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A new type of A LA tène rein guide ring  
from VendoLí (SVitAV y diStrict) And itS importAnce  

in A regionAL And SuprA-regionAL context

t o m á š  m a n g e l  –  D a v i D  v í c h

The article presents the find of a La Tène rein guide ring from Vendolí, Svitavy district. Morphological-typological analysis 
has shown that it was a so far unknown type dating to LTD1. From a regional point of view, the find complements the 
mosaic consisting of other, so far scarce La Tène artefacts discovered in the Svitavy region and along with them, it testi-
fies to the existence of a communication corridor connecting permanently settled areas in eastern Bohemia and Moravia. 
In a supra-regional context, it represents a new hybrid form, combining features of certain western and eastern types of 
rein guide rings which constituted a functional and at the same time representative part of horse harness. Along with 
some similarly shaped finds, it represents a specific central European variant of these remarkable artefacts associated 
with the world of late La Tène social elites.
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introDuction

Issues associated with horses and wagons have 
been the focus of intensive interest for a long time, 
especially in the context of cultural manifesta-
tions of the Hallstatt period. Over recent years, 
the above-mentioned topics have frequently also 
been addressed in connection with the La Tène 
period (e.g. Mírová 2019; 2020; Pieta 2008, 236 – 243; 
Schönfelder 2002, 131 – 327). One such topic are ques-
tions associated with the appearance and meaning 
of harness for draught animals. Evidence for it in 
archaeological sources is very scarce and, in most 
cases, it is represented by rein guide rings which 
were part of a wooden yoke. The importance of rein 
guide rings can be seen on two levels. Their practical 
function was to guide the rein guides and prevent 
them from becoming tangled (Schönfelder 2002, 224). 
On the other hand, such lavishly decorated and, in 
most cases strongly typified specimens also had 
a symbolic function. In this sense, it is possible to 
perceive La Tène rein guide rings as a materialized 
expression of the social identity of wagon owners 
who belonged to privileged social classes (Mangel/
Jošková/Krásný 2019, 41, 42).

Evidence for the existence of rein guide rings 
in Central Europe had until recently been very 
scarce, however, over recent years, mostly due to 
the intensive use of metal detectors in archaeology, 
their numbers have increased (summed up, e.g. in 
Čambal 2016, 128; Mangel/Jošková/Krásný 2019; Mírová 
2019, 105 – 107, fig. 38; Pieta 2008, 237 – 239, 309, fig. 113; 

Schönfelder 2002, 224 – 244, fig. 138 – 152; pl. 30 – 40; on 
new findings from Bohemia and Moravia: Mangel 
2020, footnote 1). One of the very recent finds of this 
type is a rein guide ring found at Vendolí, Svitavy 
district (Czech Republic). This find not only extends 
the number of known rein guide rings, but it also 
enriches the range of known types, as it is an until 
now unknown shape. thus, it allows us to open 
discussion about the typological development and 
importance of rein guide rings for our understand-
ing of the late La Tène period.

THE FIND SPOT  
AND FIND CIRCuMSTANCES

The find was made with a metal detector by 
Tomáš Lusk, a collaborator of the Regional Museum 
in Vysoké Mýto on September 3rd, 2020. The finder 
immediately informed the museum’s archaeological 
department. Thus, the find circumstances could be 
checked out by an archaeologist on the very same 
day, immediately after the discovery. The rein guide 
ring was found in the cadastral area of Vendolí, Svi-
tavy district, at the location of ‘Žlaby’, which is situ-
ated ca 1900 m north from the centre of the village, at 
the southwestern edge of the Javornický ridge (Fig. 1; 
WGS84 coordinates: 49.756472° N; 16.410286° E). The 
find spot is located on a densely forested slope with 
an inclination of 24°, at 513 m a.s.l. No other artefacts 
were found in the surroundings, despite repeated 
metal detector surveys.
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Description  
AND TyPOLOGICAL-MORPHOLOGICAL 

ANALySIS OF THE ARTEFACT

The object is a cast bronze rein guide ring (Fig. 2) 
whose body contains a wide kidney-shaped eyelet 
in the upper part. The ends of the eyelet’s body 
resembling volutes are attached to a prominent 
central bar so that two little hooks protrude from it 
towards the centre. In the downward direction, the 
central bar changes into a swollen neck decorated 
with a prominent bulge which is linked to a roughly 
square, arched fixing plate. On the bottom side of the 
plate, there is placed a round loop which originally 
served for attaching the ring to the base. The central 
part of the fixing plate is on both sides decorated 
with pairs of wedge-shaped thin embedded lines 
with centrally placed concentric circles. The total 
height of the object is 94 mm (87 mm without the 
loop), the dimensions of the fixing plate are 30 × 
35 mm and its thickness ranges between 3 – 4 mm. 
The outer dimensions of the kidney-shaped eyelet 
are 80 × 58 mm, while its inner width is 57 mm. The 
object weights 230 g. The surface parts of the object 
do not show any signs of wear, and except a minor 
bent in the attaching loop, no signs of mechanical 
damage are visible. 

It is beyond doubt that the Vendolí find is 
a La Tène rein guide ring. This assumption is 
based on its general design and decoration. Certain 
problems are naturally connected with its clas-

sification, as there is no exact analogy for it among 
known finds. It is also not possible to ascribe it to 
any of the previously defined types (cf. Schönfelder 
2002, 224 – 244). The wide, kidney-shaped eyelet 
with clearly separated ends decidedly points to the 
eastern La Tène Orešac type.1 From the viewpoint 
of classification, the hook-shaped ends of the eyelet 
also seem to be of great importance. An object with 
an indication of a similar termination was found 
at the Dacian site of Piatra Roşie in Romania – it is 
actually an Orešac type rein guide ring (Rustoiu/
Ferencz 2002, 231, fig. 1: 6). Another artefact whose 
fixing plate bears very similar decoration consisting 

Fig. 1. Vendolí, Svitavy distr. The find spot of the rein guide ring is marked with a circle. Base map: ČÚZK.

Fig. 2. Vendolí, Svitavy distr. Bronze rein guide ring (photo 
by t. mangel).

1 Characteristic features of Orešac type rein guide rings are a wide, kidney-shaped eyelet whose ends are distinctly separated 
by a relatively narrow neck, and a fixing plate which is decorated with embossed ribs on the sides (Schönfelder 2002, 236, 
fig. 145).
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of embedded concentric circles and wedge-shaped 
lines comes from the Carpathian Basin, from the 
site of Divici in Romania (Rustoiu/Ferencz 2002, 231, 
fig. 1: 7). On the other hand, the find in question 
differs from the Orešac type by the absence of 
characteristic ribs on both sides of the fixing plate 
and by the presence of an elongated central neck 
with a knob-shaped end which represents a sort of 
central bar. The presence of such a bar, as well as the 
character of the fixing plate and the overall propor-
tions of the find point towards Hoppstädten type 
rings which are widespread in western and central 
Europe. Moreover, a specific variant of Hoppstädten 
type rein guide rings features hook-shaped projec-
tions coming out of the central bar (Mírová 2019, 
107, pl. 58: 1). The assignment of the Vendolí find 
to this type is unfortunately impossible due to the 
different shape of the eyelet, as well as the way of 
attachment of the central bar to its body.2 Therefore, 
it seems reasonable to classify similar finds, where 
the eyelet’s body is interrupted and its volute shaped 
ends are attached to the center bar on the sides, as 
the Vendolí type. The use of this hybrid form can 
be, probably similarly to both the abovementioned 
types, sought in the LTD stage (cf. Mírová 2019, 149, 
fig. 59). With regard to the fact that the La Tène cul-

ture gradually died away in Bohemia and Moravia 
around the half of 1th c. BC, this dating can be, such 
as in the case of other similar finds, narrowed down 
to the earlier part of the above stage, i.e. to LTD1 
(Mangel/Jošková/Krásný 2019).3 

Discussion

The contribution of the discovery of the Vendolí 
rein guide ring can be seen both in a regional and 
supra-regional context. It was made in the east-
ern hilly part of the Svitavy upland (Svitavská 
pahorkatina; Demek/Mackovčin 2006, 433), which 
is an archaeologically poor territory. This space 
actually makes up a contrasting transition between 
intensively settled areas in Bohemia in the west 
and in Moravia in the east (cf. Danielisová et al. 
2018, fig. 37). until recently no convincing evidence 
for any La Tène period activities had been known 
from there. Sporadic references in earlier literature 
are usually associated with finds and informa-
tion which can be considered dubious.4 however, 
the above situation is gradually changing to the 
better. Thanks to metal detectors surveys in the 
Svitavy region over the last decade, it has been 

2 The Hoppstädten type features a prominent closed circular eyelet and a central bar whose bottom saddle-shaped end is 
soldered to the eyelet. The eyelet is connected to the fixing plate, which is usually decorated with triangles, by a relatively 
thin neck (Schönfelder 2002, 239, 240, fig. 149).

3 The applied chronological concept for the end of the La Tène culture is based on the so-called south German chronology 
which presumes the decline of Bavarian, Bohemian and Moravian oppida during the LTD1b subphase (Fischer 1988; Wald-
hauser 1983).

4 These include: 1. an ambiguous mention of La Tène cremation graves(?) from Bělá nad Svitavou (Filip 1956, 392) which is 
probably linked to also ambiguously dated finds of pottery and iron tools known from the nearby village of Brněnec (Czerny 
1907, 33, 34; Richter 1955, 142); 2. an alleged discovery of Celtic coins at Květná which was most probably a misunderstand-
ing – the find has a connection with the so-called hoard from Plumlov and the misunderstanding stems from similar German 
eponyms (Květná/Blumenau and Plumlov/Plumenau/ Mährisch Blumenau: Skutil 1934, 16, footnote 15; 1947 – 1948, footnote 
30); 3. a La Tène potsherd deposited without additional information about the find circumstances and find spot in the collec-
tion of the village school at Moravská Chrastová (Skutil 1947 – 1948, footnote 30); 4. a disc secondarily ground from a ceramic 
fragment which is deposited in the collection of the Municipal Museum and Gallery in Polička (inventory no. H1121) – unfor-
tunately, no details about the find circumstances and find spot are available.

Fig. 3. La Tène finds from the Svitavy region. 1 – Čistá-Brlenka (Vích 2014, fig. 4: 7); 2 – Křenov (Vích 2017, fig. 18); 3 – Ven-
dolí (Militký 2018, pl. 18: 65/1); 4 – Bělá nad Svitavou (photo by T. Mangel). Scale: a – 2; b – 1, 3, 4.
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possible to register a small, but still important col-
lection of artefacts dating back to late stages of the 
La Tène period. The earliest evidence for La Tène 
activities is a fragment of a bronze chain from 
Bělá nad Svitavou (Fig. 3: 4; 4: 1)5 which probably 
originally formed part of a chain belt. The above 
artefact is only fragmentarily preserved, but it can 
most likely be attributed to the Gk-E1B group of 
bronze chain belts which chronologically belong 
to LTB2/C1 – LTC1 (Bujna 2011, 87 – 89, 137, fig. 36; 
59). yet another La Tène find was also made in 
the cadastral area of Vendolí (Fig. 4: 4), just like 
the rein guide ring (Fig. 4: 5). It is a gold 1/8 stater 
of the Athena Alkidemos type (Fig. 3: 3) which 
is a typical Celtic coin minted in the area of so-
called corridor of the Amber road between Silesia 
and lower austria in ltc2 (Militký 2018, 285, 286, 
357, pl. 18: 65/1). Near the village of Čistá-Brlenka, 
there was found a bronze so-called Knotenring (Fig. 
3: 1; 4: 2; Vích 2014, 120, 126, 127, fig. 4: 7; 7) which 
can most probably be dated to LTC2 – D1 (Dębiec/
Karwowski 2016). A so-called Kronenhalsring found 
at Křenov is also dated to the La Tène period (Fig. 
3: 2; 4: 3; Vích 2017, 644, 658, fig. 18). It is a foreign 

object originating from Jutland and the northern 
German zone of the Jastorf culture. Although finds 
of this ring-jewellery are practically unknown in 
the La Tène territory (except for pieces found at 
Nowa Cerekwia and Němčice nad Hanou: Rudnicki 
2014, 428), based on northern analogies, dating of 
the Kronenhalsring from Křenov to the period of 
LTC – D1 is unquestionable (Adler 2003, 274; Brandt 
2001, 99, 100).

 All these finds are isolated so they do not prove 
the existence of any permanent agrarian settle-
ment in the local landscape. The type of landscape 
which is characteristic of the eastern part of the 
Svitavy upland, was usually not very attractive 
for agriculture during the La Tène period (Holbová 
2019; Venclová 2008, 23 – 28). An explanation for the 
presence of such finds therefore has to be sought in 
other areas of human activities, even though such 
a quest is quite complicated due to the nature of 
find circumstances. They do not enable us to reach 
an unequivocal decision whether these objects 
were unintentionally lost or intentionally buried in 
earth, as it is presumed e.g. in the case of isolated 
La Tène finds from the Bavarian-Bohemian border 

5 The unpublished find of part of a belt was made by Milan Klačanský, a collaborator of the Regional Museum in Vysoké Mýto. 
With the exception of a Knotenring from Čistá-Brlenka which is kept in a private collection, all the other finds including the 
rein guide ring from Vendolí are the property of the Pardubice Region and are registered in the collections of the Regional 
museum in litomyšl.

Fig. 4. La Tène finds from Svitavy region in the context of LTC – D1 settlement in Bohemia and Moravia. 1 – Bělá nad Svita-
vou; 2 – Čistá-Brlenka; 3 – Křenov; 4, 5 – Vendolí (base map after Danielisová et al. 2018, fig. 37; modified and complemented).
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region (Řezáč/John 2019, 115). However, certain clues 
are available thanks to the spatial distribution of 
such finds (Fig. 4). On this basis, it is possible to 
consider their links, either direct or indirect, to 
a long-distance communication corridor connecting 
permanently settled areas in eastern Bohemia with 
populations living in southern and central Moravia. 
The existence of an alternative to such a corridor is 
also supposed, e.g. by J. Martínek and M. Golec for 
the Hallstatt period (Martínek/Golec 2020, 47, fig. 5). 
For the La Tène period, some kind of connection 
between these two regions is indirectly indicated 
by imports known from both sides of the imaginary 
border during LTB2 at the latest (e.g. Mangel/Jošková 
2019). On the Bohemian side, evidence for La Tène 
settlement nearest to Vendolí (if we do not consider 
isolated finds) can be found at Tisová; a small ce-
ramic collection dated with caution to the La Tène 
period is also known from Nedošín, ca 18 km away 
in the northeast direction (Vích 2003, 311, fig. 2: 9 – 11; 
pl. 3: 5, 6, 11 – 20). On the Moravian side, this is 
represented by several sites ca 25 km away in the 
northern part of the Boskovice Graben (Vích 2003, 
313 – 317, fig. 3; pl. 5 – 16; 2017). 

In order to fully understand the importance of 
the rein guide ring from Vendolí, it is necessary to 
look beyond the borders of Bohemia and Moravia 
and examine it in a broader context. As already 
mentioned, a noticeable feature of this type are 
its hook-shaped ends attaching to the sides of 
the central bar. In this respect, the find is not so 

unique. A similar design which is nevertheless 
undoubtedly derived from the Hoppstädten type 
was pointed out by Z. Mírová (2019, 107, pl. 58: 1) in 
context of a specimen from the oppidum of Malé 
Hradisko (Fig. 5: 1). She proposed to call this new 
shape the malé hradisko variant. another, until 
now unpublished, specimen belonging to this 
variant was identified among a collection of finds 
from the south Bohemian oppidum of Třísov (Fig. 
5: 2).6 Although the Vendolí ring distinctly differs 
from these finds in basic features (the shape of the 
eyelet, the way of attachment of the bar), certain 
partial similarities with the malé hradisko vari-
ant are apparent. All these cases have in common 
the existence of a central bar with hooks. In the 
current state of knowledge, the group of ‘hooked’ 
rein guide rings seems to be limited in number 
and its importance will have to be defined in the 
future. Despite this, the established facts allow us 
to form at least one hypothesis. All so far known 
finds of rein guide rings come from the territory 
of Bohemia and Moravia. These are areas where 
interactions (although of varying intensity) with 
both western and eastern La Tène zones took 
place. This phenomenon is apparent, for instance, 
from the directions from which Mediterranean 
imports reached these areas (Kysela 2014), from 
the composition of some coin assemblages (Militký 
2015, 115 – 153), as well as from other categories of 
artefacts (e.g. Čižmář/Čižmářová/Meduna 2018, 40, 
41; Dizdar 2015; 2020; Pierrevelcin 2012). In the case 

6 The find is deposited in the South Bohemian Museum in České Budějovice under the inventory number A33867. The authors 
thank to D. Daněček for the information about this find, to J. Militký for permission to work with it and to P. Zavřel for pro-
viding it to them for analysis.

Fig. 5. Hoppstädten type rein guide rings, Malé Hradisko variant. 1 – Malé Hradisko, Prostějov distr. (Mírová 2019,  
pl. 58: 1a); 2 – Třísov, Český Krumlov distr. (drawing T. Kolegar and T. Jošková).
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of rein guide rings, this is also revealed by the dis-
tribution areas of western and eastern types. They 
seem to overlap in the area between the Ohře River 
and the váh river (Mangel/Jošková/Krásný 2019, 40, 
41, fig. 6). This fact can be demonstrated on the 
example of the distribution of the Hoppstädten 
and Orešac types (Fig. 6), while the ‘hooked’ rings 
show partial but convincing relations to these. 
Moreover, the shape specifics of both types meet in 
the appearance of the Vendolí rein guide ring. The 
rein guide rings of the Vendolí type and the Malé 
Hradisko variant most likely represent specific 
central European forms of these artefacts which are 
a result of influences from areas further west and 
east. In a social context, they can be understood 
as one of the specific manifestations of identity of 
central European elites of the late La Tène period. 

conclusion

The rein guide ring from Vendolí was recovered 
in the Bohemian and Moravian border region, 
from where only a few isolated La Tène finds are 
known. however, our knowledge about the dis-

tribution of finds is changing and the amount of 
evidence testifying to use of this landscape during 
the La Tène period is gradually increasing. These 
activities, taking place in later stages of the above 
period, are most probably related to use of com-
munication arteries connecting communities set-
tled along the Moravian and east Bohemian parts 
of the imaginary border. The existence of such 
a connection is also indicated by finds of imports 
known from both areas. 

The Vendolí find represents a so far unknown 
form of rein guide rings which in itself combines the 
properties of western and eastern types of this part 
of horse harness. It was these shape specifics that 
allowed us to define a new type of rein guide rings 
designated as the Vendolí type. Its use can most 
probably be dated to LTD1. Viewed from a broader 
perspective, the discussed object expands a scanty 
group of rein guide rings, which have in common 
the presence of a central bar with side hooks. Rein 
guide rings bearing these formal features seem 
to be specific central European shapes of these 
functional decorations and symbolic items which 
are a manifestation from the world of high social 
classes of La Tène society.

Fig. 6. Finds of rein guide rings with a central bar and inner hooks (Hoppstädten type, Malé Hradisko variant, and 
Vendolí type) in the context of distribution of the Hoppstädten and Orešac types. 1 – Malé Hradisko, Prostějov distr.; 
2 – Třísov, Český Krumlov distr.; 3 – Vendolí, Svitavy distr. Legend: a – Hoppstädten type; b – Hoppstädten type, Malé 

Hradisko variant; c – Orešac type; d – Vendolí type (compiled by T. Mangel).
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