron pilum was found. the socketed 
head with a circular cross section for the wood han-
dle is visible 8 cm long on the rusty inner side. its 
damaged point has the form of a deltoid. l: 27.4 cm 
(Fig. 1: 1).13

the deceased may have been a military veteran, 
confirmed by the fact that he was buried with his 
pilum, spatha and paludamentum. his onion-headed 
fibulas (Fig. 1: 5, 6) suggest that after his dismissal 
from the military, he also held some sort of position 
in the community.14 

In recent research, the basis of different classi-
fications of Roman swords (Biborski 1978; Biborski/
Ilkjær 2006; Miks 2007) is the length of the weapon, 

7 For example, against the equestrian and archer sarmatians, syrian archers using similar tactics were directed to pannonia, 
and even the fan-shaped towers of the Roman Forts point to adaptation to the barbaric fighting style.

8 the consistency of the coin points to longer use before it was buried.
9 there were two bronze buckles in the grave from hegyeshalom, one lying on the right leg belonging to the detached pouch, 

the other fastening the waist belt, it was found between the femurs. There was no archaeological find to suggest a way to 
suspend the scabbard.

10 In the image of the fibula, the side and top view photo was taken after the restoration, the image of the head was taken before 
the restoration.

11 the photo was taken before the restoration, it was lost during the restoration.
12 the location of the original bulb can be easily observed in the usual place on the head side of the bow above the pin
13 A detailed report on all aspects of the finds found in the grave will be covered in the full evaluation of the cemetery.
14 in accordance with local traditions, he was laid on a feretrum on eternal rest.
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Fig. 2. reconstruction of the sword with chape from hegyeshalom and selected typological analogies. 1 – hegyeshalom 
(drawing A. Vaday); 2, 3 – Iža (after Rajtár 1994); 4, 7 – Zalaszentgrót (after Bishop 2020; Müller 1976); 5 – detail of the sword 

from the Portrait of the Four Tetrarchs (drawing A. Vaday); 6 – Altlußheim (after Garscha 1936). Scale: 1 – 4.
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which is complemented by the design of the hilt, 
the shoulder, the shape of the blade edge (Miks 2009, 
136), the point of the blade, as well as the closure of 
the hilt and the shape of the cross guard. the scab-
bard of the sword is also characteristic, and even 
the way the weapon is worn with the suspension 
parts. Weapons were also classified based on the 
proportion of the parts.15 

During the evaluation of the sword from he-
gyeshalom there was no financial support to apply 
material analysis, which is also useful by defining 
roman swords (Biborski et al. 1982) and the import 
of weapons (Biborski/Kaczanowski 1989). moreover, 
due to the absence of exact parallels, it cannot be 
fitted into the typological systematization listed 
above, therefore in the search for parallels we can 
only rely on the characteristic features of certain 
parts of swords. it is no coincidence that most of 
these parallels come from the finds of the Car-
pathian Basin, an attempt to explain this will be 
made below.

of the typological parallels, tangs can be divided 
into two types: either narrow towards the end or 
have parallel edges. it is worth comparing the two 
antonine-era swords found in the wood-earth 
camp of Iža (Slovakia), a spatha and a semispatha. 
one has a total length of 88 cm, of which the tang 
is 15 cm long, with a rectangular cross-section and 
parallel edges (Fig. 2: 2; Rajtár 1994, 83, fig. 3: 1). 
The other sword is 79 cm long, of which the tang 
is 18 cm, with a square cross-section, gradually 
18 cm towards the end of the hilt, which ends in 
a rivet head (Fig. 2: 3; Rajtár 1994, 85, fig. 3: 2). The 
10.3 cm long tang of the sword from hegyeshalom 
has a rectangular shape with rounded corners 
(Fig. 1: 2A; 2: 1). Its shape and cross-section are 
similar to the tang of the longer spatha in Iža (Fig. 
2: 2; Rajtár 1994, 83, fig. 3: 1). The end of the blade 
also corresponds to this. the angled point of the 
shorter Iža semispatha on the other hand, is com-
mon among gladii. the sword from cserszegtomaj, 
Dobogódomb (hungary) was lost in World War ii, 
the dimensions are unknown, only its photograph 
remains (Mráv 2010 – 2013, 55, 56, fig. 8: 14), its tang 
is similar to that of the semispatha in Iža, although 
the point of the blade is not angled, but sharply 
curves. the sword of the auxiliary cavalry, dated 
to the last quarter of the 1st c., also indicates that 
the elements used for typology can often be mixed. 

the damaged tang of the Budapest, Bécsi út 
(hungary) sword was 14 cm long, but according 
to the type of sword, this could also be parallel-
sided, with silver plates bent on the hilt in eight 
rows. Based on the publication of margit nagy, the 
wooden cover of the hilt could have been 3 cm in 
diameter (Nagy 2004, 237). the hilt of the sword 
from hegyeshalom may have been made of wood, 
but no wood remains were preserved in the rust 
on the tang and it had no metal plates. While the 
spathae from hegyeshalom and Budapest, Bécsi út 
had no crossguard, the sword from the grave of 
Zalaszentgrót (hungary) was reconstructed with 
a crossguard in its first publication (Müller 1976, 
fig. 12: 3). Later it was published without it (Fig. 2: 4; 
Bishop 2020, 20, without further number).

the heavily corroded sword from hegyeshalom 
is 88.5 cm long, and approximately 5 cm wide. the 
cross-section of the blade thickened towards the 
middle, so it had no fuller. its point is not visible due 
to the rusted chape, but as the blade gradually tapers 
at the bottom without breaking, the point may have 
been sharpened in a curved line (Fig. 1: 3).16

the double-edged long sword from Budapest, 
Bécsi út remained in fragments. according to margit 
nagy, the total length of the sword on the grave 
drawing was 105 cm including the chape, but at the 
time of restoration it was determined to be 95 cm. 
it could not be decided due to the rust, but according 
to the author, it is possible that it had a fuller (Nagy 
2004, 235, 237).17  the sword from Zalaszentgrót is 
87.5 cm long, 7 cm wide at the rectangular blade 
collar, with a straight double-edged blade that 
gradually narrows.  

christian miks studied the blade length of pu-
giones, gladii and spathae from 100 Bc to around 
500 aD, the longest of which was 85 cm (Miks 2007, 
fig. 1; 2017, fig. 1). The blade of the sword from He-
gyeshalom is longer than this, although the chape 
covers the point of the blade, but it can still be 
around 88 cm. the shape (width-length) of the blade 
is close to the narrow nydam/straubing type, which 
has been replaced by the illerup/Wyhl type dating 
from the middle of the 3rd c. (Miks 2007, 99 – 103). The 
late form of this type is the ejsbol variant, however, 
incorporation of the sword from hegyeshalom into 
this system is difficult based on its other parts. In the 
second half of the 4th c., double-edged swords with 
5 cm wide blades, similar to those of hegyeshalom, 

15 these aspects can only be used with intact pieces, but most of the time, due to fragmentation and rusting, it can only be done 
with greater safety on some of the weapons. Where the edges of the blade gradually taper to the end of the tip, the blade-to-
tip ratio cannot be calculated.

16 reconstruction of the blade.
17 the broken part of the sword from grave 6 of the cemetery from tiszavalk, kenderföldek (hungary), has been restored, so its 

details are now invaluable, but fortunately part of the hilt and blade has remained, where the fuller of the weapon is clearly 
visible (Garam/Vaday 1990, 182, fig. 11: 12).
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are found in the territory of upper elbe, oder and 
vistula, and are found in large numbers in the 
territory of the przeworsk-culture (Kokowski 2003, 
170 – 183, fig. 63). It should be noted that most of them 
either have crossguard or their blades gradually 
narrow towards the point, which makes them dif-
ferent in shape from the straight blade of the spatha 
from hegyeshalom.18

later in the 4th c. the proportions of the swords 
change. the shoulders of the sword from hegye-
shalom run obliquely down into the blade. this can 
also be observed in Bronze age weapons, but also 
occurs in the east at the scythians and later on is 
also characteristic by la tène swords. For roman 
swords, oblique shoulder can also mean the survival 
of archaic features, especially in hispania and gaul 
(Bishop 2020, 5 – 7). The shoulders of the Hegyesha-
lom sword do not run at the same angle down into 
the blade and are not of the same length. (Fig. 1: 2B) 
swords with similar shoulders also occur in inhu-
mation burials dated between the end of the 3rd c. 
and the first half of the 4th c., e.g. monceau-le-neuf, 
grave 2, France, lampertheim, grave iii, germany 
and stockstadt, grave 1, germany (Schulze-Dörlamm 
1985, 510, 511, 514, 516, 517, fig. 2a: 6; 5: 2; 7: 3). Long, 
double-edged swords with asymmetrical shoulders 
also occur in the graves of the late sarmatian period 
of the great hungarian plain, e.g. in the cemetery 
of the sarmatian army protecting the roman ram-
parts, Mezőszemere, Kismari Fenék, the 95 cm long 
sword of the grave 38 (Domboróczki 1997, 138, cat. 1, 
fig. 94; 95; Vaday/Domboróczki 2001, 18 – 20, 86) but the 
90 cm long sword of the grave 42 (Vaday/Domboróczki 
2001, 86, fig. 36: 2), the broken-ended weapon of the 
grave 58 (Vaday/Domboróczki 2001, 24 – 26, fig. 40; 
42: 1) and the 87.6 cm long sword of grave 13 of the 
Attila-era cemetery of Alattyán, Tulát can also be 
listed here (Kovrig 1963, 10, 11, 193 – 197, pl. XLV: 15: 3; 
Vaday 1985, fig. 5: 11; 1988 – 1989, 231, cat. 3, pl. 6: 13). 
to continue the description of parts of the sword 
from hegyeshalom, it is 5.5 cm wide at the top of 
the blade, and 2 – 2.5 cm lower already has a width 
of 6 cm. Question arises, whether it is a matter of 
chance only due to rust, or was the scabbard slightly 
shorter than the blade. like at the tang, there was 
no wood residue in the rust, so it is not possible to 
decide whether the scabbard was made of wood 
or a thin iron sheet was bent into the wood. the 
scabbard of the sword from Budapest, Bécsi út was 
assumed to be made of wood (Nagy 2004, 237, note 
44). the 78.5 cm long scabbard of the spatha from 
Zalaszentgrót is also made of wood. Based on the 
wood remains, it can be well reconstructed that the 

scabbard on both sides was 0.4 cm wider than the 
blade. According to Robert Müller, ‘the 4.7 and 4.5 cm 
wide strip of leather observed at 12.3 and 39.3 cm from 
the blade collar is a remnant of a leather band holding 
the two parts of the scabbard together’ (Müller 1976, 60). 

the chape of the hegyeshalom sword is oval-
bottomed, jar-like, 1.3 cm high, made of iron, the 
upper part of which is covered with a 3 cm wide 
bronze plate. in its unrestored state, the rivets are 
not visible at the bottom of either the bronze plate 
of the chape or the iron terminal cap. on the upper 
side of the chape plate, a fine textile was preserved 
in the rust. 

the chape of the Budapest, Bécsi út sword was 
perished, it was rectangular in shape, 6 to 7 cm long 
and 5 cm wide, and presumably a silver plate was 
bent on it (Nagy 2004, 237, fig. 17: 5). Based on the in 
situ photograph, it could have been a plate metal 
chape (Nagy 2004, 237, fig. 10: 3). Margit Nagy also 
mentions its parallels (Nagy 2004, 251, 252). 

the chape of the sword from Zalaszentgrót was 
made of two parts. The top was a corroded 4 – 4.1 cm 
wide, worn silvered bronze plate bent into an oval 
shape 5.9 – 1.9 cm in diameter. The two edges of the 
plate were decorated with punched crosses, the 
two ends were fastened together with four rivets, 
the ends of which were curved. Based on this, it 
can be stated that the wall of the scabbard is made 
of 0.5 – 0.7 cm thick wood. The scabbard was closed 
by a flanged iron plate that fitted exactly to the for-
mer plate. three 4.6 cm long terminal knobs with 
hemispherical heads and rectangular cross-section 
were fixed to the bottom (Fig. 2: 7; Müller 1976, fig. 
11: 4a, b, 5a, b). it is important to note that there is no 
chape on the photograph made in situ of the grave 
(Müller 1976, fig. 8; 10). 

The three chapes with the straight bottom be-
long to the so-called gundremmingen type of late 
roman chapes.19 the chape type was described in 
1966 by Joachim Werner (1966, 139 – 141) and then sup-
plemented by christian miks with the Jakuszowice 
variant (Miks 2007, 408 – 411). The latest detailed 
analysis of the type was done by Michael Schmauder 
(2018). Straight-bottomed ‘Persian-type’ Late Impe-
rial chapes can be found among the germans even 
before the hunnic period (possenti 2011, 440). these 
widespread (Iriarte 2006, 83, note 27), simplified, 
tube-shaped, straight-bottomed chapes with three 
rivets on the bottom according to Michel Feugére, 
were innovations in late roman fabrics responsible 
for supplying roman armament and armor due to 
their easy production (Feugére 2002, 247). Based on 
Christian Miks’ typology (Miks 2007, 408 – 411), Oster-

18 gerlachsen, schriesheim, mainz-kostheim, Wiesbaden, lugi, Zelniki Wielke: Schulze-Dörlamm 1985, 565, 566, Fundliste 4. 
19 Based on Christian Miks’ typology, they are types A809 and A780 (Miks 2007, 408 – 411).
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burken/kemathen-type and asiatic-type spathae are 
common with gundremmingen-type chapes. Based 
on its occurrence with asiatic-type sword forms, it is 
suggested that it could have been manufactured by 
a workshop in the east or outside the empire, and in 
connection with its occurrence with a crossbar also 
an eastern workshop related to the hun rule of the 
carpathian Basin emerged (Schmauder 2018, 523, 524). 
their shape is similar to the chapes of eagle-headed 
swords depicted on the porphyry portrait of the Four 
Tetrarchs (Fig. 2: 5). The bottom of the scabbard on 
the long double-edged sword in the grave of the 
german leader of lébény magasmart (hungary) was 
made of a thin copper plate, the surface was covered 
with a silver plate divided by ribs (pusztai 1966, 
103, fig. 4: 1). As an exact parallel, a chape plate of 
a fragmented sword found in Altlußheim (Germany) 
can be cited, where even an iron disc similar to the 
find from Hegyeshalom remained at the bottom of 
the chape (Fig. 2: 6; pusztai 1966, 109, note 19, with 
former bibliography). the chape plate of the 5th c. 
Altlußheim grave was considered to be of Eastern 
origin (Garscha 1936, 193, pl. 40: lb – e). The dating of 
the chape type is between 300 AD and the first half 
of the 5th c. based on current finds and depictions 
(Miks 2015, 20; Schmauder 2018, 524).

the characteristic features of some parts of the 
swords may also indicate different ethnic contexts. 
in the case of pannonia, in addition to the ethnic 
affiliation of the owner of the weapon, his social 
status,20 economic status21 as well as his occupation22 
was assessed as an influencing factor. Nevertheless, 
weapons do not often occur in early and middle im-
perial burials, which makes comparisons difficult. 

the situation will not change later, weapon is also 
relatively rare in the late roman imperial graves of 
pannonia.23 this is also understandable, as weapons 
owned by the treasury had to be handed over to 
the curator fisci by the soldiers when they were dis-

armed.24 nevertheless, albeit infrequently, weapons 
were placed in the graves.25 many Barbarians were 
enlisted in the roman army, so the deceased with 
the sword of Hegyeshalom could also be a settled 
german warrior, or one from the left bank of the 
Danube who, according to tradition, was buried 
with a weapon (Feugère 2002, 34, with previous opin-
ions). this would be supported by the fact that in the 
lower elbe-loire area, only 25 spathae are known 
from the graves of the 4 – 5th c. (Böhme 1974, 97, note 
33), however, in the rhine-main region the graves 
are characterized by offensive weapons during this 
period (Schulze-Dörlamm 1985, 552).

in pannonia, the roman-Barbarian neighbour-
hood dates back several centuries to the late im-
perial era, therefore peaceful and wartime events 
between the two areas could have had an impact 
on armaments. like in the province, there are only 
a few sword graves in the early and middle sarma-
tian period of the sarmatian Barbaricum. it can also 
be explained by the fact that there is no metal de-
posit in the great plain, they were forced to import 
iron, and the supply of weapons was difficult. In the 
second half of the 4th c., however, in the prehunnic, 
then in the Attila era, and later in the 5th c., the situ-
ation changed when the role and importance of the 
military increased due to the war. armed graves 
appear at sarmatian centers,26 strategic points, river 
crossings,27 in border areas28 and along routes also 
used by the military.29

the appearance of the huns in europe forced 
many tribes to flee. The Barbarians endangered 
the provinces partly in Ister and partly along the 
Danuvius. rome intended an important role in the 
roman entrenchment defending pannonia as an 
‘advanced limes’. In its construction, the Roman 
soldiers and the sarmatians of eastern origin living 
in the carpathian Basin at this period worked in an 
alliance, the latter also taking part in the defence 

20 Buried are hunters or high-ranking individuals (Feugére 2002, 34, with previous opinions).
21 see the carriage burials of the rich indigenous aristocracy (Ottományi 2016, 126, 192, 263, note 671, with previous literature).
22 cserszegtomaj-Dobogódomb (Mráv 2010 – 2013, 55, 57, 61), sankt georgen/lajtaszentgyörgy, austria (Mráv 2010 – 2013, 71, with 

the relevant literature).
23 In 1972, examining 2210 4th c. burials, lányi found that only 24 burials had any weapons at all (Lányi 1972, 83).
24 there have been rare individual cases where a veteran soldier has retained his weapon (Woods 1993).
25 according to M. Nagy (2004, 253), the burial of the Budapest, Bécsi út sword, which dates back to the turn of the 4th – 5th c., is 

explained by the fact that ‘the sword was considered the property of the buried and out of respect for a military officer of presumably 
barbarian descent they did not comply with the provision’.

26 Due to size limitations we will mention here only a few of the sword graves.
27 Like the already mentioned grave 13 from Alattyán, Tulát (Vaday 1988 – 1989, 231, pl. 11: 19; with previous literature).
28 a previous example: at hortobágy, poroshát (sarmatian-germanic border) 4th mound group, grave 8, silver plate chape sword 

(Zoltai 1941, 285, pl. VI: 38, 39a, b). There are several Germanic objects at the site, so it is quite difficult to decide whether the 
weapon is of eastern origin or whether the sword came from the germans to its owner.

29 sándorfalva, eperjes, grave 5 (Vörös 1982 – 1983, 142, 143, fig. 9). Long double-edged sword with a straight iron strap chape.
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of the entrenchment. With this in mind, it is also 
important to draw attention to the chapes in the Bar-
baricum of the carpathian Basin. in the cemeteries of 
the army protecting the entrenchment, the simpler 
chape of the sword of  grave 38 from Mezőszemere, 
kismari-Fenék (Vaday/Domboróczki 2001, fig. 29: 4) 
and the swords of grave 34 from tiszadob-sziget 
(Istvánovits 1993, fig. 16: 4), also refer to the possible 
eastern connection system regarding the chape. 

Within the middle line of the entrenchment – 
intersecting the former line of the ditch – a group 
of graves of barbarian military families protecting 
the ditch was found in Mezőszemere, Kismari-
Fenék (hungary). in grave 38, on the left side of the 
skeleton, between the body and the arm, a 95 cm 
long, 5 cm wide-bladed sword was laid with a nar-
row, straight-bottomed, oval-based chape attached 
to the wooden scabbard with two nails (Vaday/
Domboróczki 2001, 20, fig. 27; 29: 1, 4). In the same 
site, at grave 42, a detached sword with a 77 cm 
long blade and a 13 cm long hilt (Vaday/Domboróczki 
2001, 24, fig. 36: 2), to which a ‘magical bead also 
belonged’ (Vaday/Domboróczki 2001, 23, 24, fig. 37) 
was also placed to the left of the body. in grave 
58, the sword was placed on the left of the body, 
partly on his arm, partly on his thigh, its 8 cm long 
broken tang remained, and only a 59 cm long piece 
of the blade was preserved (Vaday/Domboróczki 
2001, 14 – 25, fig. 42: 1). Tiszavalk (Hungary) is also 

located inside the entrenchment. here in grave 6 
a long sword was laid on the left of the dead. the 
scabbard and hilt cover were made of wood. the 
hilt of the ritually bent and broken sword30 is 6 cm 
long, the length of the blade is 68.7 cm, the width is 
5.2 cm (Garam/Vaday 1990, 182, 188, fig. 10: 1; 11: 12). 
A so-called ‘magical bead’ hung from both the 
Mezőszemere and the Tiszavalk swords. Outside 
the roman entrenchment, already in the germanic 
settlement area at Tiszadob Sziget (Hungary), in 
the grave 34, on the left side of the body a long 
sword with a fuller and an iron chape was laid, 
which is more common among the germans and 
less common among the sarmatians (Istvánovits 
1993, 110, fig. 16: 4).31

it is also clear from the listed swords that in 
the provinces of the roman empire the form of 
weapons was influenced partly by the weapons 
of the celtic and germanic autochthon popula-
tion, and partly by the weapons of the germans, 
Sarmatians and other settled Barbarians living in 
the neighbourhood provinces. The fighting and 
fencing techniques of different ethnic groups could 
also influence the shape and size of swords. By the 
late imperial era, celtic elements had already been 
incorporated and became roman, but germanic 
features were constantly present. in addition to 
these, the Eastern, Persian influence may also be 
taken into account regarding late roman spathae. 

30 Damage to the weapon was not a custom among the romans, but it was a common phenomenon in both late la tène and 
germanic cremation graves.

31 Fig. 16: 1 depicts a central fuller in a section, but on the other side of the very rusty weapon, it is not visible.
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