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V zjednotenej Europe
In an Integrated Europe

Pocas tzv. zamatovej revollcie v novembri 1989 ob¢ania Slovenska vyjadrili volu zit v demokratickej
spolocnosti a deklarovali svoju spolupatricnost’ s narodmi demokratickej Eurdpy. Symbolickym
gestom bolo zrusenie slovenskej obdoby berlinskeho miru - zatarasov z ostnatého drétu na
hraniciach s Raktskom v decembri 1989. Vd'aka tomu sa ,,zelezna opona“, ktora viac nez 40 rokov
rozdelovala Eurdpu, stala minulostou. Nova politicka reprezentacia sa prihlasila k myslienke
zjednotenej Eurépy. Po prvych slobodnych volbach v roku 1990 bolo vtedajsie Ceskoslovensko
prijaté do Rady Eurépy a podpisalo Asociaén(i dohodu s Eurdpskou tniou (EU).

Integracia do EU a Organizacie Severoatlantickej zmluvy (NATO) sastala prioritou aj novovzniknutej
nezavislej Slovenskej republiky. Po vzniku nového Statu v roku 1993 bolo nutné uzavretie novej
Eurdpskej dohody o pridruzeni (Asociacnej dohody), Slovensko takisto samostatne vstlpilo do
Rady Eurdpy. Asociaéna dohoda vstapila do platnosti po ratifikacii v Elenskych Statoch EU v roku
1995.

V tom istom roku na rokovani Europskej rady v Cannes (Franclzsko) Slovensko oficialne predlozilo
Eurépsky parlament a Asociacny vybor SR - EU.

Proces pripravy SR na ¢lenstvo v EU po roku 1998 sa zintenzivnil natolko, Ze vysledkom rokovania
Eurdpskej rady v Helsinkach v decembri 1999 bolo prizvanie Slovenska k pristupovym rokovaniam.
V pristupovom procese zohravala doleziti ulohu aj Narodna rada SR, ktora musela v relativne
kratkom case zvladnut mimoriadne naro¢ny proces prijimania europskej legislativy, tzv. acquis
communautaire. Usilie Slovenska a d'alich kandidatskych $tatov sa Uspesne zavisilo na summite
hlav 3tatov a vlad EU 12. - 13. decembra 2002 v Kodani, na ktorom boli definitivne stanovené
podmienky prijatia novych clenov.

Po podpisani Zmluvy o pristipeni (16. aprila 2003), jej ratifikacii a po Uspesnom referende,
v ktorom obcania podporili integraciu, sa Slovensko v maji 2004 stalo plnohodnotnym ¢lenom
EU. Integracia do EU sa stala predmetom konsenzu vietkych politickych stran, zast(ipenych v
parlamente. Rok 2004 je pre Slovensko vyznamny aj tym, ze takmer v rovnakom Case sa pristipenim
k Severoatlantickej zmluve zavi3il aj proces jeho integracie do NATO.

During the so-called Velvet Revolution in November 1989, citizens of Slovakia expressed their
intentionto liveinademocraticsocietyanddeclaredtheir solidarity with the nations of democratic
Europe. Dismantling of the barbed-wire fence on the border with Austria - a Slovak equivalent
of the Berlin Wall - in December 1989 was a symbolic gesture. As a result of this, the “Iron
Curtain“, which had been dividing Europe for over four decades, became a thing of the past.
The new political representation espoused the idea of an integrated Europe. Following the first
free elections in 1990, Czechoslovakia of the time was admitted to the Council of Europe and
signed the Association Agreement with the European Union (EU).

Integration into the EU and North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) became a priority also
for the newly established independent Slovak Republic. When the new state came into being in
1993, it was necessary to conclude a new European association agreement, so that independent
Slovakia could enter the Council of Europe as well.

Asociation Agreement came into force following its ratification by EU member states in 1995. In
the same year, during a meeting of the Council of Europe in Cannes (France), Slovakia officially
submitted its application for EU membership. First joint institutions were created - the Joint
Parliamentary Committee of the National Council of the Slovak Republic and the European
Parliament and the Association Committee of the Slovak Republic - EU.

After 1998, the process of preparation of the Slovak Republic for EU membership intensified to
such an extent that the meeting of the Council of Europe in Helsinki in December 1999 resulted
in inviting Slovakia to the accession negotiations.

The National Council of the Slovak Republic, which in a relatively short time had to manage
an exceptionally difficult process of adopting European legislation, the so-called acquis
communautaire, also played an important part in the accession process. The joint efforts of
Slovakia and other candidate states were rewarded at the summit of the heads of EU states and
governments on 12 - 13 December 2002 in Copenhagen, where conditions for admission of new
member states were set out.

After signing the Accession Agreement (16 April 2003), its ratification and successful referendum,
in which citizens reaffirmed their support for integration, Slovakia became a full-fledged EU
member in May 2004. The EU integration became the subject of consensus of all political parties
represented in the parliament.

However, the year 2004 is significant for Slovakia for yet another reason: almost at the same
time, by accession to the North Atlantic Treaty, the process of its integration into the NATO was
completed as well.

1) Koniec Zeleznej opony na hraniciach s Rakiiskom,
december 1989. V pozadi bratislavske sidlisko Petr-
Zalka. Foto: TASR/Alexander Buzinkay
End of the Iron Curtain on the border with
Austria, December 1989. In the background:
Bratislava residential district Petrzalka

2) Symbolicky krok do Eurdpy. Pochod Bratislavca-
nov do Hainburgu (Rakisko) na Defi ludskych prav
10. decembra 1989 [Foto: TASR]

Symbolic step into Europe. March of the citizens
of Bratislava to Hainburg (Austria) on the
International Human Rights Day on 10 December

3) Uznesenie Narodnej rady Slovenskej republiky,
potvrdzujiice sthlas so Zmluvou o pristiipen k EU,
1. jila 2003
Resolution of the National Council of the Slovak
Republic, reaffirming its consent with the EU
Accession Agreement, 1 July 2003

4) WyhlaSka Ministerstva zahraniénych veci Sloven-
skej republiky €. 301/2004 Z. z. nadobudnuti plat-
nosti Severoatlantickej zmluvy pre Slovensko od
29. marca 2003. Zahlavie textu Severoatlantickej
zmluvy v jazyku anglickom a slovenskom
Statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Slovak Republic No. 301/2004 of Law Code
of coming into force of the North Atlantic Treaty
for Slovakia of 29 March 2003. Title of the text
of the North Atlantic Treaty in English and in
slovak

5) Reprodukcia uznesenia Narodnej rady Slovenskej
republiky, ktoré potvrdzuje siihlas so Severoatlan-
tickou zmluvou a s pristiipenim Slovenskej republi-
ky k tejto zmluve, 10. aprila 2003
Reproduction of the Resolution of the National
Council of the Slovak Republic confirming its
consent with the North Atlantic Treaty and
accession of the Slovak Republic to this treaty,
10 April 2003

6) Europska nia - hlas pre budiicnost'Slovenska.

4 kampafi v uliciach ji
miest, maj 2003 [Foto: TASR/Milan Kapusta]
European Union - voice for the future of
Slovakia. Pre-referendum campaign in the
streets of the Slovak cities and towns, May 2003

7) Vaztycenie viajky EU pred budovou Ministerstva zah-
ranicnych veci SR [Foto: TASR/Viadimir Benko]
Hoisting the flag in front of the residence of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak
Republic

8) Prijatie poslancov EP zo Slovenska u prezidenta SR
Ivana Gasparovica [Foto: TASR]
Audience of the European Parliament members
from Slovakia with Ivan Gasparovic, President of
the Slovak Republic

9) Komisar EU pre vychovu, vzdelévanie, kultiru a
mnohojazynost Jan Figel (viavo) s predsedom Eu-
r6pskej komisie Jose Manuelom Barrosom (upro-
stred) a eurokomisarom pre vedu a vyskum Jane-
zom Potocnikom. Brusel, 18. oktdbra 2006
[Foto: TASR/AP]

Jdn Figel (on the left), Commissioner

for Education, Training, Culture, and
Multitingualism with Jose Manuel Barrosa (in the
middle), President of the European Commission
and Janez Potoénik, European Commissioner for
Science and Research. Brussels, 18 October 2006

10) Clenstvo v EU a NATO prina3a novi zodpovednost'.
Slavnostny nastup_prislusnikov jednotiek KFOR
a ALTHEA pri prileZitosti ukonéenia ich pésobenia
v mierovych operaciach v Kosove a v Bosne
a Hercegovine. [Foto: TASR/Pavol Burco]

EU and NATO membership brings new
responsibility. Ceremonial muster parade of
members of the KFOR and ALTHEA units on
the occasion of termination of their service in
the peace-keeping operations in Kosovo and in
Bosnia and Herzegovina

11) Vystiipenie predsedu Narodnej rady Slovenskej re-
publiky Pavia Pasku (v strede) v Senate parlamentu
Talianskej republiky pocas oslav 50. vyrocia podpi-
sania Rimskych zmlGv [Foto: NRSR]

Address by Pavol Paska, President of the
National Council of the Slovak Republic
(in the middle) in the Senate of the talian
Parliament during the Celebrations of the
signing of the Treaty of Rome in Rome

12) Oslavy 50. vyrocia podpisania Rimskych zmliv
v Berline. Nemecka kancelarka Angela Merkelo-
va (druha zlava) s manzelom (druhy sprava) vitaji
24. marca 2007 pred koncertom v Berline sloven-
ského premiéra Roberta Fica (vlavo) a jeho man-
Zelku Svetlanu (vpravo) [Foto: TASR/AP]
Celebrations of the 50th anniversary of the
signing of the Treaty of Rome in Berlin. German
Chancellor Angela Merkel (second from the left)
with her husband (second from the right) greet
Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico and his wife
Svetlana before the concert in Berlin
on 24 March 2007
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Vysledky referenda o vstupe SR do EU, jun 2003 (%)
Results of the referendum on the EU accession of the Slovak
Republic, June 2003
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Vysledky volieb do Eurépskeho parlamentu, jiin 2004 (pocet mandatov)
Results of the elections to the European Parliament, June 2004
(number of mandates)

Zdroj: Statisticky Grad Slovenskej republiky
Source: Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic
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Nézory obéanov Slovenska na élenstvo v EU (jin 2004)
Views of the citizens of Slovakia on EU membership (June 2004)
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