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EARLY ROMAN PERIOD BURIALS OF PUCHOV CULTURE:
BURIED NATIVES OR OFFERED FOREIGNERS?!

KAROL PIETA

The study presents and analyses materials from two hillforts located in North-Western Slovakia, where the Early Roman
Age skeletal graves were discovered. At that time, Ptichov culture hillforts disappeared abruptly. Significant changes
in ethnical composition as well as in power structure led to the modification of settlement structure in the Western
Carpathians. Numerous pieces of weaponry, inventories and hoards show that both hillforts analysed in this paper
were destroyed in the first decades of the Current Era. Inventories of graves containing Noric-Pannonian attire can be
attributed to the same period. So far, we do not know any cemeteries or graves of members of the culture dated back
to the younger La Téne and Early Roman Periods. There are only sacrificial sites with dominating cremation rituals.
Female burials found on the slopes below the fortifications in Bytca-Hrabové and in MikuSovce belong — together with
the older finds from Pachov - to unique finds attributed to the culture. Judging by the position of the deceased and
detected fatal injuries, we can assume that these burials reflect some previously unknown ritual practices. The ques-
tion of whether the deceased were members of the local culture or rather new colonisers — presumably coming from the
Noricum milieu — will be answered by prepared DNA and Isotope analyses.
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INTRODUCTION

The development of burial customs in Western
Carpathians in the early historic times has several
specific features distinguishing it from surrounding
lowland areas. Older native populations, tradition-
ally living in this area at the end of Antiquity, cre-
mated their dead and buried them in a relatively
large graveyards, best known from central parts of
the region inhabited by a very specific Orava group.
In the western or south-western regions of the
Middle Vah valley and Turiec with single cremation
burials, the situation is different (Benedikovd 2017).
Burial customs of the local settlers throughout the
La Téne Period in the entire Western Carpathian
region remain unknown. Human remains related
to that period are known only as single bones
found in settlement layers or at sacrificial sites that
started to appear at the end of the older part of the
Middle La Tene Period (Pieta 2010, 317-324; 2018).
The discovery of skeletal graves at Late La Tene
fortifications belonging to the Pachov culture in
the Middle Vah valley was not only surprising but
served also as an impulse to re-evaluate funeral
habits as well as cultural and ethnic conditions at
the turn of the La Tene and Roman Periods in this
region. Research in Bytca-Hrabové and MikuSovce
opened a new perspective on this issue and led

to the revision of previous findings. The author
is aware that there exists a terminological confu-
sion and it is uncertain how should we refer to
the deceased with traces of fatal injuries buried in
standard attire but on an extraordinary site. Are
these graves? Burials? Sacrifice?

BYTCA-HRABOVE

The Hlavina rock crest (575 m) is located nearby
Hrabové village (Bytca-Hrabové, district Bytca), in
the protected landscape area named Stlov Rocks
(Fig. 1). The rocky hill is oriented north-south with
a steep slope on the eastern side. In the west, it rises
sharply but after reaching the height of the rock, the
terrain passes into a milder slope. In the west, north
and partially also in the east, we can notice rock ter-
races. The view of the site, covered by young beech
forest, is dominated by two rock peaks crowning
the north-south oriented rock crest passing toward
the Brada hill (816 m; Fig. 2; 3: 1). From the saddle,
south from the Hlboké village, there is an old road
that could even be used as an original access route.
The peak belongs to Strazov Mountains Protected
Landscape Area and is covered with the fifth
(highest) degree of the nature protection. The earth
fortification is relatively hardly visible. In the south,

1 This paper was supported by the Project APVV-14-0842 ‘Central Europe between the Celtic Oppida and the Ancient Slavic
Centres of Power’ and by Project VEGA 2-0001/18 ‘Slovakia and the Middle Danube Region: development from the Early

history to the Early Middle Ages’.
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Fig. 1. Bytca-Hrabové. 1 — Benchmark location 575 m (Hlavina).
Source: Ortofotomapa Eurosense, s. r. 0. 2006.

Fig. 2. Bytc¢a-Hrabové. Plan of the Hlavina hillfort with marked locations of the double grave and
hoards 1 and 2.
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Fig. 3. Byt¢a-Hrabové. 1 — view of the Hlavina hillfort from the west, the rampart in the forehead; 2 — south-western part
of the hillfort — view from the north-west, location of the grave in the background.
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Fig. 4. Bytéa-Hrabové. 1 - cleaning the grave; 2 — view of the double grave from the north; 3 —skeleton 1 (in the back) and
skeleton 2 (in the forehead), view from the east.
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it joins with the rock massive and protects mainly
the easily accessible west and north side of the hill
with the assume entrance to the hillfort.

On October 22, 2008 the treasure hunters dis-
covered human bones at the Hlavina hillfort and
then reported the find directly to employees of the
Institute of Archaeology SAS. The very next day
the archaeologists started the survey. During the
site inspection, in a spot where the soil was shifted
below the rampart, they found human remains
covered with dug soil. On an area of 200 x 150 cm,
they revealed remains of two skeletons laid close
to each other in the original layout. During three-
day excavations together with the team (P. Cerven,
S. Hritz, M. Jakubcinova, L. Nezvalova, B. Sebesta,
T. Vanglova), we managed to uncover and document
both skeletons. Based on the fact that both skeletons
were deposited at the same depth, similar aligned
and also equipped with common artefacts (a vessel
and a spindle whorl) we can conclude that it was
a double grave. During the next research works in
2009 and 2010 in cooperation with authorities of Re-
gional Monuments Board and Protected landscape
area we found that the site was frequently damaged
by amateur surveys. So far, only brief information

l 7a
.. Ba

{7 @
s 5N
f10a-292 54 3a a Q
g S5a, Ba

= 3

—T———=}

0 50 cm

[J-a -b

Fig. 5. Bytca-Hrabové. Skeletons 1 and 2. Legende: a -
stones; b — spots compromised before the survey. The
numbering is consistent with item numbers on Fig. 6 and 7.

was published about the find (Pieta 2010, 316, F40)
as well as a short anthropological analysis of the
skeletons (Jakab 2011).

Both skeletons, with their heads oriented to the
south, were found in the western part of the forti-
fication directly in a pile of soil from the rampart
destruction (Fig. 2; 3: 2). Skeleton 1 was found on
the eastern side, oriented towards the slope, 50 cm
below the surface. The left side of skeleton 2 was
placed just under the soil surface (Fig. 4: 2). Amateur
explorers partly damaged the head, shoulders and
lefthand of skeleton 1 and neck as well as shoulders
of skeleton 2 — that is the spots where signals from
metal detectors are most likely (Fig. 5). Parts of the
burial inventory (necklace, hooked belt clasp) as
well as smaller, not fully bronze items (fragments
of mirrors) were left on the spot. Traces of rust or
patina allowed us to determine the original position
of the artefacts in the grave. Collected bronze adorn-
ments were later returned (anonymously, through
a third person) and the entire burial inventory was
restored to its original condition.

The grave backfill contained loose dark brown
soil with larger stones from the limestone bedrock,
small pottery sherds and fine charcoal pieces. Long
bones were relatively well-preserved. Flat bones,
however, such as scapulae and pelvic bones, dis-
integrated. Skeleton 2, placed just below the soil
surface, was in a worse condition.

Skeleton 1

The skeleton laid on its back in an outstretched
position with legs placed parallel. The right arm was
placed along the body, the left one was displaced
by the amateur explores, similarly as the left shoul-
der and the head. The space behind the head was
disturbed. The skull was also displaced, its parts,
however, were in the correct layout. The head laid
on its left side, closer to the left shoulder. On the
eastern side, the body was lined with two large
flat limestone stones that under the pressure of the
soil on the slope felt on the right arm and the right
femur. According to the anthropological analysis,
the skeleton belonged to a 30—40-years old female.
The skeleton was gracile and short (152 cm), with
poorly developed muscles. The forehead, left tempo-
ral bone as well as the area of the coronal structure
bear traces of strong perimortem blows made with
a blunt instrument (Jakab 2011, 117).

The inventory (Fig. 6)

We have found components of equipment in
the original position on the right side of the body
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Fig. 6. Byt¢a-Hrabové. Inventory found by skeleton 1 (on Fig. 5 marked as ‘a’). 1 —iron stick and a tin wire; 2—-29 —bronze.

protected by the stones lining the grave. The front e A bronze fibula A 67 was placed on the right

part of the belt decorated with fittings and rivets was collarbone with its foot oriented upward. It has
partly damaged, while the right and the back parts a straight foot with a small flat knot and a catch-
found at greater depth were well-preserved. The plate with two rectangular and one round open-

clasp was found on the right side of the body, just ing, 63 mm long (Fig. 5: 9a; 6: 8).
over the pelvicbone. The belt was rimed witharow e A fragment of a bronze ring on the right-hand

of rivets. The rivets found below the clasp most phalanx (Fig. 5: 4a; 6: 6).
likely decorated a strap passing through the clasp. ® A two-part bronze belt clasp of the Garbsch
The following artefacts were found in the original G2c type with a double hook and double-sided,

position: with rings decorated and with rivets linked sup-
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porting plaques of the Garbsch B7 type (Fig.5:
10a—29a; 6: 284d).

e Three bronze boat-shaped fittings with two ri-
vets and their other fragments (Fig. 5: 10a—29a;
6: 25-27).

e 15 bronze rivets, 15-16 mm in diameter (Fig. 5:
10a—29a; 6: 10-24).

® 16 bronze rivets, 6 mm in diameter (Fig. 5:
10a-29a; 6: 29a—p).

Dislocated but found on the site artefacts from
around the head, the left shoulder and the space
behind the head:
® Anironoval openneck ring made of an iron stick

entwisted at the ends with a tin wire containing

also lead (4,13 %) and copper (1,59 %). The wire
decoration preserved only partially and in some
spots, there are visible only imprints of the wire
on the iron. Dimensions: 140 x 130 mm, diameter

5 mm (Fig. 5: 1a; 6: 1).
® A bronze fibula A 67 with a straight foot with

a small flat knot at the end and a catch plate with

three rectangular openings, 65 mm long (Fig.

5: 8a; 6: 9).

e A white bronze mirror, round and convex, dia-

meter 95 mm (Fig. 5: 7a; 6: 7).

e Fragments of a bronze openwork belt plaque with
rivets (Fig. 6: 28a—c).

Dislocated items, most likely from the area
around the missing left arm:

e A small bronze ring (Fig. 5: 6a; 6: 4).

® One damaged and two complete bronze finger
rings made of wire with one end forming a rose-
like coil and the other wrapped around the ring
(Fig. 5: 2a, 3a, 5a; 6: 2, 3, 5).

Traces of organic materials on bronze parts
of the belt were analysed (textile analysis by
T. Stolcovi 2011). There were traces of some or-
ganic material on the bottom parts of numerous
rivets. Probably the material was leather, however,
we were unable to determine its type precisely.
Bronze patina covering one of the rivets contained
a fragment of linen/hempen textile made in linen
weave.

Skeleton 2

The skeleton laid on its back in the outstretched
position. Legs — from the knees downwards —
were placed parallel. The left hip together with
the femur was slightly displaced down the slope
— probably due to erosion or pressure exerted
by roots. The femur was broken, but the injury

was original and was not related to the amateur
exploration of the site. The upper part of the
body was slightly arched towards the slope. The
skull - damaged by the mass of soil — was placed
on its left side in the original position. Behind
the head, there we a larger flat stone. The space
behind the head and around both shoulder was
distorted. Traced of patina indicated spots where
taken and then returned artefacts. Fragments
of the right arm and of the right shoulder were
missing. The space behind the head there was
a mirror 2 which, however, preserved only par-
tially. The pelvis bones were crushed but intact in
the original position. The right arm was slightly
bent and the hand with preserved fingers was
placed on the womb, where also a hooked clasp
was found. Between the heads, there was a small
broken vessel and closer to the skeleton 2 chest,
we have found a spindle whorl.

Skeleton 2 belonged to a 20—-30-years old female.
The skeleton was gracile and about 155 cm tall, with
poorly developed muscles.

Numerous skull bones, the mandible and
primarily the forehead bone bear traces of peri-
mortem injuries — undoubtedly strikes made with
a sharp instrument, probably an axe (Jakab 2011,
117, 118).

The inventory (Fig. 7)

The following artefacts were found in the original

position close to skeleton 2:

* A clay bowl with a rim wrapped to the inside,
rounded belly in the upper part and slightly
spaced bottom. Its polished surface was black.
It was 69 mm high. The bottom diameter was
60 mm while the rim diameter was 97 mm (Fig.
5: 5b; 7: 5).

* The spindle whorl made of a graphite pottery
sherd and decorated with vertical grooves. Dia-
meter 37 mm (Fig. 5: 6b; 7: 6).

* An iron hooked clasp with an oval frame and
rectangular in cross-section, 53 mm long and
33 mm wide (Fig. 5: 3b; 7: 3).

Dislocated artefacts from the distorted space
behind the head and around both shoulders:

* A bronze fibula of the A 67 type with a straight
foot and a flat knot and a rectangular openwork
bow, 74 mm long (Fig. 5: 1b; 7: 1).

* A bronze fibula of the A 67 type, with a straight
foot, profiled knot and a rectangular openwork
catch plate, 78 mm long (Fig. 5: 2b; 7: 2)

* A white bronze mirror, round and convex, par-
tially preserved. Diameter 71 mm (Fig. 5: 4b;
7:4).
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Fig. 7. Bytéa-Hrabové. 1-4 — inventory found by skeleton 2 (on Fig. 5 marked as ‘b’); 5, 6 — Artefacts deposited between
the skeletons 1 and 2. 1, 2, 4 — bronze; 3 — iron; 5, 6 — pottery.
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Fig. 8. Bytca-Hrabové. Hoard 1. All items made of iron. Scale:a-1;b -2, 3.

Other finds from the hillfort Bytca-Hrabové,
Hlavina

During 2008-2010 activities we performed
measurements and surveys which resulted in the
discovery of numerous metal artefacts, iron slag,
a fragment of a rotary quern, animal bones and
pottery. In numerous places, we have also found
pebbles. The hillfort, as well as the slopes sur-
rounding it, abounded in arrowheads. During the
research, we documented the location and content
of two small hoards uncovered by the amateur
explorers.

Hoard 1

e Hoard was found in the northern part of the site,
30 cm below the surface. It contained two iron
ploughs and three axes (Pieta 2010, 338). Both
ploughshares and one axe were handed over to
the Institute of Archaeology SAS.

e Axe with a narrow, fan-like blade and an open
socket rectangular in the intersection. The blade
was 216 mm long and 154 mm wide (Fig. 8: 1).

e Ploughshare with a wide, slightly deflected,
triangle leaf-like body with traces of damages
on the blade. The fastening part with long, side
lobes was oval. The ploughshare is 272 mm long
and 170 mm wide (Fig. 8: 2).

e Ploughshare with a short leaf-like body and
a clearly visible centreline. It shows traces of
long-term use. The long fastening loop conically
narrows along the longer axis. It was 236 mm
long (Fig. 8: 3).

Hoard 2

Hoard had been found on the steep southern
slope by an anonymous explorer and then returned
to the Tren¢in Museum (Fig. 9). The collection
included a buckle, two belt fittings, a strap-end,
a bronze and an iron stick (a strike-a-light and
an awl) and two drinking horn fittings. On the
site, the author of the paper detected an amateur
trench about 100 x 100 cm, were during the further
investigation a suspending bronze ring (Fig. 9: 6)
undoubtedly belonging to the hoard has been
found. Traces of bronze patina found in several
places of the trench confirmed that this was the
original location of the hoard. However, due to
the circumstances of the discovery, it remains
uncertain whether the recovered collection is com-
plete. Based on the ornaments (circular decorative
punching, plastic, structured ribs) on four found
items, all the artefacts undoubtedly formed one
set of metal belt decorations. The current state
of the artefacts suggests that the set contained
a buckle, a loop, a strap-end and two suspending
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Fig. 9. Byt¢a-Hrabové. Hoard 2 — belt elements. 1-8 — bronze; 9 — iron and bronze (the ring). Scale: a - 1-3, 5-9; b — 4.
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rings. The strike-a-light and the awl were fastened

on the belt and the traces of rust indicate that the

two hung side by side. The set contained also two
drinking horns.

e The eight-shaped bronze buckle (type U) was
decorated with engraved and hammered plastic
ornament. A long, characteristically bent frame
with an omega-like fitting as well as a pin with
a hinge axis were rectangular in the intersection.
The plate was fastened to a leather belt with three
clusters of three rivets. It was 178 mm long (Fig.
9: 4).

e The strap-end was circular in the intersection
with a round tip and a triangular fastening
plaque with one rivet. Its surface was decorated
with fine round stamps. 45 mm long (Fig. 9: 7).

e The bronze suspending ring decorated with
round stamps and a rectangular fastening
plaque. The ring is 17 mm in diameter (Fig.
9: 6).

e The bronze belt loop with fastening rivets at
both tips. Slightly deformed. 34 mm long (Fig.
9: 2).

® The bronze fastener with a fastening plaque, two
rivets and a suspending ring with a rivet. 27 mm
long (Fig. 9: 5).

e The bronze pointed stick (an awl? a toothpick?).
It rectangular base was decorated with round
stamps. There was also a cross rivet used to
fasten a handle of some organic material. The
surface was covered with iron rust. 66 mm long
(Fig. 9: 8).

* A needle-like strike-a-light, rectangular in the
intersection, with a bronze ring and an iron
clamp for fastening of organic handle. 110 mm
long (Fig. 9: 9).

e A drinking horn fitting in cylindrical form with
a semi-circular tip and a cross rivet. 23 mm long
(Fig. 9: 1).

e A drinking horn fitting in an open cylindrical
form with a semi-circular tip and a cross fasten-
ing rivet. 23 mm long (Fig. 9: 3).

Close to the site, about 1 m below the trench, we
have found 8 granite pebbles and 7 arrowheads.
All these items — forming another, intact deposit —
were found just below the surface on an area of
30 x 40 cm. Elsewhere, we have found also two iron
bracelets (Fig. 10: 13, 16).

On the hillfort, we have detected several traces
of iron processing: fragments of slag and semi-
finished products like partly processed sticks,
plates and forging semi-products (Fig. 11: 1, 3, 16).
Two fragments of iron plates from which arrow-
heads were cut out belong to the most exceptional
finds (Fig. 15).

Analysis of single artefacts
Ornaments and parts of dress

The site inventory includes also complete as
well as fragments of iron and bronze brooches
that undoubtedly cover the entire period of the site
existence (Fig. 10: 1-9).

The MLT (Middle La Téne) scheme plain brooches
(Fig. 10: 1, 7) were made most often of iron wire.
Usually, they are arched, sometimes asymmetric,
with internal or external chords. Dating of the
artefacts cannot be narrowly defined. This final
effect of the long-time evolution of wire brooches
with a foot fixed to the bow was invented at the
end of the Middle La Téne Period (LTC2). However,
based on numerous contexts within the Pachov
culture, we can assume that such items were used
also at the beginning of the Roman Period. Fur-
thermore, it seems likely that such artefacts were
more frequent in the western peripheries of the
culture than in its centre (Pieta 2014, 134, 135). In
other areas, such simple wire brooches were used
until the end of the 1%t c. AD (Keller 1984, 22; Riha
1994; Gruppe 1, Typ 4).

Arched brooches with a belt-like bow (Fig. 10: 3, 5)
were very popular in the Ptchov culture, mainly in
iron variants. Usually, such fibulas had a four-fold
coil with an internal chord and plain or frame-like
fastener (Pieta 2014, 135). Such items are found in
areas settled by Celts or Dacians in the Middle Da-
nube Basin and in the Upper Tisa Basin and clearly
belong to the Late La Tene D1 stage.

Bent bow brooch in a simple iron variant with
a plain bow and a knot only indicated with a small
knot just over the curvature (Fig. 10: 4). It belongs
to standard Puchov inventories attributed to the
LTD2 stage. Such artefacts were made of wire
semi-product and imitated more complex bronze
specimens with a plastic knot and gradually arched
fastener attributed to type Almgren 18 (Demetz 1999,
116-120).

Idria type brooches dated back to the Late
La Tene D2 are represented here by one bronze
specimen (Fig. 10: 2). These were most popular in
Noricum and in the Upper Drava and Sava Basins.
From the Puchov culture, we know single, bronze
specimens closely resembling the originals (Koseca-
Nozdrovice) as well as iron imitations of those
(Folkusova-Necpaly: Pieta 2014, 135, 136).

A brooch with eyelets Almgren 45 with side in-
sets by the eyelets (Fig. 10: 6) belongs to the oldest
forms of this type of fibulae that received conside-
rable attention in the extant literature (Droberjar
1999, 61-66; Gliising 1968, 56; Kunow 1998, 100). It
belongs to the oldest phase of the Roman Period
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Fig. 10. Byt¢a-Hrabové. Fibulae and decorative artefacts from the Hlavina hillfort. 1, 4, 5, 7-9, 11, 13, 16 —iron; 2, 3, 6, 10,
12, 14, 15, 17-21 — bronze.

(Bla). This type of brooches is relatively uncommon
at North Slovak sites (MoSovce) and certainly, its
origins should be sought abroad.

Bracelets are represented by two iron open rings
with narrowed tips overlapping half of the bracelet
perimeter (Fig. 10: 13, 16). One of the artefacts is
decorated with transverse notches in the middle.
Both bracelets were found together as a small hoard.
The internal diameter of the decorated and the plain
bracelet is 78 mm and 81 mm, respectively. Bracelets
with a double coil occurred parallel with other types
of circular jewellery throughout the La Téne Period,
possibly as a continuation of the older, technically
simpler tradition (Bujna 2005, 108—110). Structurally
similar ornaments were found also in Germanic
grave inventories attributed to the older Roman
Period (Kolnik 1980, pl. XVII: 26c).

Belt from the above mentioned mass find 2 be-
longs to exceptional finds in the mountainous Slo-
vak areas. In order to date it properly, it is necessary
to focus on the eight-shaped buckle (type U; Fig.
9: 4). The buckle has analogies among well-dated
grave assemblages at numerous Barbaricum sites
(Blankenfeldt 2015; Kolnik 1977). According to the
typology proposed by R. Madyda-Legutko (1987), we
can attribute the specimen from Bytc¢a-Hrabové to
type 3, although it has some features characteristic
to type 18. U-type buckles are related to the begin-
ning of the Roman Period (Bla), however, in the
mountainous parts of Slovakia, outside the areas
settled by the Quadi, such finds are rare (Nitrianska
Blatnica — Pieta 2017, fig. 4: 2).

Mass find 2 can hardly be referred to as a hoard,
because — in fact — it is a votive composition of
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17

Fig. 11. Bytca-Hrabové. Finds from the Hlavina hillfort. 1-7, 9-19 —iron; 8 — lead and iron.

a single item, the belt. We should mention here
that depositing or ritual offering of the belt, a so-
cially praised attribute of its owner, was repeatedly
documented as a single find - either a deposit or
an element of offerings at cult sites (Cambal/Budaj
2009; Pieta 2018).

The presence of drinking horns as components
of the male belt set is confirmed by the finds of fit-
tings (fig. 9: 1, 3). These specific vessels were very
popular both in the Celtic and Germanic world

(Andrzejowski 1991; 2002; Bockius/tuczkiewicz 2004,
102-110; Droberjar 1999, 54, 55; Redlich 1977; Zeman
2017, 142-144). In the Ptchov milieu such fittings as
well as suspending chains — as confirmed by single
finds from hillforts — were used already during the
La Tene phase (Kolacno — Pieta 2010, fig. 124: 3). An
interesting find in this context is a bull-head fitting
found at the Rochovica hillfort (Zilina-Vranie — Pieta
2010, fig. 130: 9). The item represents type E with
a relatively long chronology, including the begin-
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10 cm

Fig. 12. Two- and three-prong pitchforks. 1 — Mosovce; 2 — Bytca-Hrabové; 3 — Liptovska Mara I; 4 - Weismein, grave 79;
5 — Skalka nad Vdhom.

ning of the Roman Period, and popular mainly
in Scandinavia (Andrzejowski 1991, 36-38). Only
slightly younger, a semi-globular horn fitting is
known from the site Liptovska Mara III (Pieta 1982,
pl. XVI: 4; Svihurovd 2017, 137).

Tools

At the Hlavina hill fort, a fragment of a sickle
blade (Fig. 11: 2) and three ploughshares (Fig. 8: 2,
3; 11: 19) have been found. Based on the mass finds,
ploughs with wide ploughshares were used in par-
allel with narrow, arrow-shaped types and most
likely had different application — for various types
of soil and crops. Ploughs with leaf-like ploughshare
started to appear at the end of the La Tene Period
and in the early Roman Period as a continuation
of narrow arrow-shaped types and in the Pachov
culture were relatively comon (Pieta 2010, 231, 236).
Both specimens from hoard 1 match this deve-
lopmental scheme.

A pitchfork-like tool (hooked bident). During the
surface survey, we have found an item with an open
sleeve and two massive, triangular in intersection
prongs pointing slightly to the sides (Fig. 12: 2).
Two- and three-prong pitchforks with a sleeve are
known from inventories from the Middle La Téne
Period (Urban 2006) through the Migration Period

up to the Early Middle Ages (Husdr 2014, 70, 71;
Mazuch 2003, 361) and even in the Modern Era. Ac-
cording to the iconographic sources and shapes of
the prongs, we can assume that these were used
as fishing or hunting tools. The analysis of the
Carolingian grave no. 79 in Weismain — where the
deceased was equipped with two-prong pitchfork
resembling the one from Hlavina — we can assume
that the artefact had a relatively short, 40 cm long,
handle similar to meat forks (Fig. 12: 4; Péllath
2002, 171, 172). Pitchforks (hooked bidents) with
three prongs are also known from La Téne hoards
(Griindberg — Urban 2006, 85, fig. 6). Unfortunately,
from the Slovak (La Tene) sites we knew only single
finds that cannot be dated more precisely. The site
list includes Mosovce (Fig. 12: 1), Bytc¢a-Hrabové (Fig.
12: 2), Liptovska Mara I (Fig. 12: 3), Skalska Nova
Ves-Skalka (Fig. 12: 5), Cachtice, Nimnica, Raksa.

Weaponry

Pole weapons are represented by two spear
points. Similarly, like many other Puchov hillforts,
Hlavina abounds in ‘cartridges of long-distance
weapons’ — hand- or sling-thrown pebbles and
arrowheads (Fig. 13; 14). The Institute of Archaeo-
logy SAS inventory contains 107 complete iron
arrowheads or their fragments and further eight



EARLY ROMAN PERIOD BURIALS OF PUCHOV CULTURE: BURIED NATIVES OR OFFERED FOREIGNERS? 255

B
IR

W -

Fig. 13. Bytca-Hrabové. Arrowheads from the hillfort and the area around the ramparts. Iron.
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Fig. 14. Byt¢a-Hrabové. Arrowheads and spear butts from the hillfort and the area around the ramparts. Iron.
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Fig. 15. Bytca-Hrabové. Waste from the arrowheads produc-
tion (1, 2) and its reconstruction (3). Iron.

were identified in private collections. The domi-
nating type consists of arrowheads cut from a iron
sheet with triangle leaf and back wings (type 1.2:
Pieta 2010, 290-292). Less common type includes
leaf-shaped arrowheads without wings. Only in
two cases, the arrowheads were forged rectangular
in the intersection with only back hook — useful
against warriors wearing some protective attire
(type 3: Pieta 2010, 290-292). Two fragments of
an iron sheet strip (Fig. 15) show traces of cutting
triangle shapes. Most likely these two are wastes
from the production of iron arrowheads that were
manufactured directly at the site, as other traces of
blacksmithing confirm. We can assume that (most)
of the arrowheads found at the site were shot by
the aggressors. The issue who — apart from the
local people — used such arrowheads is related to
another unanswered question, namely who caused
the abrupt extinction of Ptchov fortifications at the
beginning of the Roman Period (Pieta 2009, 286).
A truly unique find discovered during the research
was a set of seven arrowheads (Fig. 13: 8, 34, 4548,
52) found close to each other —undoubtedly forming
equipment of a quiver or a deposit of arrowheads.

Varia

Other artefacts that should arouse interest are
lead weight (Fig. 11: 8). These provide a relatively

unique confirmation that the local people used
scales (Pieta 2010, 264). Lead weights were very po-
pular in the Roman Period (Afkamp/Rudnick 2007).

The strike-a-light found at the site (Fig. 11: 6) has
good analogies among finds from Germanic graves
attributed to the Early Roman Period but also in the
Sarmatian milieu (v. Carnap-Bornheim 2002; Istvino-
vics/Kulesar 2017). We found such items also at sites
belonging to the Ptchov culture (Liptovska Mara I11,
Spisské Tomasovce, Stupné — Jeziskovd/Pieta 2019, fig.
5:17). Needle-shaped strike-a-lights such as the one
from hoard 2 (Fig. 9: 9) were used mainly in areas
settled by the Germanic tribes (Ilkiaer 1993, 253—255).

Pottery

Within the fortification perimeter and on the
slopes below we have found 120 fragments of ves-
sels. The vast majority of the shreds are rough,
hand-made barrel-shaped vessels with a slightly
spaced bottom. Some fragments were decorated
with simple, vertical grooves. The material contains
amixture of medium-sized quartzite grains as well
as limestone pieces, secondarily burnt out. Excep-
tionally, we have found also fragments of bowls
made of finer material. Based on the production
process, profiles and decoration, we can assume
that all the shreds should be attributed to the Early
Roman Age.

MIKUSOVCE

The Mikusovce (district Ilava) village cadastre
with several significant sites, including urnfields
dated back to the Late and Final Bronze Age, be-
longed to the most densely populated areas in the
Vah valley. In those times, the local people used
the fortified upland named Skalice composed
of several facilities (Fig. 16). So far, this fortified
settlement area has not been thoroughly mapped
(Zajacovadl/Pivovarova 2015). It covers sites such as
Velké hradiste, Malé hradiste (culture national
monument) and Mokra skala. To the north-east of
Malé hradiste (531 m), there is a steep conical hill
covered with limestone rocks referred to as Maly
hradok or Hrby (Fig. 17). Slopes on the eastern and
southern side are rocky or grassy, but most of the
hill surface is covered either with scrubs or young
pine forest.

The site was probably discovered by E. Poliak
in 1961 (Petrovsky’—Svichman 1965, 58, 59). In 2005,
2011, 2014 and 2017, the author of the paper with
colleagues — primarily J. Somr — performed several
surface prospections. As a consequence, we have
obtained a collection of finds including ceramics,
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Fig. 16. Mikusovce. Black mark — the Maly hradok hillfort; red mark — location of graves 1 and 2.

Hillfort

Burials l

Fig. 17. MikuSovce, Maly hradok. View from the south with the location of graves and the hillfort marked.
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Fig. 18. Mikusovce. 1 — Grave 1; 2 — Grave 2.
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Fig. 19. Mikusovce. Grave 1 and grave 2.

animal bones and metal artefacts, samples for radio-
carbon analyses and saved two skeletal graves from
destruction. The site, similarly as the entire Skalice
area, used to be a popular destination among ama-
teur explorers who considerably damaged the site.

The summit plateau of Maly hradok (500 m
a.s.l)is anarrow rectangle oriented to the south-
north. Itis about 7-10 m wide and 30 m long and its
edges are surrounded by faintly visible ramparts.
At the south edge of the site, we can notice traces
of a road — probably the original serpentine-like
entrance — that accessed the site from the west. On
the southern side of the summit, there is an almost
square elevation, heavily damaged by modern
digs. In its middle, there is a large pit, now filled
with stones. The shape resembles foundations of
a tower-like construction. The northern part of the
site is also covered with illegal trenches abounding
in pottery and pebble.

The western slope of the hill, under an eroded
limestone rock, ends with a talus. The steep cen-
tral and upper part of the slope is interwoven
with rock crests but most of the surface is covered
with a layer of forest soil of various thickness. It
is here that all the so far known graves were dis-
covered. The eastern slope is also steep, however,
at the foot of the hill, we can notice traces of two
terraces. A hoard of nine silver coins of the Velky
Bysterec type was found in the south-eastern part
of the slope. The hoard was scattered along 4-5m
down the slope.

Grave 1

On November 18, 2010, an anonymous voice on
telephone reported a find of human bones on the
southern slope of Maly Hradok. Jaroslav Somr from
the Museum of Trencin discovered here a skeleton
with pieces of equipment that, except for a part of
the body and the right arm, was intact. The grave
was fixed with the GPS system and documented
(Fig. 18: 1). The skeleton was placed in the upper
part of the exceptionally steep south-eastern slope,
486 m above the sea level. The grave was oriented
along the N/NW — S/SE axis with the head orien-
ted to the north. In its lower part, it was about
50-55 cm deep, while in the upper part it was
15-20 cm deep. The skeleton laid stretched on its
back, with the head slightly bent to the west. Its left
hand laid straight along the body, the soil around
the right hand and the torso was disrupted by the
amateur exploration. The entire right side of the
skeleton was slightly dislocated due to soil erosion
which is confirmed by the position of the right fe-
mur moved away from the body, down the slope.
In this damaged part of the grave, also fragments
of an infant’s skull have been found. There were
also animal bones (sheep/goat metatarsal bones.
Analysis Z. Bielichova) which original position,
however, in the grave is unknown.

At both sides of the adult’s skull, there were
bronze brooches, foot up (Fig. 19; grave 1: 1, 2). On
the right side, one of the fibulas laid directly on the
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Fig. 20. MikuSovce. Grave 1 inventory. 1-3, 10-12 — bronze; 4-9 — glass and gold foil.

collarbone. Around the top of the chest, they were
six melon-shaped beads made of transparent glass
with gold foil (Fig. 19; grave 1: 5). In a secondary
position close to the right hand, there were four
bronze finger rings — two simple rings (bands)
and two made of wire with a spiral crown and an
adjustable band (Fig. 19; grave 1: 3). Around the
waist, on poorly preserved pelvic bones, was an
iron belt clasp with a triangular frame which, un-
fortunately, was not preserved (Fig. 19; grave 1: 4).
The fibulas belong to the Almgren 67 type. One of
them — typologically slightly older — has a broken
spiral repaired with a bronze axis. Finds from the
grave are deposited in the Tren¢in Museum. The
osteological material is kept at the Institute of Ar-
chaeology SAS in Nitra.

In accordance with the anthropological analy-
sis (J. Jakab), skeleton belonged to an adult of

unspecified age (adultus I, 20-30-year-old) with
poorly developed muscles. The body height remains
unknown. Remain of a scull belong to an infant
(infans I).

The inventory (Fig. 20)

Brooch A 67a (according to Garbsch and Demetz)
with a massive head over a protective plaque
with an eightfold spring. A structured, spherical
knot passes into a long, arched pin ended with
a spherical button. A long, damaged catch plate was
gradually, fivefold perforated. The item was made
of bronze and 99 mm long (Fig. 20: 12).

* Brooch A 67a with a massive head decorated
with a double, dotted line over the plaque
with an eightfold spring. A structured, spheri-
cal knot passes into a long, arched foot ended
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with a spherical button. A long catch plate was
perforated with three circular openings in the
narrower part. Part of the spiral as well as the
needle are missing — most likely there were lost
due to unprofessional handling during amateur
exploration. The item was made of bronze and
97 mm long (Fig. 20: 2).

e Cylindrical beads with vertically folded sides
made of transparent glass with gold foil. 6 pieces,
7 mm wide and 4 mm high (Fig. 20: 4-9).

e Wire ring with an oval crown and a double band
with both ends wrapped. The item was made of
bronze with an internal diameter of 18 mm. The
wire is 1-2 mm wide (Fig. 20: 1).

e Wire ring with an oval crown and a simple
band with both ends coiled around. The item
was made of bronze with the internal diameter
of 18-19 mm. The wire is 1-2 mm wide (Fig.
20: 3).

e Flat ring (band) made of bronze, 2 x 3 mm in the
intersection with the internal diameter of 18 mm
(Fig. 20: 11).

e Flat ring (band) made of bronze, 2 x 5 mm in the
intersection with the internal diameter of 15 mm
(Fig. 20: 10).

e Belt clasp with a triangular frame and a long arm
ended with a hook. The item was not preserved.
Dimensions unknown.

Grave 2

On April 14, 2011, the site was inspected. The
aim of the inspection was to verify the above-
described find and to control preservation of the
entire site. We found that the upper part of the hill
was cleared of bushes and in numerous spots were
traces of illegal exploration to see, together with
small piles of pottery shreds left on the surface to-
gether with numerous pieces of pebble — originally
used as cartridges. Even on the forested southern
and eastern slopes, we detected numerous pits
— traces of metal detector search. The entire site
was considerably damaged and systematically
plundered.

On the site of the grave 1, we uncovered again
the pit from 2010 and this extended in its south-
eastern part (around the original position of the
skeleton legs). In this additional trench, in a layer of
red-yellow soil, we found many prehistoric pottery
shreds unrelated to the graves. In the distance of
80 cm from the legs of skeleton 1, skull of another
skeleton in a layer of black humus soil have been
detected (Fig. 18: 2; 19).

The grave 2 was also situated on a steep (up to
30°), rocky slope covered with vegetation. Lime-

stone bedrock can be seen on the surface in several
places. The soil here is humus-like, loose and dark.
Similarly as the grave 1, the burial laid parallel to
the slope. Towards the slope was the grave 50-55 cm
deep, while the right (western) part was only
10-15 cm beneath the surface. The grave fill was
heavily overgrown with roots that compromised
the skeleton position, particularly its right side
and all flat bones (shoulder blades, pelvis) as well
as the skull.

After cleaning the skeleton carefully, we found
that the deceased was buried in black humus,
straight on its back with legs laid side by side. The
body was oriented with the head to the N/NE.
The left arm was placed along the body, while the
right, heavily damaged hand was placed closer to
the pelvis. The skull was placed on the left side
and seriously damaged facial bones were partially
covered with a long, animal bone.

According to the anthropological analysis (J. Jak-
ab), the skeleton belonged to a short (148 cm), adult
women (adultus I, 20-30-year-old).

On the right side of the shoulder, there was
a bronze fibula (Fig. 19; grave 2: 1) and an identical
specimen was found, backside up, on the left collar
bone (Fig. 19; grave 2: 2). On the right side of the
pelvis, we have found a plain bronze ring (Fig. 19;
grave 2: 3), originally placed on the poorly preserved
right hand. In the lower left part, below the chest,
there was an iron belt clasp with a triangle frame
(Fig. 19; grave 2: 4) placed in a horizontal position
with its hooked facing inward toward the waist.
Unidentified animal bones were found around the
right hand.

The inventory (Fig. 21)

* Brooch A 236C (Garbsch 236b2bl) on the right
side of the shoulder with a massive head and two
three-fold knots on a bow. A steep bow over the
frame-like foot ends with a plain, double button.
The item was made was bronze and 61 mm long
(Fig. 21: 1).

® Brooch A 236C (Garbsch 236b2b1) on the left side
of the shoulder with a massive head and two
three-fold knots on a bow. A steep bow over the
frame-like foot ends with a plain, double button.
The item was made was bronze and 58 mm long
(Fig. 21: 2).

e Plain ring (band), flat in the intersection. The
item was made of bronze, 3 x 1 mm in the in-
tersection with the internal diameter of 18 mm
(Fig. 21: 3).

* Belt clasp made of iron, with a narrow, triangular
frame and a long arm ended with a hook was
made of iron and was 47 mm long (Fig. 21: 4).
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Fig. 21. Mikusovce. Grave 2 inventory. 1-3 — bronze; 4 — iron.

Grave 3

The skeletal grave 3 at the MikuSovce, Maly
hradok site has been found already in 2001. It was
until the end of 2017, however, that the detailed in-
formation about the find got to the archaeologists.
The discoverers became interested in nonferrous
metal signals from their detector on the steep
southern slope just below the summit plateau. Ac-
cording to the relation of bystanders who observed
(and photographed) the exploration, the grave was
found between graves 1/2010 and 2/2011 and the
fortified summit. The spot is marked by a recess
that remained after the trench was filled. The skel-
eton laid parallel to the slope. Allegedly, next to the
grave the explorers heard another signal and found
child’s ribs which they left on the site uninspected.
This information, however, we failed to confirm.

According to two, well-preserved photos dated
August 8 and 10 (Fig. 22), about 40—80 cm below the

surface, the explorers carefully cleaned the skeleton
(from its head to the knees). The skeleton was in rela-
tively good shape and laid straight on its back. Around
the waist, the skeleton was sufficiently cleaned at both
sides. The head area and lower parts of legs were
covered with soil and thus we do not know whether
they were later cleaned. The photo made on August
8 shows left femur (broken in two points) and a frag-
ment of right femur, left shoulder bones, a collar bone
and ribs. It seems that the works were continued two
days later. The photo made on August 10 shows the left
humerus and chest. In the upper part, we can notice
two bronze pincer-like fibulae feet oriented upwards.
The head area was still covered with soil.
According to the witness and a simple sketch,
there was a small broken vessel next to the head. The
vessel, unfortunately, was not preserved. Bronze
fibulae (type A 238) were placed on both shoulders
and a small bronze brooch (type A 67-68) laid just
below the chin. The bronze belt fittings were found
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Fig. 22. Mikusovce. Grave 3. Photos from the amateur exploration of the grave.
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on pelvis: a hooked clasp, a perforated plaque,
a boat-shaped fitting and numerous decorative flat-
headed rivets. Next to the clasp, on the left side of
the pelvis — under the left-hand bones — there was
a pseudo filigree bronze circular pendant and a blue
glass bead with yellow inclusions. By the femur,
there was an iron arrowhead, placed about 2 cm
from the bone pointing to the body:.

The grave inventory is known from three photos
and detailed sketches. We were able to acquire the
iron arrowhead and bronze parts of the Noric-Pan-
nonian belt including the openwork metal plaque,
seventeen circular head rivets, five small decorative
rivets and one boat-shaped fitting and two nails.
Unfortunately, bones were not preserved.

The inventory (Fig. 23)

® Brooch (type A 238) from the left shoulder with
a massive head, wide knot and a flat, prong-like
application decorated with grooves and three ri-
vets. Its bow is even, roof-like profiled, decorated
with a row of impressions. The long catch plate
is perforated with circular and square apertures
with a radially arranged motif placed closer to the
head. The eight-fold coil is fastened with a wide,
decorated hook. The item was made of bronze
and is 154 mm long (Fig. 23: 31).

® Brooch (type A 238) from the right shoulder with
a massive head, wide knot and a flat, prong-like
application decorated with grooves and three
small insets. The bow is even, roof-like profiled,
decorated with grooves. The long catch plate is
perforated with circular and square apertures
with a radially arranged motif placed closer to the
head. The eight-fold coil is fastened with a wide,
decorated hook. The item was made of bronze
and is 154 mm long (Fig. 23: 33).

® Brooch A 67/68 with a massive head and a pro-
tective plaque over the six-fold coil. The item has
a three-fold knot on the even foot, ended with
a circular button. The catch plate is perforated
with two steps. It was made of bronze and 60 mm
long (Fig. 23: 34).

e Clasp with a flat oval frame decorated with ten
circles made with compass tool. The longer part
of the circular cross-section ends with a hook.
The item was made of bronze and is 78 mm long
(Fig. 23: 29).

e Plaque from a leather belt made of two bronze
sheets linked with sets of four rivets. It has a flat
head arranged in two rows. The plaque is heavily
damaged. Its upper side is decorated with open-
work and tubularly curved shorter sides. The
inner side of the item is smooth. The dimensions
are: 50 x 60 mm (Fig. 23: 1-4).

* Boat-shaped fitting with two fastening openings.
Its tips plastically narrowed. The item is semi-
circular in the intersection and made of bronze.
It is 50 mm long (Fig. 23: 5).

* Rivets with a rounded head and a curved pin.
5 pieces. The items were made of bronze. The
head diameter is 6-7 mm and the pin is 5 mm
long (Fig. 23: 24-28).

* Rivets with a rounded head and a curved pin.
17 pieces. The items were made of bronze. The
head diameter is 15-16 mm and the pin is 5 mm
long (Fig. 23: 7-23).

* Arrowhead made of an iron plate with a flat tip
and ears oriented backwards with a long, curved
notch. It is 43 mm long (Fig. 23: 6).

* Round bead slightly flattened with a wide ope-
ning. The item was made of blue glass with ir-
regular yellow inclusions and was 26 mm wide
(Fig. 23: 30).

* Disc-shaped pendant with a bail and an opening
in the middle. The item was cast in a form and
decorated with pseudo-filigree. It was made of
bronze, 88 mm wide and 29 mm thick (Fig. 23: 32).

The other finds from the hillfort
Mikusovce-Maly hradok

The oldest horizon covers ceramics found during
surveys between graves 1 and 2. Sherds were parts
of a thick-walls vessel with a horizontal, circular in
intersection handle and at least two other vessels.
A fragment of a tube-shaped vessel with a narrowed
neck and a horizontal circular in intersection handle
placed in the widest point of the vessel can belong
to the Early Eneolithic Period, most likely to the late
Lengyel culture.

The bronze fibula with a decorated foot (Fuf-
zierfibel; Fig. 24: 1) of the Mansfeld type F1 could be
attributed to the end of the Hallstatt Period (HD2/D3 —
Glunz 1997, 130-132; Mansfeld 1973, 37, pl. 26; Stéllner
2002, 60). It is a isolated find at the site. The fibulae
were manufactured in Heuneburg (Drescher 1995,
257, tig. 3). In the Western Carpathian region, so far,
we know analogous fibulae from Blatnica (Bazovsky
2003, 185) as well as a new specimen, found on the
hill fort Bojna V in 2019.

Most of the finds discovered during the surveys
at the site belong to the La Tene and Early Roman
Periods. Some of the items, including shred and
fragments of querns, were handed in the Institute of
Archaeology SAS by local explorers and employees
of Forests of the Slovak Republic. Pottery shreds
concentrate around the summit plateau. Large
fragments of pottery in moved soil indicate that
some features had been here damaged. This applies
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Fig. 23. Mikusovce. Grave 3 inventory. According to the finders, the arrowhead (6) was placed inside the body. 1-5, 7-29,
31-34 - bronze; 6 —iron; 30 — glass. Scale: a — 1-28; b — 29-34.
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Fig. 24. MikuSovce. Finds from the hillfort and slopes of the hill. 1, 7-15 — bronze; 2-6, 16, 17 —iron.
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Fig. 25. MikuSovce. Implements and tools from the hillfort and slopes of the hill. All iron.
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mainly to fragments of storage vessels (dolia), but
there are also shreds of hand-formed bowls and pots
as well as single fragments of wheel thrown and
graphite pottery. On the slopes, but mainly inside
the fortification, there are also piles of pebbles.

According to various sources, two single coins
were found at the site. A Vel'ky Bysterec type coin was
found in the southern part inside of the fortification,
while a Divinka type coin was found in the lower
part of the eastern slope. A hoard of nine coins of
the Vel'ky Bysterec type was also found in the middle
part of the slope outside the rampart.

Chronologically, the La Tene settlement at the site
is best represented by the collection of brooches.

Some types of fibulae have already been dis-
cussed in the characteristics of the above analysed
Bytca-Hrabové site. These include plain MLT fibula
made of wire (Fig. 24: 2, 4) with the foot fastened
with a clamp. Such items were particularly popular
in LTC2 and D1 stages but could be used for a rela-
tively long time. An arched fibula with a belt-like
bow (Fig. 24: 3) is an item characteristic to the older
Late Tene Period and also very common in entire
Northern Slovakia. Specimens linked with the
Pachov material culture were usually simple and
made of iron. Afterwards, during the D2 stage, there
are also fibulae with a bent bow (Fig. 24: 6).

The Oberleiserberg type fibula (Fig. 24: 8) has
characteristic crossbow-shaped long spring and
a massive head with a triple knot and an inset in
a place where a foot is attached (Karwowski/Militky
2011, 133-135). The type is related to A65 brooch
originating from Northern Italy where are attrib-
uted to the Late La Tene D1 and D2 (Danielisovi/
Militky 2014, 49, 50, with references Demetz 1999,
28; Sedlmayer 2009, 118). In the Middle Vah Basin,
A65 fibulae coincide with oppida. Numerous finds
from Trencianske Bohuslavice (Pieta 2010, fig. 15: 24).
Within the Ptachov culture, are such artefacts
known only from its north-western part (Belusské
Slatiny; Divinka — Pieta 2010, fig. 118: 9; Udica — Pieta
2006, fig. 2: 13). The specimen resembles the Magda-
lenska Gora type, distributed mainly in the Eastern
Alpes (Dizdar/Bozic¢ 2010, 147-152).

Strongly profiled fibulae A 67 (Fig. 24: 11, 12)
were found in grave 1 and, both entire specimens
and fragments, in layers at the Maly hradok site on
the slopes below the ramparts. These items belong
to a repeatedly analysed type of artefacts with
a narrow chronological horizon but a wide dis-
tribution ranging from the original Alpine region
to various parts of the Germanic Barbaricum and
to the lands inhabited by the Dacians. In terms of
chronology, such items could be attributed to the
Middle Augustean to the Late Tiberian periods (cf.
Demetz 1999, 127-135; Rustoiu 1997 for an overview).

Developmental features of these brooches — prede-
cessors of A68 type —include the gradual reduction
of size, robustness of the head and modification of
the foot form. Together with it’s a 236 variation,
such fibulas form a leading Early Roman horizon of
fibulae at the turn of the older and younger stages
of the Puchov culture. Their frequent occurrence
coincides partially with the abundance of finds in
the so-called decline horizon of the hill forts but
indicates also the strength of contacts between the
local people and the region of Eastern Alps, where
such fibulae were developed. Prior to the discovery
of graves analysed in this paper, various variations
of the A 67 type were known only from hillforts
and open settlements (Blatnica, Divinka, Dolny
Kubin-Vel'ky Bysterec, Liptovska Mara I, Liptovska
Mara II, Pachov, Rajecké Teplice, Zilina-Vranie,
Jasenica, Skalka nad Vahom, Koseca-Nozdrovice —
Kolnikova-Kolnik 2004, 19-25, with references Pieta
1997, 58, 59, fig. 7; 2014, 136). A 67 fibulae belonged to
the burial equipment at both analysed sites.

Strongly profiled brooches with two knots A 236
(Fig. 24: 7, 10) are variants of A 67 fibulae. The dis-
tribution, as well as typological development and
dating of these two types, are similar (Béhme-Schin-
berger 1998; Garbsch 1985). This type — particularly
older forms A 236a and smaller specimens with
a frame-like catch are strongly represented among
finds attributed to the Puchov culture (Koseca-
Nozdrovice, Trencin — Pieta 2010, fig. 33: 2; Liptovska
Mara I - Pieta 1982, tab. 7: 5a, b; Liptovska Mara II -
Pieta 2000, fig. 4: 4, 5, Pachov — Pieta 1982, tab. 9: 1;
Rochovica, Zilina-Vranie — Kolnikovd/Kolnik 2004, fig.
10: 5; Mosovce — Pieta 2014, 136). Apparently, such
items were less extended in the Przeworsk Culture
(buczkiewicz 2009, 421, 422) and on the west Dacian
sites (e.g. Zemplin, Mala Kopanja — Budinsky-Kricka/
Lamiova-Schmiedlovd 1990, pl. XIV: 9; Kotigorosko 1989,
pl. VIII: 24, 26). In the grave from MikuSovce, two
matching fibulae of this type were found on the
deceased shoulders.

Tools and instruments, as well as other utility
items from the hillfort (Fig. 25), are represented by
two scythes and a ploughshare. These are supple-
mented by awls, a razor, a mirror fragment, hooks,
needles and numerous fragments of querns. Metal
finds are mainly arrowheads (Fig. 26): small ar-
rowheads made of a metal plate with a socket and
a triangle body with (or without) back ears. Many
of the arrowheads are preserved fragmentarily.

Several intact items, for example A 67 and A 236
fibulae or the iron belt clasp, are identical to ar-
tefacts found in already known female graves. It
seems likely that the finds could belong to assem-
blages from other burials damaged by the erosion
or moved and discarded by treasure hunters.
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Fig. 26. MikuSovce. Arrowheads and arrowhead fragments. All iron.
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LOCATION
AND GRAVE INVENTORIES

Generally, in Bytca-Hrabové and Mikusovce,
there are two graves placed next to each other and
two graves with two bodies buried. All of the graves
were skeletal and bodies laid straight on the back.
Apart from the infant from MikuSovce grave 1, the
skeletons belonged to women. At both sites, graves
were dug on steep slopes outside the fortifications.

Fibulae

The deceased women was equipped mainly
with metal and glass elements of attire consisting
mainly of a pair of brooches on the shoulders, rep-
resented by the Noric-Pannonian brooches of type
A 67, A 236 and A 238. The former two types were
previously characterised in the context of settlement
finds from both hillforts. The specimens found in
the graves, although typologically different, can be
unambiguously linked with older forms dated back
to the Bla stage. Typologically the oldest artefacts
(A 67al) laid on the shoulders of about twenty-five-
year-old female buried in grave 1 in MikuSovce.
Graves 1 and 2 from Bytc¢a (with bodies of about
20- and 40-year-old females) as well as in grave 3
from MikuSovce contained A 67bl fibulae dated
back to the Early Tiberian Period (Demetz 1999, 135).
Types A 67 and A 236 belong to finds characteristic
of the decline horizon of hillforts attributed to the
Puachov culture (Fig. 27: 1-3, 7-18).

Winged fibulae from grave 3 in MikuSovce be-
long to early forms of the A 238b type (according to
Garbsch) or the A 238b2 type (according to Demetz).
Origins, distribution as well as the chronology of
these fibulae have already received considerable
attention (Bazovsky 2017; Cambal 2017; Demetz 1999,
42-47; Garbsch 1985). It is believed that the A 238b2
type was manufactured in the second and third
decades of the Current Era (Demelz 1999, 46).

Belts

Belts belonging to the deceased buried in grave 1
(Bytca) and grave 3 (MikuSovce) are examples of
decorative sets. Unfortunately, some of the elements
were lost — mainly clasps and fastening elements
(Fig. 6: 10-29; 23: 1-5, 7-29). The Bytca specimen
(Fig. 6: 28a—d) consisted of a clasp with two tongues
(type G 2b) and a plaque decorated in opus in-
terrasile technique (palmettes surrounded by two
rows of rivets, type B5: Garbsch 1965). This type
was popular not only by inhabitants of Noricum
but also in Germanic, Dacian and Piichov milieus
(Fig. 28: 5, 6; Pieta 2014, 151, 152, with references).

The woman buried in grave 3 (MikuSovce) was
equipped with a leather belt with fittings typical
for Noric-Pannonian belts which, however, was
fastened with a bronze hooked clasp. Decorative
motifs on the clasp (imprinted circles) are consid-
ered common in that time and are known from
various types of metal belt elements closed with
clasps or buckles (Fig. 9).

In more modestly equipped graves as Bytca 2
and MikuSovce 1 and 2, belts were fastened with
simple iron hooked clasps with triangle frames
(type Werner C; Fig. 21: 4). Since the Middle La Tene
Period, when these clasps evolved from more com-
plex La Tene metal belt clasps, iron clasps of this
type were common elements of attire in the vast
areas of Central and Western Europe (Batuaille 2001).
Hooked clasps were popular in the Pachov culture
and are known from several settlements (Koseca-
Nozdrovice, Podskalie, Stupné) and sacrificial sites
(Liptovska Mara, Prosné, Trencianske Teplice). This
traditional Celtic product was used still at the begin-
ning of the Roman Period as a part of the Germanic
attire, undoubtedly to fasten simple, undecorated
belts (Droberjar 2006, 32—35; Madyda-Legutko 1990,
159; Salac 2010, 362). The hooked clasps longevity
is confirmed also by finds from Mikusovce and
Bytca-Hrabové.

Neck ring

The woman'’s neck ring from grave 1 (Bytca) was
made of an open iron ring wrapped with wire made
of a tin alloy. Decorative necklaces belonged to the
most popular types of decorations in the La Tene
culture found in female graves but served also as
symbolic ornaments — torques — on pictures show-
ing male deities and heroes. In graves, such items
belong to sets of ring jewellery, also in simple,
iron variations (Bujna 2005, 112-114). In the Late
La Tene Period and at the beginning of the Roman
Period this type of adornments was common only
in some areas, particularly in Noricum and Raetia.
From these two regions, neck rings are known both
from grave inventories and tombstones (Keller 1984,
31, 32).

During the La Téne Period — in the Western Car-
pathians — metal neck rings imitated Celtic open
rings with buffer ends. During the older phase of
the Puchov culture, such adornments were made
of bronze — with simple stamp-like or multiple
lentiform tips. There are also twisted neck rings —
torques — with end rings (Pieta 2000, fig. 5: §; 2008,
fig. 95: 6; 2012, 319; 2014, 137). The unique design of
the neck ring from Bytc¢a with the tin wire — resem-
bling woven or twisted necklaces — imitated silver
used in the necklaces production both in the Ptichov
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Fig. 27. Selected costume accessories and jewellery from Ptichov culture settlements. 1, 5— Blatnica; 2, 3, 68, 11 — Koseca-
Nozdrovice; 4 — Vrchtepld; 9 — Skalska Nova Ves; 10, 12, 14, 17, 18 — Folkusova a Necpaly; 13 — Pichov; 15, 16 - Mosovce.
All bronze.
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culture and in the Noric-Pannonian environment
(Garbsch 1965, 123; Pieta 2014, 137). An open iron
neck ring from Liptovsky Trnovec — bearing traces
of being wrapped with a narrow, probably organic
(leather?) strap — shows certain similarities with
the Bytca specimen (Benedikovd/Pieta 2018a, 169).
Unfortunately, the lack of similar finds prevents any
conclusions about origins —local or foreign — of the
custom to deposit such necklaces as a part of burial
assemblages. However, we should remember that
numerous Noric gravestones are depicted women
with twisted neck rings. Simple neck rings with
pointed ends or clasps are also known from pe-
ripheral areas during the Roman Period (Beckmann
1981, 16-18).

Pearls

Pearls belonged to the burial assemblages from
graves 1 and 3 (Mikusovce). Six small melon-shaped
pearls from grave 1 made of transparent glass with
gold foil (goldiiberfangene Perlen) belong to the XXIX
group, type 387c. This widespread type started to
appear in Barbaricum already in the Early Roman
stage Bl, but it became common in burials during
stages B2 and C1 (Tempelmann-Maczyriska 1985, 64,
65). Judging by their location on the chest, we can
assume that the pearls hung on the neck on a cord.

The dark blue bead with inclusions from grave 3
belongs to a relatively widespread group XXI. The
colour is exceptional. Yellow inclusions arranged
in numerous layers suggest that the item belongs
to older variations known already in the Bl stage
(Tempelmann-Maczynska 1985, 51). The bead - to-
gether with a bronze disc-shaped pendant — was
placed on the pelvis. Therefore, it seems that both
items decorated a fancy belt fastened with a hooked
clasp and decorated fittings, typical for the Noric-
Pannonian sets.

Disk-shaped pendant

The bronze, disk-shaped pendant belongs to ap-
pealing adornments used in the Younger and Late
La Tene period. Such pseudo-filigree decorations —
amulets — were lost-wax cast. Similar items are
known from Western Slovakia (Bazovsky 2014, 166)
and from the Pachov culture area (Benedikouvi/Pieta
20180, fig. 4; Pieta 2010, fig. 134: 1; F21: 5; 2014, 137,
fig. 7: 12). Used production technique corresponds
with a large and varied group of cast basket-shaped
pendants (v. Endert 1991, 20, 21). Numerous finds
from Northern Slovakia confirm that such items
were distributed particularly in the Puchov culture.
However, the location of the pendant on the belt
makes the find unique.

Rings

Rings were found in three graves. The older from
the women buried in Bytca had three bronze wire
rings with a spiral head and two narrow bands (Fig.
6:2—6). A similar combination of wire rings with ad-
justable ends and a spiral head was found in grave
1 in MikusSovce (Fig. 20: 1, 3, 10, 11). The modestly
equipped female from grave 2 (Mikusovce) had only
one simple band on her finger (Fig. 21: 3).

Rings as female hand jewellery had a relatively
weak tradition in the mountainous area of Slova-
kia. Significant bronze saddle rings were found on
pre-Pachov settlements from the early and Middle
La Tene period (Bujna 2005, 144, 152; Pieta 2014, 135).
On sites related to the Pachov culture, appear flat
bands and imported antique rings with a head (Pieta
2010, fig. 119: 1-3). Due to the simplicity of construc-
tion and customizable size, wire rings with adjust-
able ends and a spiral head — type 16 according to
Beckmann — were the very common type of jewel-
lery since the end of the Iron Age until the Middle
Ages (Fig. 28: 4; Beckmann 1969, 34). Some examples
are known from oppida and primarily from early
Roman sites in Raetia and Noricum (Deimel 1987, 64,
pl. 46: 1-10; Keller 1984, 41), but were popular also
in Barbaricum (Czarnecka 1989).

Mirrors

In the double grave from Bytca-Hrabové behind
both females” heads, there were bronze mirrors
which preserved only as metal discs — 95 and 71 mm
in diameter (Fig. 6: 7; 7: 4). The item found by skel-
eton 2 was incomplete, however, due to the amateur
exploration, it is impossible to determine whether
the item was deposited as already broken or incom-
plete (as in some graves attributed to the Migration
Period) or it was damaged during the exploration.
There were no traces of a handle and thus we are
entitled to assume that the mirrors were framed in
organic, most likely wooden, not preserved settings.
In the Late La Téne Period as well as in the Early
Roman Period — in Central Europe — used mirrors
were small and either put in a cassette or framed
in a bronze handle. Comprehensive research on
late La Tene hillforts and settlements in our region
provided numerous finds of mirrors, mainly disc
fragments, but also cast decorative handles (Pie-
ta 1997, 48). Distribution of metal mirrors in the
Middle Danube Region was so dense that it cannot
be exclude the hypothesis that these items were
manufactured locally.

The spread, application and importance of
these toilet objects — but also symbolic artefacts —
was thoroughly discussed in the extant literature
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Fig. 28. Puchov. 1-6 — elements of the grave inventory from the E. Hoenning’s survey (according to Prohdszka 2017);
7 —sketch of grave 1 (according to Hoenning O’Caroll/Halasa 1903). 1, 3, 4 — Slovak National Museum in Martin; 6 — Naturhis-
torisches Museum Wien.
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(Niezabitowska-Wisniewska 2012). Frequent images of
mirrors on Noric tombs (Kvetinovd 2006, 394, with
references) and their common presence in Ger-
manic graves attributed to the Early Roman Period
are particularly informative for the present study.
It can be assume that the custom to use mirrors
was imported from the Eastern Alpine areas in the
combination with metal elements of the so-called
Noric-Pannonian costume (Adler 1976; Bemmann
1999, 165; Schuster 2010, 179-185; Zeman 2017, 146,
with references). The two graves with mirrors from
Bytca-Hrabové fit this context well.

Spindle whorl, vessels and arrowhead

So far, the spindle whorl made of graphite clay
and a small bowl, placed between the bodies in
the double grave in Bytca, are unique finds. Also
in grave 3 in MikuSovce there was a small ves-
sel which, however, was not preserved. Larger
quantities of pottery shreds would help to solve
the issue of origins of the graves. According to
the finder, the iron arrowhead with a bent tip,
found in grave 3 during amateur explorations,
was placed just by the femur of the deceased. Due
to the questionable context of the discovery, the
question whether the deceased was injured or the
arrowhead simply laid by the body — buried in an
area with numerous pieces of weaponry left there
after some battle — but was unrelated to the grave
will remain unanswered.

OTHER HUMAN SKELETONS
FOUND WITHIN THE PUCHOV CULTURE

Ptchov. First protohistoric graves within the
Puchov culture had been found already at the end of
the 19t c. on the eponymous Skalka site in Puchov.
According to the published records of E. Hoenning,
six skeletal graves were found in the northern part
of the hillfort. Skeleton 1, most likely a woman with
aninfant, laid straight on her back with a deer head
by her legs (fig. 28: 7). In grave 2 — with an Almgren
67 fibula — bovine bones were found. There were
no finds in grave 3. Skeleton 4 laid on its belly and
there was no skull. Skeletons 5 and 6 were crouched
burials (Beninger 1937, 61, 62; Hoenning O’Caroll/
Halasa 1903, 21, 22). Based on the records, we can
assume that at least the grave 2 with brooch A 67
preserved together with the description of the find
(Naturhistorisches Muzeum Wien, inv. no. 21 179;
Fig. 28: 6) should be attributed to the Early Roman
Period. Important pieces of information provided
by P. Prohaszka’s research in archives shed new
light on these graves. It turns out that E. Hoenning

found also further — previously never discussed
in the literature — graves (Prohdszka 2017). In his
correspondence, the discoverer mentioned also
a child’s grave with two fibulae which, according
to the archive drawings, belonged to the archaic
form of the A 67 type (Prohiszka 2017, fig. 4). It seems
likely that the information refers to a bronze brooch
pictured by E. Hoenning (see: Pieta 1982, pl. VII: 8).

According to the recently acquired documents,
E. Hoenning found also other artefacts in the
other graves. This applies particularly to a G1 type
clasp (Fig. 28: 2; Bockius 1990; Garbsch 1965, 87; Pieta
1997, 49, 50) and a plaque, probably a fragment of
abronze omega-shaped buckle with three rivets and
a double axis, belonging probably to type A16-18
(Fig. 28: 4, Madyda-Legutko 1987, 7, 8). In both cases,
dating of these belt elements is consistent with the
horizon of the Early Roman Period. The chronology
of two wing fibulae — that according to the above
mentioned source were found by the Ptchov skele-
tons —remains less clear (fig. 28: 1, 3; Pieta 1982, 45, pl.
IX: 4, 7). According to J. Garbsch, the A 238r brooch
belongs to a group of simple products with an un-
decorated catch plate. Distribution of such items
was limited to Barbaricum where the fibulae were
either imported as semi-finished products or copied
(Garbsch 1965, 78). In terms of size and dimensions of
the head and knot as well as the small spring hook,
both Puchov specimens belong to older variants
of these relatively rare in the Ptchov and Quadi
environment fibulae. Therefore, the very presence
of A 238 fibulae in skeletal graves (MikuSovce 3,
Pachov?) is an exceptional finding that supports
the hypothesis about the affinity with the Noric-
Pannonian milieu.

The graves described here are clearly concen-
trated in the Middle Vah valley (Fig. 29). Other
skeletal graves known from Puachov culture sites
either cannot be dated with the accompanying
inventories or the context of discovery cannot be
reliably determined. Other 2-3 skeletal graves
were found in Udica-Okrut (district Povazska Byst-
rica). Based on a spindle whorl found in one of the
graves, V. Budinsky-Kricka dated the features back
to the Roman Period (Petrovsky’—sz'chman 1965, 66).
In 1976, during research on a steep slope below the
eastern terrace of the Havranok hillfort (Liptovska
Mara I), we have found a female skeleton with an
infant, without any accompanying inventory. The
grave was dug into the destruction of the Late
La Tene ramparts. In 2014 on the Horka hillfort
near Lysica, district Zilina, scattered human bones
were found. From this site, we know at least two
hoards of Celtic coins (Pieta 2010, 218) and melted
fragments of adornments (the information provided
by J. Frohlich).
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Fig. 29. A map presenting La Téne stage (dotted line) and Roman stage (broken and solid lines) of Ptachov culture
(according to Svihurovd 2017) together with the sites with Early Roman skeletal graves.

CULT PRACTICES AND BURIALS ON
THE PUCHOV CULTURE SITES

Small hillforts with a settlement located on
a slope or at the foot of a hill are characteristic
habitats of the Puchov culture. These settlement
patterns certainly result from the landscape fea-
tures — in Western Carpathians, there are many
small, steep hills located in mouths of tributary
valleys in the Vah Basin but also, to a lesser ex-
tent, in the Nitra and Hron Basins as well as other
regions in the Northern and Central Slovakia.
Hillforts in Byt¢a-Hrabové and MikuSovce share
all substantial features with other sites of this type.
Generally, these are small fortifications located in
hardly accessible but densely populated areas of
the Middle Vah valley. Numerous projectiles as
well large assemblages, including hoards found
there, together with the lack of any traces that
would suggest that the sites were used also after-
wards, imply that these settlements were abruptly
abandoned at the beginning of the Roman Period.
Similar processes were observed on numerous
other sites in the entire area dominated by the

Puchov culture, primarily in the Middle Vah val-
ley (Pieta 2009). Undoubtedly, this phenomenon
is a reflection of dramatic historical events that
so significantly affected settlement in the entire
Western Carpathian region and, more generally,
Middle Danube Region.

In terms of extreme location, inventories and
anthropological material, the graves — found and
partially researched on both sites — offer new in-
sights into the process of decline of Ptichov culture
fortifications. Furthermore, these unique finds
contribute to understanding burial and ritual
customs as well as the ethic and cultural situation
during dramatic changes that took place in the
1% c. CE in the vast Middle Danube Region. The
author is aware that the sources are insufficient
and that the number of reliably dated graves is not
very large. A common feature of all these gravesis
ritual inhumation of bodies laid in an outstretched
position with heads facing south (Bytc¢a-Hrabové)
or north (Mikusovce). However, we do not know
whether the orientation results from some ritual
customs or simply from the specific geographical
features of the site (just outside the ramparts).
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The deceased, undoubtedly women, were buried
with all metal elements of their attire and other
small items (as vessels, spindle whorl, mirrors or
animal bones). At least in one case (the double
grave from Bytca), we are certain that the deceased
died a violent death.

The records about skeletal graves from Plachov —
discovered by E. Hoenning at the end of the
19% ¢. — are products of their times but still provide
precious pieces of information. According to the
accompanying finds, at least two of the burials
should be attributed to the beginnings of the Ro-
man Period. Also, the grave of a female with an
infant resembles grave 1 from Mikusovce. Location
of the graves — close to the fortifications — is con-
sistent at both sites. Grave orientation, however, is
different. Four skeletons discovered in Ptchov laid
along the west-east (east-west) axis. Only the last
skeleton — the one without the skull —had a differ-
ent orientation (Beninger 1937, 61, 62). A significant
feature of the graves is animal bones, allegedly
found by the skeletons. Although we cannot be
certain whether these were parts of the burial
inventory or rather remains of prehistoric settle-
ment characterised by rich fauna, traces of ‘meat
feasts” were probably also discovered in graves 1
and 2 in MikuSovce.

The evolution of burial rites adopted by the
La Tene civilisation in Central Europe is well
known. Burying the deceased on both long-used
and newly-established row graveyards ended at
the end of the C1 stage that is at the turn of the
3¢ and 2™ c. BCE. We have no evidence about the
burial customs in the Late La Tene Period (Pieta
2018; Repka 2015). Ritual burials on graveyards
continue for some time but only in specific areas
such as the Eastern Alps, Bavaria etc. In mountain-
ous regions of Slovakia, the situation was different.
Here, for a long period between the end of the
Early or the beginning of the Late Iron Age until
the beginnings of the medieval period, we know
no graves of the local people. At the end of the
prehistoric times, local traditions favoured cre-
mation. The urnfield tradition evolved to more or
less symbolic deposition of a human remains and
grave inventory (‘pars pro toto’). Hypothetically,
based on the simplification trend of the burial rite
observed on youngest Hallstatt or Early La Tene
urnfields with crematory pit graves, we can as-
sume that the process reflects world-view transfor-
mations — the renunciation of faith in the afterlife.
On sites related to the Ptichov culture, sometimes
single human bones were uncovered in settlement
layers. This common phenomenon in the La Tene
Period, so far, received little interpretations (Ciima’f
2000; Waldhauser 2010).

Burnt human bones found on a small hillfort in
Hradec (district Prievidza) used to be cautiously
interpreted as a Pichov crematory pit grave (Biale-
kovd/Pieta 1964, 451). This interpretation, however,
has not been confirmed by decades of comprehen-
sive research performed on the other hillforts.

It is believed that people of the Ptichov culture,
similarly as other La Tene societies, lost their
interest in worshipping their departed and their
remains when they substituted the faith in the
afterlife by the reincarnation concept (Pieta 1982,
191). Fire as magic connection with the afterlife
and the supernatural, dominates archaeological
and written testimonies about La Tene rituals.
It also determines forms of offerings of artifacts,
animals and people combined with ritual de-
struction of the offering. A specifically Western
Carpathian feature are sacrificial places with de-
posited cremated human sacrifices (Prosné — Pieta/
Moravcik 1980; Slatina nad Bebravou — Pieta 2018).
Sometimes, according to the local tradition, burnt
animal sacrifices and remains of unburnt human
bones were deposited in sacrificial pits (Liptovska
Mara — Pieta 1982, 198-201; Pieta/Stloukal 1991).
So far, however, graves with ritually deposited
bodies have not been known in this region. The
discovery of Early Roman skeletal graves on the
Vah-valley hillforts opened a new dimension on
this issue.

According to the current state of the art, it seems
that the major settlement changes in the Puchov
culture —reflected in the horizon of destroyed hill-
forts with mass finds dated back to the beginnings
of the Roman Period —led to a certain interruption
of religious traditions, including ‘fire rituals’. This
process can be observed in Liptovska Mara. On
the eastern terrace of the hillfort, there was an
abandoned sanctuary linked with the LTD2 stage.
When the fortification was rebuilt later in the Bla
stage, this previously sacred place was no longer
worshipped.

It seems, however, that the old cremation rituals
survived. The skeletal graves from Vah-valley are
chronologically consistent with a new find from
Mosovce (district Turcianske Teplice) which shows
the complexity of religious imagery and practices in
this critical for the Pachov culture period. During
a survey with a metal detector, on one of the ter-
races of the upper hillfort with traces of — chrono-
logically unspecified — iron melting, fragments of
the burnt and deformed bronze pan (Type Eggers
131) were found along with an intact silver fibula
(probably type Almgren 11; Grasselt 1998; Voigt
1965), an incomplete bronze eye-fibula (probably
A 49) and belt elements — an omega-shaped bucket
and an arched fitting with rivets linked with the
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Fig. 30. Mosovce. A hoard (?) from the site Knlazov visok. 1 —silver; 2—6 — bronze. Scale: a — 1-5; b —6.
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Noric-Pannonian belt (Fig. 30). The collection of
artefacts was verified and reliably located, however,
detailed circumstances of the discovery or the pre-
sence of any organic material that could accompany
the find could not be investigated or determined.
Therefore, we do not know whether it was only
asingle grave or a cremation-related sacrifice during
which the inventory was deformed.

The complexity of sacrificial or burial (?) rituals
in Northern Slovakia at the end of the La Tene Pe-
riod and in the Early Roman Period is shown also
by unique finds from Blatnica, district Martin (site
Rémova). On an extremely steep slope in the mouth
of the Gaderska valley, explorers using metal de-
tectors found a deformed Late La Tene sword in
a scabbard (Pieta 2010, fig. 126: 2), an iron spearhead
with traces of melted bronze as well as bronze
bracelets and human bones. Bronze brooches, belt
elements and a deformed shield umbo confirm that
still at the end of the Older Roman Period the site
was exploited. Verifying surveys revealed frag-
ments of another umbo, arrowheads, a Spis type
silver coin and an anthropologically examined
human shoulder bone with phalanges (Pieta 2014,
147; Pieta/gvihurové, in print).

Skeletal graves from the Roman Age in North-
Danubian Barbaricum, were predominated the
cremation are rare and repeatedly analysed
phenomena (Bemmann/Vof$ 2007; Kvetdnovd 2008;
Lichardus 1984; Pollak 1980, 11-13). Their distinc-
tive character was explained with social position,
affiliation to a different tribe or influences from the
Roman provinces. Skeletal double graves — known
from Bytca, Mikusovce and allegedly also from
Pachov - indicate a close relationship, possibly
kinship, of the deceased, which can be confirmed
through DNA tests. These, together with isotope
analyses, will undoubtedly contribute to answe-
ring the basic question whether the dead belonged
to the locals or rather to the foreigners and where
they came from.?

Skeletal graves in the milieu of Puchov cul-
ture — as already mentioned — show no affinity
with strong local traditions or burial rites. There
are some similarities in terms of metal inventories
which, however, are rather faint. Costumes of the
deceased, particularly fibulae and belts, imply
that they represented the Noric-Pannonian style
which - as it turns out — is a difficult to capture,
highly variable ‘fashion’ trend adopted in the Early
Roman Age rather than a purposeful export of at-
tire or decorations in both peripheral and barbaric
milieus (Rothe 2013).

CONCLUSION

According to the archaeological sources, the
settlement structure in areas linked with the
Pachov culture substantially changed at the be-
ginning of the Roman Period. The process started
with destructing and abandoning fortifications.
Undoubtedly, this major transition reflects politi-
cal turbulence resulting from massive migrations.
The background of this process left a mark also in
the written sources. Western parts of the Ptichov
culture, together with the above-described sites,
were now placed between two expanding forma-
tions — the Quadi realm ruled by Vannius and
their enemies, the Lugii, settled on the other side of
the Carpathian crest. Conflicts between these two
groups in that period were mentioned by Tacitus in
his Annals (XII, 29, 30).

A part of this transformation was also a new
phenomenon described in this paper — clusters of
skeletal graves close by the Ptuchov fortifications.
The deceased were buried most likely during the
Tiberian-Claudian period. However, it remains
uncertain whether it was before or after the hill
forts were abandoned. Are these simply graves
or rather ritual burials related to some unknown
custom? Fatal injuries on heads of the women from
Bytca-Hrabové and possibly also the arrowhead
found by the skeleton from grave 3 in MikuSovce
indicate that this was not an example of the usual
local tradition. It seems that, similarly as in most
areas related to the Late La Téne civilisation, inhu-
mation had in the Pichov culture no tradition at
all. In the neighbouring Germanic world, however,
inhumation on graveyards was nothing unusual at
the beginning of the Roman Period. Although, of
course, crematory graves predominated.

Belt sets and fibulae or mirrors found in the
graves suggest that origins of the dead should be
sought somewhere in the East Alpine area. Dif-
fusion of Noric influences to the north could be
observed already in the Late La Tene settlement in
Western Slovakia. The process was manifested in
numerous aspects of the material culture includ-
ing various types of pottery spreading from east-
ern Noric areas to Western Slovakia (Cambal et al.
2014, 67; Pieta 1996, 190; 2010, 54; Pieta/Plachd 1999,
200, 201). Even more clearly, it can be observed
contacts with the south according to the distribu-
tion of Pannonian and Norician coins found in
areas related to the Pachov culture, particularly
in its western part. As the source base grows,
differences between material culture variants in

2 Osteological analysis of the material acquired from Bytca-Hrabove and Mikusovce is performed by R. Pinhasi and S. Sawyer,

Universitat Wien.
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the central (north-eastern) territories (Spis, Liptov,
Orava, Turiec) and the Middle Vah valley where
our graves were discovered become more and
more distinct. It seems that these regional differ-
ences date back to the end of the prehistoric times
(Benedikovdl/Pieta, in print). Southern influences
from the opposite Danube bank only highlighted
the distinction.

At the beginning of the Roman Period, the
Noric-Pannonian ‘style’ — manifested in attractive
female costume accessories — reached vast areas
of the Danube Barbaricum, including the Ptchov
culture. This is also a potential source not only
of the inhumation rite but also of the migrants
belonging to a different cultural formation. They
could be ‘heralds’ of the new colonisation wave that
migrated through the lands settled by weakened
Celtic groups in the western parts of the Ptichov
culture. This new expansion possibly interrupted
or prevented the arrival of the Quadi in Slovakia.
Nowadays, such questions — when biological mate-
rial is sufficient — can be efficiently answered with
prepared DNA and isotopic analyses.

Regardless of the origins of the individuals bur-
ied on the slopes outside the hillfort fortifications,
explaining this phenomenon we are confronted
with an important question: whether the deceased

were representatives of local people (possibly killed
in some battles) or they were sacrificed before or
after the conflict to protect the society? The graves
analysed in this paper —as a unique form of human
sacrifices — could serve ritual protection of defen-
ding communities and also a magical obstacle for
those who attempted to capture the fortifications.
On the other hand, it is possible that the sacrifice
was made by the invaders and the deceased were
members of the defeated society. In the Celtic world,
in case of imminent danger, human beings — as the
most valuable — were sacrificed instead of animals.
This phenomenon is confirmed in several ancient
written sources (Caesar BG, VI: 16). Human sacrifices
in the face of danger are also confirmed in the Ro-
man history (e.g. when Hannibal threatened Rome:
Livius, XXII: 57). Archaeological traces of similar
rituals are nothing exceptional even in the Middle
Danube Basin, including Ptichov culture sacrificial
sites. Forms of depositing human sacrifices were
variable and certainly were related to practices
devoted to specific deities. However, in the secular
spheres — such as the graves on the Puichov culture
hillforts — these were certainly exceptional situa-
tions, sacrifices to save the community of faithful
from some imminent danger or to secure its pros-

perity.
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Pohreby z véasnej doby rimskej v oblasti puchovskej kultary:
pochovani domaci alebo obetovani cudzinci?

Karol Pieta

SUHRN

Sposob pochovavania doméceho obyvatelstva doby
laténskej v zapadokarpatskej horskej oblasti nie je znamy.
Ludské pozostatky sa v tejto dobe nachadzajii v podobe
ojedinelych nespélenych kosti v sidliskovych vrstvach
alebo ako sucast obetnych miest, ktoré sa objavuju na
konci starsieho stupna strednej doby laténskej (Pieta 2010,
317-324; 2018). Objav kostrovych hrobov na neskorola-
ténskych opevneniach ptichovskej kulttry na strednom
Povazi bol prekvapenim a impulzom k prehodnoteniu
funeralnych zvyklosti i kultrno-etnickych pomerov v tej-
to oblasti na prelome doby laténskej a rimskej. Vyskumy
v Bytci-Hrabovom a v MikuSovciach umoznili novy pohlad
na tato problematiku a viedli aj k prehodnoteniu starsich
nalezov tohto typu.

Bytca-Hrabové

Na strmom svahu ponize valu neskorolaténskeho hra-
diska Hlavina (575 m n. m. Bytca-Hrabové, okres Bytca)
sa v roku 2008 zistili ludské kosti (obr. 1; 2). Odborne sa tu
preskiimali a zdokumentovali dve vedIa seba leZiace kostry
vo vystretej polohe, orientované hlavami na juh. Islo nepo-
chybne o dvojhrob (obr. 3-5). Miestami porusenti polohu
jednotlivych sticasti hrobovej vybavy sa podarilo spolahlivo
zrekonstruovat. Kostra 1 mala na pleciach spony, na hrdle
zelezny kruh, ovinuty cinovym drotom a na pravej ruke
jeden a na prstoch lavej ruky styri bronzové prstene. Odev
dopltial kozeny opasok s ozdobnymi pukli¢kami a kovania-
mi ukonceny prelamovanou bronzovou zaponou. Za hlavou
sanaslo kovové zrkadlo (obr. 6). Skelet patril 30- az 40-rocnej
Zene gracilnejstavby. V oblasti celovej kosti, naTavom spanku
ana temene lebky boli stopy po tilderoch tupym predmetom
z perimortalneho obdobia (Jakab 2011). Kostra 2 mala na
oboch ramenéch spony a v oblasti pasa Zeleznt zaponu, za
hlavou cast kovového zrkadla (obr. 7). Medzi hlavami oboch
jedincov lezala roztlatend nadobka a o niec¢o nizsie v blizkosti
hrudnika kostry 2 sa nasiel praslen. Kostra 2 patrila 20- az
30-rocnej Zene gracilnej stavby. Na lebke sa zachovali zaseky
z perimortalneho obdobia, nepochybne ako dosledok tiderov
ostrym predmetom, azda sekerou (Jakab 2011).

Pocas prieskumov sa na hradisku nasli dva hromadné
nalezy (obr. 8; 9), mnoZstvo artefaktov i Zelezna troska
ako doklad remeselnej vyroby. Podla najdenych spon bolo
hradisko vyuzivané od konca stredolaténskeho obdobia
a zaniklo na zaciatku doby rimskej (obr. 10). Do tohto obdo-
bia patri aj hromadny nélez 2 (garnittira opaska) i opisany
dvojhrob. K charakteristikam nasilného zaniku hradisk
na severnom Slovensku patri mnozstvo projektilov, najma
hroty Sipov (obr. 13; 14) a riecnych kamenov do praku.
Hroty Sipov sa na lokalite aj vyrabali (obr. 15).

Mikusovce

Hradisko MikuSovce, okres Ilava, Maly hradok (500 m
n. m.) patri k typickym malym opevneniam ptichovskej
kultary (obr. 16; 17). Na strmom zalesnenom svahu pod
valovym opevnenim sa v roku 2001 nasiel kostrovy hrob
3, ktory bol neodborne preskiimany a zdokumentovany.
V rokoch 2011-2012 sa v jeho blizkosti odborne odkryli
dalsie hroby oznacené ako hrob 1 a hrob 2 (obr. 18; 19).
V hrobe 1 lezala vo vystretej polohe v smere sever —juh
kostra blizsie neurceného jedinca vo veku adultus I spo-
lu s kostami novorodenca (infans I). Sucastou vybavy
boli bronzové spony na oboch pleciach, Sest koralikov
s transparentného skla so zlatou féliou, tri bronzové
prstene a zelezna zdpona opaska (obr. 20). Nedaleko n6h
tohto jedinca bola hlava rovnako orientovaného hrobu 2.
Bola to Zena vo veku adultus I nizkeho vzrastu (148 cm).
Jej vybavu tvorili dve spony, prsten a zapona opaska
(obr. 21). V hrobe 3 podla dochovanych fotografii (obr.
22) lezal dospely jedinec vo vystretej polohe, so sponami
na pleciach a pod bradou. V oblasti pasa sa nasli stucasti
bronzovej noricko-pandnskej opaskovej garnittry, ale
aj sklena perla a pseudofiligranovy bronzovy kruhovy
zavesok. Pri stehennej kosti lezal hrot Sipu (obr. 23).

Lokalita bola osidlena uz v eneolite a koncom doby
halstatskej. Laténske a vcasnorimske nalezy, ziskané pri
prieskumoch a sondazach predstavuju velkt vacsinu in-
ventdra naleziska (obr. 24; 25). Na lokalite sa podla roznych
informadcii ojedinele nasli dve mince. Razba velkobysterec-
kého typu bola najdend v juznej casti opevnenia, minca
typu Divinka v spodnej ¢asti vychodného svahu. V jeho
strednej Casti sa nasiel depot deviatich vel'kobystereckych
minci. Vyznamnu ¢ast nalezov predstavuju pocetné rie¢ne
kamene a hroty Sipov (obr. 26).

Ulozenie a inventar hrobov

Na naleziskach v Bytci-Hrabovom a v Mikusovciach boli
zistené dva samostatné, ale bezprostredne pri sebe leziace
hroby a dva hroby s dvomi jedincami. Vo vSetkych pripa-
doch islo o kostrové hroby vo vystretej polohe a okrem
dietata neurceného pohlavia z hrobu MikuSovce 1 to boli
vyluéne Zeny. Na oboch lokalitach boli hroby umiestnené
na strmom svahu pred opevnenim. Zosnulé mali pri sebe
najma kovové a sklené sticasti kroja, ktorého zakladom bola
dvojica spinadiel na pleciach reprezentovanych noricko-
-pandénskymi sponami. Typy A 67 a A 236 patria k cha-
rakteristickym nalezom zanikového horizontu hradisk
puchovskej kulttry (obr. 28: 1-3, 7-18). V hroboch Bytca 1
a 2 s ulozenim Styridsatro¢nej a dvadsat- az tridsatrocnej
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Zeny, ako aj v hrobe Miku$ovce 3 sanasli typy A 67bl, ¢aso-
vo spadajtce do véasnotibériovskej doby (Demetz 1999, 135).
Aj kridelkové spony z hrobu Mikusovce 3 patria k skorym
variantom A 238b (podla Garbscha), resp. 238b2 (podla
Demetza). Vzniku, rozsireniu a datovaniu tychto spinadiel
sa venovala zna¢nd pozornost (Bazovsky 2017, Cambal 2017;
Demetz 1999, 42—47; Garbsch 1985).

Opasky

Opasky zomrelych predstavuju dekorativne garnitary
(Bytca 1 a MikuSovce 3) i pasy s jednoduchym zapinanim
pomocou Zeleznej zapony neskorolaténskeho povodu (Dro-
berjar 2006, 32—-35; Madyda-Legutko 1990, 159; Salac 2010, 362).
Hrdlo Zeny z hrobu Bytca 1 zdobil otvoreny Zelezny kruh
ovinuty drétom z cinovej kompozicie, ktory nema presné
paralely, aj ked kovové nakréniky patrili v tejto dobe k ob-
Idtbenym ozdobam. K ozdobam hrdla, ale aj opaska patrili
sklené koraliky. Bronzové zavesky, podobné nélezu z hrobu
Mikusovce 3 boli znac¢ne rozsirené na neskorolaténskych
sidliskach vratane oblasti ptichovskej kultary (Benedikovd/
Pieta 2018, obr. 4; Bazovsky 2014, 166; Pieta 2014, 137, obr.
7:12). Castou ozdobou boli prstene — jednoduché obrucky
alebo dlhodobo obltibené drotené prstene s posuvnymi
koncami Beckmann typ 16 (obr. 28: 4; Beckmann 1969, 34;
Czarnecka 1989).

Zrkadld

V dvojhrobe v Byt¢i-Hrabovom mali obe Zeny za
hlavou ulozené zrkadla z bronzovej zliatiny, z ktorych
sa zachovali len kovové disky (obr. 6: 7; 7: 4). Pre proble-
matiku s zaujimavé casté vyobrazenia zrkadiel na noric-
kych nadhrobkoch (Kvetinovd 2006, 394, s literattirou) a ich
vyskyt v germéanskych hroboch véasnej doby rimskej,
¢o mozno pokladat za prvok prevzaty z vychodoalpskej
oblasti, najma v kombinacii s kovovymi stucastami tzv.
noricko-pandnskeho kroja (Adler 1976; Bemmann 1999,
165; Niezabitowska-Wisniewska 2012; Schuster 2010, 179-185;
Zeman 2017, 146, s literaturou).

Dalsie kostrové nalezy
v oblasti puchovskej kultary

Prvé véasnohistorické hroby boli na tizemi ptichov-
skej kultury zistené este koncom 19. stor. na eponymnej
lokalite Skalka v Puchove (Beninger 1937, 61, 62; Hoenning
O’Caroll/Halasa 1903, 21, 22). Na zaklade archivnych do-
kumentov viaceré z najmenej siedmich odkrytych kostro-
vych hrobov podla zisteného inventara (obr. 28) patrili do
véasnorimskeho obdobia (Prohiszka 2017). Dalsie kostrové
hroby z povazskych lokalit nie st1 datované sprievodnym
inventdrom, pripadne sa ich ndlezové okolnosti nedaja
spolahlivo overit (Udica-Okrut, Liptovska Sielnica-Lip-
tovska Mara, Lysica).

Kultové praktiky a pohreby
na naleziskach puchovskej kulttary

Hradiska v Bytc¢i-Hrabovom a v MikuSovciach st
typickymi lokalitami ptuchovskej kultury. Mnozstvo
najdenych projektilov i ndlezové stubory vratane hro-

madnych nélezov, ako aj absencia dokladov ich dalSieho
vyuZivania st sprievodnym znakom ich ndsilného zaniku
na zaciatku doby rimskej, ktory je sledovany na mnohych
dalsich lokalitach tohto typu na celom tizemi s osidlenim
puchovskej kultury, ale najméa na strednom Povazi (Pieta
2009). Ide o vyrazny fenomén, ktory bezpochyby odzr-
kadluje dramatické historické udalosti s vyznamnym
dopadom na osidlenie celej zdpadokarpatskej oblasti
isirsieho priestoru stredného Podunajska. Hroby, zistené
na oboch ndleziskach pontikaji nové moznosti vykladu
procesu zaniku puchovskych opevneni a zaroven su
prispevkom k zloZitej a dosial neobjasnenej problema-
tike pochovavania ¢i kultovych praktik v tejto oblasti
i spozndvania etnicko-kultirnych pomerov v ¢asoch
dramatickych zmien v priebehu 1. stor. po Kr. v SirSom
priestore stredného Podunajska.

V stredoeurdpskom priestore je vyvoj pochovavania
v rdmci laténskej civilizdcie pomerne dobre doloZeny.
Ukladanie zomrelych na keltskych radovych pohre-
biskach sa skoncilo na konci stupnia C1. Pre neskoro-
laténske obdobie doklady pochovavania nie st zname
(Pieta 2018; Repka 2015). V horskych oblastiach Slovenska
od konca starSej ¢i zaciatku mladsej doby Zeleznej az
do pociatku stredoveku doteraz nie si dolozené hroby
tamojsieho obyvatelstva. Nositelia ptchovskej kultury
podobne ako aj iné spolocenstva laténskej civilizacie
zrejme nahradenim viery v posmrtny zZivot predstavou
o reinkarndcii stratili zdujem o uctievanie ¢i starostli-
vost o pozostatky mrtvych (Pieta 1982, 191). Ohen ako
sprostredkovatel kontaktov pozemského a nadpozem-
ského sveta dominuje prevahe archeologicky i pisomne
doloZenych ndboZenskych obradov doby laténskej véitane
kultovych miest v zapadnych Karpatoch (Prosné — Pieta/
Moravcik 1980; Slatina — Pieta 2018). Niekedy boli podla
miestnej zvyklosti obetované zvierata spalované a casti
nespalenych Tudskych tiel zasa ukladané do obetnych
jam (Liptovska Mara — Pieta 1982,198-201; Pieta/Stloukal
1991). Podla stucasného stavu badania sa zda, ze masivna
zmena v osidleni ptichovskej kulttry, ktora sa jasne ¢rta
horizontom znicenych hradisk s hromadnymi nalezmi
na zaciatku doby rimskej znamenala aj urcité preruse-
nie nabozenskych tradicii vratane , ohniovych” ritualov.
V Liptovskej Mare bola svétyna v stupni LTD2 opustend
a pri prestavbe opevnenia v stupni Bla uz toto posvéatné
miesto s dlhou tradiciou nebolo respektované. Zda sa
viak, Ze v niektorych regiénoch staré kremacné ritualy
prezivali aj nadalej (Blatnica, Mosovce; obr. 30).

Kostrové hroby doby rimskej v oblasti naddunajského
barbarika s jednoznac¢nou prevahou kremacného pocho-
véavania st zvlastnym, opakovane analyzovanym fenomé-
nom (Bemmann/Vofs 2007; Kvetdnovd 2008; Lichardus 1984;
Pollak 1980, 11-13). Odlisnost inhumac¢ného pohrebného
ritu bola vysvetlovana roézne: socialnym postavenim,
inou kmenovou prislusnostou, ¢i vplyvom provincial-
neho prostredia. Kostrové hroby v prostredi ptichovskej
kultary, ako uz bolo spomenuté, nevykazuju vazby na
silne tradicné domace prostredie, a to ani pohrebnym
ritom, a len ¢iastocne svojim kovovym inventarom. Kroj
zomrelych jasne inklinuje k okruhu noricko-panénskych
0zdob, najma spon a opaskov, ktory je, ako sa ukazuje, skor
tazko uchopitelnym a znacne variabilnym , médnym”
trendom starSej doby rimskej nez exportom uceleného
stylu odievania ¢i zdobenia tak v provincidlnom, ako aj
v barbarskom prostredi (Rothe 2013).
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Zavery

Na zaciatku doby rimskej doslo na tizemi ptichovskej
kultary k zdsadnym zmendm sidliskovej Struktury,
nepochybne spojenym s politickymi turbulenciami a ne-
pochybne aj s vyznamnymi etnickymi presunmi. Pohyby
v tomto smere naznacuju pisomné spravy, tykajtice sa
vzniku nového mocenského fenoménu na zdpadnom
Slovensku — Vanniovho kralovstva a bojovych kontaktov
Kvadov a zakarpatskych Lugiov. Stcastou tychto zmien
bol aj novy fenomén opisany v tejto studii — skupinky ko-
strovych hrobov, v predpoliach vySinnych opevneni. Nie
je zname, ¢i k pochovaniam doslo pred alebo po zaniku
hradisk, ktory sa udial priblizne v rovnakom case. Su to
hroby alebo nezname ritudlne pohreby? Umiestnenie
v osidlenom priestore a na strmych svahoch pred opev-
nenim vyvolava predstavu, Ze nejde o standardny sposob
pochovavania miestnej populdcie, ako to naznacuju aj
zranenia na hlavach zien z Bytce-Hrabového a mozno aj
hrot ipu pri kostre 3 v MikuSovciach. Naviac, inhumacné
pochovavanie (a pochovavanie ako také) nemalo na tizemi
puchovskej kultury ziadnu tradiciu. V hroboch néjdené
opaskové garnitury a spony do urcitej miery evokuju
smer povodu tychto jedincov v prialpskej oblasti. Sirenie
norického vplyvu na sever bolo mozné sledovat uz v nesko-

rokeltskom osidleni zapadného Slovenska, ¢o sa prejavuje
vo viacerych aspektoch materidlnej kulttiry, mimo iného
aj sirenim viacerych typov keramiky z vychodonorickej
oblasti na zapadné Slovensko (Cambal et al. 2014, 67; Pieta
1996, 190; 2010, 54; Pieta/Plachd 1999, 200, 201). Este zretel-
nejsie mozno kontakty s juhom sledovat v rozsireni minci
z Panonie ¢i Norika, ktoré st evidované ajna ptichovskom
uzemi, avSak prevazne len v jeho zdpadnej Casti, ktora sa
odvijala do istej miery odlisne od centralnej casti ptichov-
skej kultary.

Zaciatkom doby rimskej noricko-panénsky ,styl”
v podobe atraktivnych doplnkov Zenského kroja prenikol
do rozsiahlych priestorov vratane tizemia ptchovskej
kulttary. Touto cestou sa z formujuiceho sa provincialneho
prostredia hypoteticky mohol na Povazie dostat nielen
kostrovy ritus, ale mozno aj prislusnici, ¢i prislusnicky
nového obyvatelstva, prenikajiceho (azda ako sti¢ast novej
kolonizacnej viny, ktort zav1$il prichod Kvadov na zapad-
né Slovensko) do uvolneného priestoru osidlenia zdpadnej
casti puchovského tizemia, v tom case oslabeného vojno-
vymi udalostami (plosné znicenie ptichovskych hradisk).
V sticasnosti podobné hypotetické tivahy, pri vhodnom
biologickom materidli, pomahajti efektivne riesit analyzy
izotopov stroncia a DNA.?

2 Analyza osteologického materidlu z hrobov v Bytci-Hrabove a v MikuSovciach v laboratdriu R. Pinhasiho, Universitat Wien

pripravuje S. Sawyer.



