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New sites from the Scythian Period on the right bank of the Danube : Data to the connections of the Vekerzug and
Hallstatt cultures from the territory of Budapest

During the past decade two new Middle Iron Age sites were discovered in the Danube’s right bank area in Budapest.
Both Békasmegyer-Eszaki véroskapu and Nagytétény-Tétényliget are only partially excavated; their material can be
dated roughly to the Ha D phase, i.e. to the 6'"-5" centuries BC, approximately. Despite being located on the eastern
periphery of the Transdanubian Hallstatt culture’s distribution area, the main characteristics of their archaeological
record link them with the Scythian Period populations of the Great Hungarian Plain and the Pest Plain in the first
place. This is a well known and well-studied phenomenon: Scythian type finds frequently appear in Transdanubian
sites, especially in the Danube elbow area. Currently 19 sites, dated to the Early and Middle Iron Ages, are known from
the territory of Budapest. The inhabitation of the eastern, Pest side is of homogenous Scythian character, while on the
western, Buda side the settlements of the Hallstatt culture and the sites — mainly burials or cemeteries — of the Vekerzug
culture appear side by side.

INTRODUCTION

During the Middle Iron Age the larger area of today’s Budapest was part of an interference zone of two
major archaeological complexes, both of which fundamentally determined Europe’s cultural relations at
the time. People of the Vekerzug culture (of mixed origin, embracing both local and eastern components,
representing Scythian elements) encountered here with communities of the Transdanubian Hallstatt
culture (of overwhelmingly Central European roots and connections). Therefore, this is an ideal area to
study this lasting interaction — provided, suitable sites are available. In this respect, the discovery and
partial excavation of two new sites on the western, Buda side of the Hungarian capital during the past
decade meant a major step forward. In the followings the results of these excavations are presented to
add to the current picture on the connections between the Vekerzug and Hallstatt cultures in the region
as well as in the whole Carpathian Basin.

THE SITES

Békéasmegyer-Eszaki véroskapu (Northern City Gate) is located in the 3% district of Budapest, in a
distance of about 500-900 m from the right bank of the Danube (Fig. 1: 1). In 2008 a testing was conducted
on the site by Orsolya Lang, as a result of which four Middle Iron Age phenomena became discovered
(Ldng 2009).

Nagytétény-Tétényliget is located in the 22" district of Budapest, in a distance of about 600-700 m
from the right bank of the Danube (Fig. 1: 2). During March 2012 preliminary excavations were carried

! Iam grateful to Katalin Sebdk for the English translation of the manuscript.
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out here, led by Jozsef Beszédes, preceding the reconstruction of the Budapest-Tarnok railway line. Alto-
gether three Middle Iron Age phenomena were unearthed (Beszédes et al. 2013).

Fig. 1. Middle Iron Age sites in the territory of Budapest. 1 — Békasmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu; 2 — Nagytétény-Tétényli-
get.

The two sites show a number of similarities regarding not only their geographical and cultural
positions, but also the character of their archaeological record. As the Middle Iron Age burials unearthed
in the two sites show very little variation in basic funerary rite, characteristics of the grave pits, or
typological composition of the grave good sets, their joint presentation seems logical.? Several other
phenomena with uncertain dating, some of which might also belong to the Middle Iron Age horizon,
were left out from the processing. The anthropological processing of the cremated human remains was
not carried out up to date, thus the sex and age at death of the deceased is not determined.

THE RESULTS OF THE EXCAVATIONS

Budapest, District 3

Békasmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu/Northern City Gate

Located between the Barat creek — Orszag str. — Hadrianus str. — Kiralyok str., Parcel Number 65554/27-28-29. Ar-
chaeological periods: Early Bronze Age (settlement phenomena with poorish finding material), Middle Iron Age (four
scattered cremation burials).

2 I am indebted to Orsolya Lang and Jozsef Beszédes for their permission to process and publish the Iron Age materials of
their sites.
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Fig. 2. Middle Iron Age features at Békasmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu.
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Features

SU (stratigraphic unit) 11 (Fig. 2: 1). Scattered cremation burial. The gravepit is NE-SW directed, rounded quad-
rangular in shape, with three postholes in the southern, western and northern corners. The cremated remains were
deposited in a small heap in the northern part of the gravepit, while the grave goods were piled up in the western
corner. The set included a small, hand-formed biconical vessel, as well as fragments of some more (bowls with inverted
rim and a vessel handle), a wheel-turned bowl, several bronze objects (hairrings, a bracelet fragment, and a trilobate
inner socketed arrowhead), as well as fragments of a strongly corroded iron horse-bit, some glass pearls, and a shell
(Fig. 4: 1-9). There is no trace of secondary burning on the ceramic vessels, but their overall state is highly fragmentary.
Partially under the eastern profile.

SU 23 (Fig. 2: 2). Scattered cremation burial. The shallow gravepit is NW-SE directed, rounded triangular in shape.
The cremated remains were deposited in its northern end. A single, hand-formed, featureless sherd was found in the
infill. Partially under the western profile.

SU 29 (Fig. 2: 3). Larger, shallow pit, directed approximately by the cardinal points. It is rounded quadrangular in
shape, with sloping sides. The infill contained some burnt daub pieces, as well as fragments of hand-formed vessels:
a bowl with inverted rim, and a pot (Fig. 4: 10-11). The feature’s primary function was described as uncertain by the
excavators; but, as both its shape, size, direction, and relative position inside the site show great similarities with those
of the burials, it might be interpreted as a symbolic grave or an unurned cremation burial with no incinerated remains.

SU 30 (Fig. 2: 4). Scattered cremation burial. The relatively shallow gravepit is NE-SW directed, of medium size,
rounded quadrangular in shape, with steep sides. The cremated remains were deposited in the northeastern part, while
the pit’s infill contained a few fragments of hand-formed vessels, with the rim fragment of a vessel with outcurving rim
amongst them (Fig. 4: 12).

Budapest, District 22

Budapest-Tarnok railway line - site 8, Nagytétény-Tétényliget
Archaeological periods: Middle Iron Age (possible cremation burials), Roman Period (settlement features, Panno-
nian limes).

Features

SU 21 (Fig. 3: 1). Scattered cremation burial. The cremated remains and the grave goods were deposited together
on the bottom of the large, shallow, round gravepit. The grave good set included hand-formed pots and a bowl with
inverted rim, and also, a biconical spindle whorl (Fig. 5: 1-4). Partially under the southern profile.

SU 24 (Fig. 3: 2). Large pit, rounded quadrangular in shape, with steep walls and a flat bottom. The bottom is en-
circled by a narrow trench running by the feet of the walls; its dark infill suggests that it might belonged to a lining
or to some kind of inner plank structure. The pit’s infill contained fragments of a wheel-turned vessel and a hand-for-
med pot (Fig. 5: 5-6). The feature’s primary function cannot be determined with certainity. The excavators described it
as a Roman Period pit house, but the small size, the lack of postholes, the overall lack of coeval residential features on
the site, and some characteristic Vekerzug type sherds in the infill make this interpretation unlikely. This one is very
much unlike any other Iron Age feature on the site regarding both depth and the scarce and fragmented find material.
A comparison with similar phenomena observed in some settlements of the period (e.g. Sopron-Krautacker — Jerem et
al. 1984, 67; Schwellnus 2011, 365, fig. 5), together with the complete lack of human remains allows one to interpret this
feature as a settlement structure (semisunken building, or basement). By its position inside the site, however, it can also
be a plundered grave.

SU 25 (Fig. 3: 3). Large pit, rounded quadrangular in shape, with sloping walls and a flat bottom, directed approxi-
mately by the cardinal points. Hand-formed bowls and a bowl with inverted rim, a wheel-turned cup and a grindsto-
ne fragment were deposited on the bottom (Fig. 6). The feature’s primary function is somewhat uncertain: it could have
been either a symbolic burial or an unurned burial without human remains. Partially under the northern profile.

FUNERARY CUSTOMS

Scattered/unurned burial is a characteristic, in some places even dominant practice in the cemeteries
of the Hallstatt culture (Molndr 20064, 205, 206; Novinszki-Groma 2017, 474). In the Vekerzug culture it is
usually linked with the Scythian Period communities of the forest steppe zone, i.e., with the Middle
Dniestr region in the first place (Kemenczei 2001, 16). The highest proportion of scattered burials in the
biritual cemeteries of the Vekerzug culture, sometimes reaching up to 90 %, was observed in Northeast
Hungary and in Transcarpathia (T6th 2012, 65).

The shape of the gravepits in both sites is in almost every case more or less rounded quadrangu-
lar. Perhaps the only exception is Nagytétény-Tétényliget SU 21 with a probably rounded gravepit (the
feature is only partially excavated, which makes, to some extent, any reconstruction uncertain). All
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Fig. 3. Middle Iron Age features at Nagytétény-Tétényliget.



480

FARKAS MARTON TOTH

0 5cm

Fig. 4. Find material from Békdsmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu. 1-9 — SU 11; 10, 11 — SU 29; 12 — SU 30.
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features are relatively large, around or over 1 m in diameter, but, except for Nagytétény-Tétényliget SU
24, shallow. Quadrangular gravepits are characteristic to the Hallstatt burials (e.g. Fertérakos-Koéhidai
dt16 — Durkovi¢ 2009), and also appear, even if much less frequently than rounded ones, in the burials of
the Vekerzug culture (Zetochovi 2017, 260).

Traces of a pristine superstructure were observed with certainity in only one case: the three postholes
on the bottom of the gravepit in Békdsmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu SU 11 may belonged to a burial chamber
or a case. Nagytétény-Tétényliget SU 24, interpreted as a gravepit, might be an other example: a shallow
trench runs around the pit’s bottom, by the walls’ feet. The phenomenon, usually interpreted as trace of a
funerary superstructure made of wood, is linked in general with mound/tumulus burials, various forms
of which sometimes also appear in sites of the Vekerzug culture (Galdntha 1985, 120, 121; Kemenczei 2009,
32; Scholtz 2008, 235-241). Rounded gravepits with postholes rarely appear in the flat-grave cemeteries
of the Transdanubian Hallstatt culture as well (Molndr 2014). Wooden burial chambers, a characteristic
of the forest steppe zone, are known from both skeleton and cremation burials in the region (Cegléd-
Hordégyar — Dinnyés 1982, 55; Csanytelek-Ujhalasté — Galdntha 1986, 70, 71; Hetény/Chotin — Kozubovi
2013, 244; Mezbcsat-Horesogos — Kemenczei 2009, 32; Sandorfalva-Eperjes — Galdntha 1985, 118; Szenc/
Senec — Chropovsky 1962, 133, fig. 2), but the best analogy of Békasmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu SU 11 might
be a burial with weaponry from Batmonostor-Szurdok (Gyucha et al. 2015, 181, fig. 1: 2). Similar funerary
superstructures are known from larger tumuli as well as from flat-grave cemeteries of the Hallstatt
culture (Schifer 2017, 275, fig. 7). Graves with a wooden burial chamber also appear in coeval burials of
the Lausitz culture (Buck 1986). At the same time, a connection between Békasmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu
and perhaps Nagytétény-Tétényliget and the Great Hungarian Plain as well as the forest steppe and
grass steppe zones may be assumed (Galdntha 1981, 46; 1986, 70; Kemenczei 2009, 32, 33).

The gravepits’ size, small depth, and direction (registering with the cardinal points or declining
by 30-45°) are frequently recurring but not exclusive characteristics in both Transdanubia and in the
territory of Eastern Hungary (Galdntha 1981, 45; Chochorowski 1985, 136; Kemenczei 2009, 31; Nagy 1939,
50). The diversity in the ashes’ position inside the gravepit, as well as the relatively small quantity of the
interred cremated human remains are also similar to the burials in the above-mentioned areas (Molnair
20064, 207). The occasional lack of human remains can be explained by the presence of symbolic burials
(kenotaphs), by a later disturbance of some graves, or, in the case of children’s burials, by a more perfect
incineration of the body (Galdntha 1981, 43; Gyucha et al. 2015, 182; Molnar 20064, 216).

The presence of smaller fragments of ceramic vessels in the infill of the graves (e.g. Békasmegyer-
Eszaki varoskapu SU 11) might reflects preceding stages of the funerary process: they were either put
on the pyre along with the deceased, or became deliberately destroyed as part of the funeral ceremony
preceding their deposition in the grave (Kozubovi 2013, 284, 285; Molndr 2006a, 207; Zetochovd 2017, 262).

The presence of a grindstone fragment in Nagytétény-Tétényliget SU 25 is by no means a unique phe-
nomenon: large, flat stones and grindstones, probably with a special meaning added on the occasion, are
frequently deposited as offerings in the burials of the Vekerzug culture (Kemenczei 2009, 94, 95; Zetochova
2017, 257).

In summary, the funerary customs observed in the burials of Békasmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu and
Nagytétény-Tétényliget basically fit in the general picture of the Early and Middle Iron Age of Trans-
danubia, but the exclusiveness of the scattered/unurned rite, the presence of funerary superstructures in
the case of Békdsmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu SU 11 and perhaps of Nagytétény-Tétényliget SU 24, and the
grindstone offering in Nagytétény-Tétényliget SU 25 together seem to mark strong connections with the
territories east of the Danube, i.e., with the funerary practice of the Vekerzug culture.

MATERIAL

Pottery

The majority of the vessels in the material of both sites is hand-formed. The relatively rich funerary
set of Békasmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu SU 11 comprised fragments of bowls with inverted or vertical rim
(one of the most frequently appearing types in the period; Fig. 4: 5-6), a fragment of a ribbon handle (Fig.
4: 4), and a small, undecorated biconical vessel with no handles (Fig. 4: 2), the analogies of which may
be found in the burials of the Vekerzug culture as well as in the tumuli of the Kustanfalva/Kustanovice
group (Tiszavasvari-Ddzsatelep, grave 60 — Kemenczei 2009, 152, pl. 113: 3; Nevitskoe 1. kurgan, UA —
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Fig. 5. Find material from Nagytétény-Tétényliget. 1-4 — SU 21; 5, 6 — SU 24.
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Popovich 2006, fig. 34: 11). This biconical vessel type is characteristic to the burials of the Middle Iron
Age. As a grave good, it probably contained some kind of liquid offering: drink, oil, or balm. A small,
wheel-turned bowl represents an interesting example of early recycling: the original vessel was probably
a biconical jar with convex sides, the lower conus of which was transformed into a conical bowl by
clipping and polishing (Fig. 4: 3).

Both the bowl with inverted rim (Fig. 4: 10) and a more robust pot (Fig. 4: 11), the fragments of which
were deposited in Békasmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu SU 25, represent characteristic types of the period.
The outcurving rim fragment of a well-polished, dark grey vessel (Fig. 4: 12) found in SU 30 at the same
site marks the persistence of Late Bronze Age pottery traditions.

The vessel set deposited in Nagytétény-Tétényliget SU 25 contains basic types of the Vekerzug
culture’s ceramic inventory, including hand-formed types like bowls with inverted or vertical rim and
boss decoration (Fig. 6: 2, 5-6, 8), as well as fragments of several barrel-shaped pots (Fig. 6: 3—4), and a
wheel-turned, biconical cup with a high-swung ribbon handle (Fig. 6: 1). There was also a small fragment
of a bowl with channelled, inverted rim in the grave (Fig. 6: 7). This type is of Late Bronze Age origin; it
appears less frequently in the material of Early Iron Age sites, but examples may be found in assemblages
dated as late as up to the Hallstatt C phase (Jaky 2016, 155). Despite its context this sherd cannot be held
as a chronological marker: similar vessels with turban rim, reflecting Late Bronze Age pottery traditions
are known from burials of the Vekerzug culture (e.g. Szentes-Vekerzug 77. sir — Parducz 1954, 39, fig. 26:
3). Furthermore, the presence of just one small fragment might only mark a Late Bronze Age cemetery
located in the vicinity (Beszédes/Szilas 2007, 234-239).

The vessel set in SU 21 at the same site comprises basically the same hand-formed types: a bowl with
inverted rim (Fig. 5: 3), a flowerpot-shaped pot (Fig. 5: 4), and a large asymmetrical barrel-shaped pot
with boss decoration under the rim (Fig. 5: 1). Beside these, an undecorated, biconical spindle whorl was
deposited in the grave, which is a common addition to women’s burials in the period (Fig. 5: 2).

The ceramic grave goods in Nagytétény-Tétényliget SU 24 were rather fragmentary, but the recon-
structed set registers with the previous ones, comprising fragments of lesser, unidentifiable hand-formed
vessels, as well as a flowerpot-shaped pot with boss decoration under the rim (Fig. 5: 5), and a wheel-
turned vessel with a convex body (Fig. 5: 6).

In general, the hand-formed types of both sites reflect the pottery tradition of the Vekerzug culture
(embracing Late Bronze Age traits as well), but, unlike the nearest coeval cemetery of Pomaz (Kemenczei
1977, fig. 2: 4-6; 4), show no influence of the Transdanubian Hallstatt culture. The wheel-turned types
underpin the connection with the territory of the Great Hungarian Plain.

As for the chronological position of the ceramic assemblages, some characteristics of the wheel-turned
pottery might be conclusive. The convex side fragment in Nagytétény-Tétényliget SU 24 shows marks of
advanced wheel-turning. The wheel-turned, biconical cup with a high-swung ribbon handle in SU 25 at
the same site represents an emblemic type of the Vekerzug culture (Bottydn 1955, 13; Chochorowski 1985,
35; Kemenczei 2009, 104). The earliest appearance of wheel-turned pottery in the Carpathian Basin may
be dated to the turn of the 7*—6'" centuries BC, but the technology only becomes widespread around
the first half of the 6" century BC (Czifra et al. 2011, 237, Romsauer 1991, 336). Therefore, the features of
Békasmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu and Nagytétény-Tétényliget cannot be older than the turn of the 7"-6
centuries BC, but, based on the presence of an advanced, uncombined wheel-turning technology (Czifra,
in press)®, a terminus post quem dating to the mid of the 6" century BC seems much more likely.

Metal objects

Of the features under study only Békdsmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu SU 11 contained any metal objects.
All the appearing types are characteristic grave goods in the burials of the Vekerzug culture.

The heavily corroded, fragmented iron object probably belonged to a harness, i.e., horsebit (Fig. 4: 1).
It was in such a bad state that its conservation was not possible.

The elongated bronze fragment with round transect was probably a bracelet, which must have been
part of the deceased’s attire, and thus became burned on the pyre along with it (Fig. 4: 9). Similar bracelets,
made of bronze or iron, were popular pieces of jewellery in this period. The type’s appearance in the
Vekerzug culture marks the influence of the Hallstatt culture’s fashion trends (Kemenczei 2009, 84).

* T would like to thank Szabolcs Czifra for making his unpublished manuscript available.
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The spiral-shaped bronze hairrings represent a type characteristic exclusively to the Vekerzug culture
(Chochorowski 1985, 61; Kemenczei 2002, 29; 2009, 79). The examples from SU 11 were made of thick bronze
wire; they both had a convex nailhead and a small knob in the middle (Fig. 4: 8). This exact type variant
has numerous analogies (e.g. Oroshaza-Gyoparos — Juhdsz 1972, 11-13, fig. 11; Piliny — Kemenczei 2009, pl.
173: 12-15; Tapidszele, Grave 420 — Parducz 1966, pl. LXVII: 8, 9). The basic type is of eastern origin, while
several new variations evolved in the territory of the Great Hungarian Plain. The earliest examples can
be dated back to the second half of the 7 century BC, and the type remained in fashion until the 4"
century BC (Kemenczei 2002, 70; Kemenczei 2009, 80, 81). Spiral-shaped hairrings in skeleton burials of
women are usually positioned near the forehead. This might suggest that the type was probably a part of
the women’s attire, but, as numerous examples are known from cremation burials, such statements will
always remain somewhat uncertain. Even the other metal goods deposited in the grave, i.e. a trilobate
bronze arrowhead and an iron horse harness, cannot shed light on the gender of the deceased, as during
the period these types may had been applied to the burials of both sexes (Hellmuth Kramberger 2017a, 244;
Terzan/Hellmuth/Heimann 2011, 263-270). Several studies suggest that the spiral-shaped bronze hairrings
might had a role in symbolic communication as markers of either social position and/or cultural identity,
with the bearer identifying as part of the Vekerzug culture, a trait which must have had an extra special
meaning in Transdanubian sites (Gyucha 2018, 28, 29; Kemenczei 2002, 63). More than fifty sites with spiral-
shaped bronze earrings are known from the Carpathian Basin; of these, five sites with altogether 17
examples are located in Transdanubia (Ilon 2017, 98-100).

The trilobate, cast bronze arrowhead with inner shaft and a pentangular profile represents the most
frequently used weapon of the Scythian Period (Fig. 4: 7). The first, Early Scythian arrowheads appear in
the Carpathian Basin as early as the mid of the 7" century BC, but even more archaic type variants are
known from Transylvanian burials (Hellmuth 2014, 7, Kemenczei 1994, 97). These early examples are char-
acterized by an exceptional variability in both size and shape, while the classical and late variants are
usually trilobate, with a short inner or outer shaft, and a trapezoid or triangular profile. The arrowhead
in Békdsmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu SU 11 represents the most widespread type variant in the territory
of Budapest, with more examples known from Rakospalota-Mogyordd str. 42 and Soroksar-Haraszti str.
(T6th 2018, 99, 105). Examples of this type frequently appear in burials dated to the classical phase of the
Vekerzug culture (Piliny — Kemenczei 2009, pl. 171: 11-13; Hetény/Chotin, SK — Kozubouvd 2009, fig. 4: 3, 9,
11, 12, 15; 7: 38, 48; Szenc/Senec, SK — Kozubovi 2009, fig. 6: 10). While this exact type variant appears in
the steppe region as early as the mid of the 7" century BC, one must agree with A. Kozubovd (2009, 73, 74,
76, 77) regarding the supposed timeframe of its use in the territory of the Carpathian Basin, and set it
between (preferably the second half of) the 6" century BC and the first half of the 5 century BC.

Miscellaneous objects

Békasmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu SU 11 also contained a glass bead and a shell (Fig. 4: 1), both of which
are present in field documentation (including descriptions, drawings and photos), but perished during
conservation. Together with the bracelet and the hairrings the glass bead could have been part of the
deceased’s attire.

Nagytétény-Tétényliget SU 25 contained, beside ceramic sherds, a grindstone fragment made of fine-
grain volcanic rock (Fig. 6: 9). Provided the interpretation of this feature as a burial is accepted, the
presence of the grindstone fragment might be explained as an appearance of a special funerary custom.
Burials with a stone deposit are regular, if not frequent, phenomena in the cemeteries of the Scythian
Period (Ilon 1985, 82; Kemenczei 2009, 94, 95, 187; Scholtz 2015, 135), appearing in several other sites in the
territory of Budapest as well (Rakospalota, Mogyordd utja 42 — Horvidth 2001, 41, fig. 8; Soroksar, Akacos-
dal6 — Bencze/Biroczky/Szigeti 2010, 166). From a typological point of view the interred stones show great
variability: a chipped cutting tool, a firestone, a whetstone, a grinding- or polishing stone, a slingstone,
a flat stone with an unidentified primary function, or even a simple pebble were all fit for purpose. The
possible interpretations include, beside explaining their appearance in this context as a simple reference
to their original function, the presence of an added, ritual meaning (Csalog/Kisfaludi 1985, 337-339).
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Fig. 6. Find material from Nagytétény-Tétényliget SU 25.
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CONCLUSIONS

The burials at Békasmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu may be dated by the typological characteristics of the
bronze hairring, the arrowhead and the wheel-turned pottery; in the case of Nagytétény-Tétényliget only
the latter is available to provide a basis for a chronological estimation. Based on these finds both sites can
be dated to the Ha D phase, i.e., to the 65" centuries BC. The low number of chronological markers,
together with a poorish find material in the features in general, exclude the possibility of both a more
precise absolute dating of the sites, a description of their relative chronological positions, or an intrasite
stratification.

Despite being positioned in the right bank area of the Danube, i.e. on the territory of the Transdanu-
bian Hallstatt culture, both the features and the find material seem to link the presented sites with the
Scythian Period Vekerzug culture and the Pest Plain in the first place. Considering the high number
of Scythian type finds and assemblages in Transdanubia and especially in the Danube elbow area
(Kemenczei 1977, Kemenczei 2010, 114, fig. 10) this cannot be a surprise. Several hypotheses describe diverse
aspects of this situation already, while a current proliferation of available resources as a result of research
of the last decades enables the integration of at least some of these particular ideas in a comprehensive
interpretation.

The control of natural resources and exchange routes must have been of utmost importance for the
communities of eastern origin in both facilitating colonization, and allowing the establishment of a sus-
tainable power structure and a sphere of influence in the new territories (Ilon 2004, 77; Parducz 1965a, 300).
A current state of research suggests that this process was started by an invasion of warriors, who arrived
here from the east at the dawn of the Scythian Period of the Carpathian Basin (i.e. sometime during
the second half of the 7" century BC), and carried out a military campaign here (Chochorowski 2014,
32-44; Hellmuth Kramberger 2017b, 584; Novdk 2017, 197-208, 211-215; Szabd/Czajlik/Reményi 2014, 5, 6; Toth
2017b, 427, 428). A status quo was reached by the 6 century BC, when the autochtonous populations of
Transdanubia and the Vekerzug type communities east of the Danube seemed to live peacefully together
(Gal/Molndr 2005, 183, 184; Molndr 2006b, 341). The appearance of Vekerzug type burials in Transdanubia
during this period suggests some infiltration in the area, the reasons behind which might even include
exogamy. The connection seems to be heavily asymmetrical: while the Vekerzug type features in Trans-
danubia usually appear in closed assemblages with large numbers of characteristic objects (e.g. bronze
arrowheads, quiver mounts, hairrings, iron horsebits and battle axes, pintaderas, wheel-turned vessels;
Kemenczei 2010, 116), objects reflecting the Hallstatt tradition in the material of Scythian settlements in
the Great Hungarian Plain are much less frequent. And, when they occur, the reasons behind their
presence is different: bracelets and fibulae might mark the adoption of fashion and jewellery trends,
while exclusive vessels of the Eastern Alps pottery tradition probably arrived here via exchange routes.
The grave good assemblages in the burials of the elite (e.g. Artand — Pirducz 1965b; Regoly — Fekete/Szabé
2017), and also, in some flat-grave cemeteries (e.g. Dédestapolcsany-Verebce-tet6 — Toth 2012; Szentlérinc
— Jerem 1968) represent an extended connection web.

The area of Budapest, due to its location and geomorphology together with a high habitat variabil-
ity, was a special place for settling, exchange, and thus, maintaining contacts throughout the ages. The
Danube, flowing north to south, acted as both a natural border and a communication route. On the
eastern side, the Pest Plain opened way towards the Great Hungarian Plain, while the long valleys of the
Buda Mountains on the western side facilitated trespassing towards Northern Transdanubia. Numerous
fords were available in the area, securing connection between the two sides. The habitats, allowing very
diverse subsistence strategies to be a success at the same time, included waterside environment with
more or less permanent islands, elevated loess or sand banks of creeks, terraces of the Danube, hillside
environment, and even a few thermal springs on the Buda side.

Natural conditions so can be a reason for the relative abundance of known Early and Middle Iron
Age sites from an area of only 525 km? that is Budapest today. The approximately 19 sites are even more
appreciated considering the characteristics and numerous limitations of city archaeology, and the highly
fragmented and asymmetrical archaeological topography built this way (Fig. 1). Up to date, the eastern
(Pest) side, together with the islands of the Danube provided altogether three Early Iron Age Prescythian
and 9 Middle Iron Age Vekerzug type sites. On the western (Buda) side, beside a Prescythian burial and
two Vekerzug type sites (Békdsmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu, Nagytétény-Tétényliget), five well-dated and
two uncertain Hallstatt settlements are known, meaning that the Hallstatt settlements and the cemeteries
of the Vekerzug culture existed side by side in this area. A relative new discovery, still under processing,
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seems to add to this picture: in the material of the long-lived Ha C-D settlement at Budapest District 3,
Csticshegy-Harsanylejtd, beside the usual Hallstatt type material a Scythian type bronze arrowhead
and a Vekerzug-type pintadera were unearthed (Toth 2017a, 55, 61). Their appearance in this context,
together with the cemeteries at Békasmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu and Nagytétény-Tétényliget emphasizes
on the peaceful living together and rather intensive connections of the two cultural spheres in the area

of Budapest.
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Nové lokality zo skytskeho obdobia na pravom brehu Dunaja

Fakty o vztahoch medzi vekerzugskou a halstatskou kultirou na izemi Budapesti
Farkas Marton Téth

Sthrn

V priebehu strednej doby Zeleznej bolo velké tizemie dnesnej Budapesti sticastou rozhrania dvoch velkych
archeologickych celkov — lud vekerzugskej kulttry (zmiesaného povodu, obsahujticej miestne aj vychodné zlozky
a reprezentujucej skytske prvky) sa tu stretdval s komunitami zadunajskej halStatskej kultury (s vyraznymi
stredoeurdépskymi korefimi a vdazbami). Je to teda optimalna oblast pre Stadium tejto trvalej interakcie. V poslednych
dvoch desatrociach boli v Budapesti na pravom brehu Dunaja objavené dve nové polohy zo strednej doby Zeleznej —
Békasmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu a Nagytétény-Tétényliget. Obidve boli len ¢iastocne preskiimané. Tieto dve polohy
vykazuju mnoZstvo podobnosti nielen ¢o sa tyka ich geografickej a kultirnej polohy, ale aj povahy archeologickych
faktov. KedZe hroby zo strednej doby Zeleznej, ktoré boli odkryté na tychto dvoch naleziskach, sa velmi nelisia
zakladnym pohrebnym ritom, tvarom hrobovych jam ani typologickym zloZenim hrobovej vybavy, budu prezentované
spolu.

Na nalezisku Békasmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu boli objavené tri isté (SU 11, SU 23, SU 30) Ziarové hroby a jeden
neisty (SU 29) rozptyleny ziarovy hrob. Z troch znamych objektov zo strednej doby Zeleznej na lokalite Nagytétény-
Tétényliget (SU 21, SU 24, SU 25) mézeme len jeden (SU 21) s istotou interpretovat ako rozptyleny Ziarovy hrob. Hroby
sa daju datovat na zaklade typoldgie nalezov (v ruke a na kruhu tvarovanych nadob, praslenu, Zelezného zubadla,
fragmentu bronzového naramku, trojhranného hrotu $ipu, Spiralovej zdusnice a fragmentu brusika) zhruba do fazy
HD, t.j. to 6.-5. stor. pred n. 1.

Napriek tomu, Ze sa obe lokality nachadzaji na vychodnom okraji oblasti rozsirenia zadunajskej halstatskej kulttry,
hlavné archeologické atributy ich v prvom rade spéjaji s populaciami skytskeho obdobia z Velkej dunajskej kotliny
a z Pestianskej kotliny. Casty vyskyt nalezov skytskeho typu na zadunajskych naleziskach, najma v oblasti ohybu
Dunaja, je velmi znamy a dobre preskiimany jav. Niekolko hypotéz uz opisuje rozne aspekty tejto situdcie, zatial ¢o
narast mnozstva dostupnych zdrojov vdaka vyskumu v poslednych desatroc¢iach umoznil zahrnutie aspon niektorych
z tychto myslienok do komplexnej interpretacie.

Kontrola prirodnych zdrojov a obchodnych ciest musela byt extrémne dolezita pre komunity vychodného povodu
jednak pre jednoduchsiu kolonizaciu tizemi, jednak umoznovala vytvorenie udrzatelnej mocenskej Struktury a sféry
vplyvu na novych tizemiach. Stcasny stav badania naznacuje, Ze tento proces sa zacal invaziou bojovnikov, ktori sem
prisli z vychodu na pociatku skytskeho obdobia (t. j. niekedy v priebehu druhej polovice 7. stor. pred n. 1.) a uskuto¢nili
v tejto oblasti vojenskt vypravu. Status quo mohol byt dosiahnuty v 6. stor. pred n. 1, ked sa zdalo, Ze autochténne
obyvatelstvo komunit zadunajského i vekerzugského typunaziva spolu v mieri. Vyskyt stvekych hrobov vekerzugského
typu v Zadunajsku naznacuje istt infiltraciu do tejto oblasti. Jednym z jej dévodov mohla byt exogamia. Vztahy sa javia
ako vyrazne asymetrické. Zatial ¢o objekty vekerzugskej kulttry za v Zadunajsku vyskytuju v uzavretych celkoch
s velkym poctom typickych predmetov (napr. bronzovych hrotov sipov, popruhov tulcov, zdusnic, zeleznych zubadiel
a bojovych sekier, pintader, na kruhu robenych nadob), predmety odrazajtice halstatskt tradiciu st v materiali zo
skytskych osad vo Velkej dunajskej kotline ovela zriedkavejsie. Ak sa vSak vyskytuji, dévod ich pritomnosti je iny
- naramky a spony mozu znamenat preberanie trendov v obleceni a v Sperkovej mdde, zatial ¢o exkluzivne nadoby
vychodoalpskej hrnéiarskej tradicie sa sem zrejme dostali po obchodnych cestach. Nalezové stibory hrobovej vybavy
v hroboch elity, a tiez na niektorych radovych pohrebiskach ilustruja siroku siet kontaktov.
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Uzemie Budapesti bolo vdaka svojej polohe a geomorfolégii, ako aj velkej variabilite prostredia preduréené na
osidlenie, vymenny obchod, a teda aj na udrziavanie kontaktov v mnohych obdobiach. Prirodné podmienky by mohli
byt dévodom relativne velkého mnozstva znamych nélezisk zo starSej a strednej doby Zeleznej v oblasti zaberajticej len
525 km?, ktora dnes patri Budapesti. Tychto priblizne 17 nalezisk je eSte vzacnejsich vzhladom na charakter a mnozstvo
obmedzeni mestskej archeoldgie i vzhladom na vyrazne fragmentarny obraz archeologickej topografie (obr. 1).
Doposial s z vychodnej (peStianskej) strany vratane dunajskych ostrovov zndme tri predskytske néleziskd zo starsej
doby Zeleznej a devat nalezisk vekerzugského typu zo strednej doby Zeleznej. Na zapadnej (budinskej) strane st okrem
predskytskeho hrobu a dvoch nélezisk vekerzugského typu (Békasmegyer-Eszaki véroskapu, Nagytétény-Tétényliget)
zname tri spolahlivo datované a dve neisté halstatské osady. To znamenad, Ze halstatské osady a pohrebiska vekerzugskej
kulttary tu existovali bok po boku, ¢o zdoraznuje, Ze spolu nazivali v mieri a na tizemi Budapesti udrziavali tieto dve
kulttrne sféry pomerne intenzivne kontakty.

Obr. 1. Naleziska strednej doby bronzovej na izemi Budapesti. 1 — Békasmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu; 2 — Nagytétény-
Tétényliget.

Obr. 2. Objekty zo strednej doby Zeleznej v polohe Békasmegyer-Eszaki varoskapu.

Obr. 3. Objekty zo strednej doby Zeleznej v polohe Nagytétény-Tétényliget.

Obr. 4. Nalezovy material z Békasmegyer-Eszaki véroskapu. 1-9 - SU 11; 10, 11 - SU 29; 12 - SU 30.

Obr. 5. Nalezovy material z Nagytétény-Tétényliget. 1-4 — SU 21; 5, 6 — SU 24.

Obr. 6. Nalezovy materidl z Nagytétény-Tétényliget. SU 25.
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